


Hit the trail-
The Trail Around Middlebury (TA M ) offers year-round access to over 18 

miles of maintained footpaths. Hike, bike, run, ski, and snowshoe through 

woods and fields, and along rivers and marshes.*

In fo rm a t io n  a t

*Some outdoor enthusiasts may experience bears. See more on page 24.
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ISC E NE

To fully know Middiebury 

well, one must spend time 

on campus during the

-MM'S

To fully appreciate M iddiebury, one needs to  stick  

around for the sum m er m onths. T h e  chaos o f  under

graduate life m om entarily  subsides as som e o f  its 

stressors crum ble away. T h ere’s still w ork to  be done, 

there are languages to  be learned, there are rows o f  

greens to  be harvested. But w h en  the sum m ertim e sun 

glow s over M ead C hapel, its rays offer a d istin ct hue. 

T h ey  h igh light the essen ce  o f  w hat m akes M iddiebury  

special—leaps in to  gorges, licks o f  m aple creem ees, 

laughter on  rooftops. As I sit on  m y porch w atching  

th e A dirondack M ountains form  their ow n pale blue 

layer above the horizon , I realize that being  here in the  

sum m er fosters b o th  gratitude for w hat w e kn ow  and 

yearning for w hat is yet to  com e. W h erever w e may 

so o n  be, I hop e that w e find som e tim e—even  for just 

a w eek en d —to return to  M iddiebury w hen the sun 

offers its  w arm est em brace.

By R achel C o h en  ’i 8 
Photograph by Brett Simison
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IS C E N E

The Middlebuty Museum 

Studies in Oxford program 

brings students to England 

for five weeks each summer 

—a period o f study that 

occasionally transcends time. 

A  hallmark o f the program 

involves regular visits to 

historical properties, including 

the Black Country Living 

Museum.

Flakes o f  w hite ash drifted on  the breeze, w hile sharp 

twangs from  a blacksm ith’s ham m er rang out over 

excited  shrieks o f  schoolchildren. Peeking into a shop  

w indow  at the Black C ountry Living M useum , nam ed  

for the dark soo t that coated this region o f  England dur

ing the Industrial R evolution, I saw the past reflected  

back. A  w om an in a skirt and apron called m e over and 

eagerly shared that she had sew n her ow n bonnet, 

inspired by that o f  Laura Ingalls Wilder. It was surreal, 

chatting w ith  the 2 1 st-century docent in period dress— 

a refreshing interaction com pared w ith  the silent art 

galleries w e’d previously visited  during our m useum  

studies program at O xford. A lthough I had arrived 

expecting a foreign place and tim e, I instead felt w el

com ed and invited to engage w ith  our shared history. Ç 

Im m ersed in the Black Country, I glim psed a different 

vision o f  w hat a m useum  could be, and enjoyed m y brief 

foray into the past.

By Simone  E dgar H olmes ’20.5 
Photograph by Tom Weller
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ISC E N E

Where others saw a blank 

wall, Jennifer Herrera 

Condry, M A  Spanish ’13 saw 

an opportunity. Which is 

how she; her husband, the 

muraiist Will Kasso Condry 

(at right); and other artists 

and students came to 

forever change a hallway in 

McCullough Student 

Center.

0 For more, w atch .■Irr M atftrrs— 

how the artists l>chind the 
murid transform ed an emprv 
hallway into a sihrant 
scape o f human expression, 
wwwm uldmag.com.

Paul R obeson said, “A rtists are the gatekeepers o f  truth.” 

ff W ith  this in m y m ind and in m y heart, I make it my 

duty not only  to  represent the truth but also to reflect 

the tim es through m y art. T hat was the spirit o f  the  

M cC ullough mural project. As artists, our role was to  

use our creative skills and talents to  help students tell 

their truth, their stories, and their experiences. T hey  

sow ed the seeds o f  ideas representing change. W e nour

ished and nurtured th ose  ideas, w hich  sprouted and 

blossom ed in to  a vibrant m ulti-wall com position . A  

fetus in utero is the ultim ate seed  o f  life—and the ulti

m ate com p osition  o f  nature. A  fetus can only  develop  

and grow  in a healthy, nurturing environm ent and w ith  

the care o f  its m other’s wom b. M iddlebury is the mother, 

the student center is the w om b, and the students are the  

seeds o f  life.

By W ill  K asso C ondry 
Photograph by Brett Simison
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C O N T E N T S

2 4  For the Record

Recapping the news, notes, and interesting 
tidbits that have grabbed our attention during 
the past three months.

2 5 Q & A

Sujata Moorti, a professor of gender, sexuality, 
and feminist studies, discusses her evolution 
from journalist to scholar and reflects on the 
promise and peril of social media.

2 7  Fact Finder

The men’s tennis team captured a national title 
in May, while the women’s team advanced to the 
national semifinals. We show just how dominant 
these programs have become.

C L A S S  A C T S

5 8  Pursuits

How two alumni ditched their conventional 
careers, took a leap of faith, and created a 
thriving brewpub in the heart of Cambridge, 
Massachusetts.

6 0  In the Q ueue

Pulitzer Prize-winning journalist Dave Philipps 
’oo has penned his second book, an in-depth 
study of an almost mythical American creature: 
the wild mustang.

6 2  Class Notes

8 0  M ap

In a twist on our typical Map department, we 
move to the back of the book with a fun-filled 
take on Reunion Weekend.

1 0 4  Road Taken

Writer Gary Margolis ’67 reflects on his liflong 
relationship with the spoken word.

Meet Barley Smalls of 

Lamplighter Brewing 

Co., which was 

founded by Barley's 

humans: Cayla Marvil 

'13.5 and AC 

Jones’12.5.

30 O ut o f  Office
A photographic tour around Middlebury—an excursion that takes us as far afield as Oxford and 
California—reveals work habitats that are far from conventional.
Edited  by M attJ ennings and C laire Skogsberg

42 Searching
Avery Shawler ’13 left her Idaho apartment one morning in 2016 to hike a local mountain range.
It’s a miracle she returned.
By David Wolman ’96.5

48 G o Fish
Chris Wood ’88 works to save fish, preserve habitat, and engage a new generation of conservationists. 
By C hris Santella ’85

54 Verm ont Life
The Ripton Country Store is for sale. An alumna of both the College and Bread Loaf reflects on this 
treasured landmark.
By Abigail G, H. M anzella ’98, M L itt  ’03

P H O T O G R A P H  BY A L Y S S A  P A R K E R  ( A B O V E  L E F T )  C O V E R  A N D  A B O V E  P H O T O G R A P H  BY B R E T T  S I M I S O N .
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E D I T O R S  N O T E

Starry N igh t
I f y o u  a r e  i n t e n t  o n  a s c e n d i n g  b y  f o o t —  

instead of taking the elevator—from the lower 
level of Bicentennial Hall to the Mittelman 
Observatory situated on the building’s rooftop, 
you must be prepared to climb exactly 175 stair 
steps, a simple enough task, though for the 
acrophobic, once you reach the fourth story 
it’s probably best not to gaze over the railing 
looking down into the Great Hall.

A little before ten o’clock on the Friday eve
ning of Reunion Weekend, I was around stair 
step 150 when a young boy scampered past me, 
much to the protestations of his father, who 
lagged a bit behind, a sleepy toddler held tight to 
his side. Soon, we all discovered that rushing to 
the darkened observatory was a futile exercise if, 
that is, we wanted immediate access to the gem 
of the facility: the 24-inch reflecting telescope 
housed in the dome.

A crush of middle-aged folk and their respec
tive offspring filled the lobby of the observatory, 
with a long line—at least 50 deep—snaking up 
the extra flight of stairs to the domed space 
above. (Overheard at this moment: “What are

we doing here? It’s bedtime! We might need to 
sleep on the moon.”)

I ventured outside onto a spacious rooftop 
deck where a few smaller telescopes had been 
set up. There were fewer people outside, though 
truth be told, I felt like we were keepers of a 
small secret: it was surely more pleasant out 
here, on this cool evening under a clear canvas 
of bright stars, than queued up in the stuffy, 
crowded dome. (Jonathan Kemp, the observa
tory’s telescope and scientific computing spe
cialist, would argue that both were worthwhile 
experiences. That’s Jonathan and his dome 
habitat on the cover of this issue. You can read 
more about his work space on p. 38.)

One of the rooftop telescopes was aimed due 
south, pointing above LaForce Hall; I peered 
into the eyepiece, and there, hundreds of mil
lions of miles away, appeared Jupiter and four 
of its moons.

Behind me, a woman spoke to her friend: 
“Do you remember lying down outside Bat- 
tell and looking at the stars? This is just like 
that.” n
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Earn a Middlebury Master’s 
with Global Impact
Legacy Scholarships guaranteed 
for alumni and their families

M iddlebury Institute
_̂___  0/ International Studies

at M onterey

KRIS MCGUFFIE '97 is earning 

her master's degree at the 

Middlebury Institute to take 

the next step in her career.

The $10,000 Middlebury 

Legacy Scholarship makes 

the degree more affordable.

Learn more at

G O .M ID D L E B U R Y .E D U /L E G A C Y



O L D  C H A P E L

W h a t M akes a Hero?
By Laurie  L. Patton

A  hero, to  m e, is som eon e w ho faces tough  challenges w ith  b o th  courage 

and joy, and refuses to  lo o k  away. O ver R eu n ion  W eek en d  last m on th , I 

m et m y n ew est hero, f  T h is new  hero is C orey R eich, and he graduated in  

2 0 0 8 . T here were tim es that C orey w asn’t so  sure that he w ould be back to

Middlebury to celebrate his loth Reunion with 
his friends. That’s because during his junior 
year in college, he was diagnosed with amyo
trophic lateral sclerosis (ALS)—the progressive 
neurodegenerative disease also known as Lou 
Gehrig’s disease.

ALS has a life expectancy after diagnosis of 
two to five years, and Corey’s doctors advised 
him against returning to school. But with true 
Middlebury spirit, Corey came back, finished 
his senior year, and graduated with his class. He 
then returned to his hometown of Piedmont, 
California, and became a passionate fundraiser 
for ALS research and a spokesperson for the 
Young Faces of ALS.

Corey and his family have so far raised both 
awareness and more than $8 million for the 
ALS Therapy Development Institute. He’s 
channeled his passion for baseball and beer by 
raising money through related events, and he’s 
spearheaded the Young Faces of ALS National 
Corntoss Challenge.

Corey has also been the assistant coach of 
the boys’ and girls’ tennis teams at Piedmont, 
his former high school, for the past 10 years.

I got to spend some time with Corey at 
Reunion when we honored him with an Alumni 
Achievement Award, and I quickly understood 
the depths of courage and joy that he possesses. 
The thunderous applause by which his class
mates, family, and friends celebrated this honor 
indicated that Corey is not my hero alone.

My time with Corey was one of many extraor
dinary moments at Reunion over that gorgeous 
early June weekend. It was the kind of blue-sky, 
green-grass, fresh-breezes weekend that makes 
Vermont in the summer so utterly pleasurable,

and being part of the Middlebury community 
all the more rewarding. On Saturday evening, 
in the white tents behind the Mahaney Center 
for the Arts filled with returning alumni, I met 
more than 75 years’ worth of courageous, joyful 
Middlebury graduates. To the Class of 2013:
I think that my two Great Pyrenees, Padma 
and Suka, were ready to stay with you the rest 
of the night.

Before the class receptions, I took a walk 
down the aisle of Mead Chapel with my two 
new friends, Dumont Rush and Stu Walker, 
both Class of 1943 and back on campus for their 
75th Reunion. Ninety-six-year-old Dumont is 
a Navy veteran who graduated from both MIT 
and Middlebury and had an extraordinary career 
as a nuclear scientist. Now, with his wife Peggy, 
he’s an active member of the greater Middlebury 
community. Stu Walker, 95, is also a veteran; 
a former professor of pediatrics and chief of 
pediatrics at Mercy Hospital in Baltimore; 
an Olympic yachtsman who competed in the 
1968 games; and a competitive sailor who only 
retired from the sport two years ago (yes, you 
read that right). When I asked him when his last 
sail was, he told me it was only last month. He 
came with his wife Patricia, whom he married 
just five years ago.

As I walked arm-in-arm with Stu and Dumont, 
I thought about the nearly 100 years of life fully 
lived each of these remarkable men represented. 
Both worked courageously to improve the lives 
of others in their careers and have joyfully pur
sued their passions for decades. I can’t think 
of two better examples of Middlebury energy 
and creativity.

Such lives are an essential part of what it

means to be Middlebury. Reunion comes just 
two weeks after Commencement, where we cel
ebrated the achievements of the Class of 2018, 
including six Fulbright Scholarship recipients, 
three Watson Fellows, and a Charles B. Rangel 
International Affairs Fellow.

Toni Cross ’18, the Rangel Fellow, has had 
a passion for languages since she was a child 
and currently speaks Modern Standard Arabic, 
Moroccan Arabic, French, Russian, and Spanish. 
This fellowship will prepare her for a career in 
the Foreign Service—her intended path since 
she was ii years old.

Toni and her 2018 classmates joined the 
ranks of Middlebury alumni on May 27. I did 
two weeks later. Dan Elish and Maria Padian 
closed their class history by officially adopting 
me into the Middlebury Class of 1983—a great 
surprise and honor!

I encourage you to find a hero to honor, a 
role model or two to emulate, and an opportu
nity to invite a new friend into your circle this 
summer. Carry forward this spirit of Reunion, 
where Middlebur/s values of rigor, resilience, 
openness, connectedness, and caring were on 
full display

Be Middlebury. □

I L L U S T R A T I O N  BY M O N T S E  B E R N A L Summer 207<? 13



Talk

F E A T U R E D  C O N T R I B U T O R S

Adam Hayes (“Where’s Gamaliel?') is a typographer 

and illustrator based in Wales. He started illustrating 

during his time at the Royal College of A rt and has 

barely paused since. Between editorial illustrations 

and large-scale international campaigns, Adam has 

kept busy since graduating in 2006. Among his clients: 

Absolut. Apple, British Airways. Capital One, Ernst & 

Young, Ford, IBM. The artistic mastermind behind our 

Reunion map, he shed a fresh and familiar light on our 

beloved campus through his illustration in this issue.

Abigail G. H. Hanzella '98, M L itt '03 (“Vermont 

Life') is an author of fiction, poetry, and creative non

fiction, including the recent book Migrating Fictions: 

Gender. Race, and Citizenship in U.S. Internal Displace

ments. Her work often focuses on issues of race, gender, 

and popular culture in today’s society. For more than a 

decade. Abby has been an educator, teaching at the 

University of Missouri, Tufts, Centre College, Yeshiva 

University, and the University o f Virginia.

Chris Santeila '85 (“Go Fish”) is a freelance writer 

based in Portland, Oregon. He writes often about 

the outdoors, particularly the sport o f fly fishing. He's 

been published in the New Yorker, the New York Times. 

forbes.com, and assorted fly-fishing magazines. He is 

also the author of 11 books, all circling the clever theme

of Fifty Places to------- Before You Die. His piece in this

issue, “Go Fish," is an insightful profile of fellow angler 

Chris Wood 88, one that takes an original approach 

to understanding the fly-fishing community and the 

environmental challenges it faces.

David W olman '96.5 ( “Searching ”) is an author, 

journalist, and contributing editor at Wired. A  former 

Fulbright Scholar, Oregon Arts Commission Fel

low, and environmental studies/geography major at 

Middlebury, David has forged his path as an author, 

with four books to his name and a fifth, on cowboys, 

forthcoming next spring. From his writing on crypto

currencies to his in-depth study of a group of activists 

turned revolutionaries in Egypt, David knows how to 

spin a yarn—and boy did he deliver in this issue with 

his story of Avery Shawler '13 and her near-death 

experience in Idaho’s Pioneer Mountains.

Tim Zeltner (“Starry Night”) is an illustrator based 

in Canada, where he has lived and worked since 1980. 

His work has appeared in the pages of Bon Appétit, in 

ad campaigns for Coca-Cola, and in corporate com

munications work for Microsoft and United Airlines.

C O R R E S P O N D E N C E

TIMELY AND IMPORTANT

This letter is to congratulate Middlebury for 
running such a timely and important story 
covering the work of Jeffrey Lewis and his 
team in observing and reporting on the activi
ties of Kim Jong-un in North Korea. Their 
work is remarkable in that it fills an important 
niche in creatively using open-source data to 
uncover important facts that nonproliferation 
professionals working for the government can
not share.

And as a plug for the Middlebury Institute 
of International Studies at Monterey, students 
should consider attending MIIS to work 
alongside teachers like Dr. Lewis to learn and 
participate in this important work.

—G retchen  H und ’79, Shoreline, Washington

The writer recently retired as a senior advisor 
covering nuclear nonproliferation at the Pacific 
Northwest National Laboratory.

GRATEFUL FOR THE INSIGHT

I thoroughly enjoyed reading the story “True 
Detectives” in the spring issue of Middlebury 
Magazine.

Thanks to the keen research at MIIS, we 
now have an ongoing, penetrating window on 
North Korea’s nuclear weapons.
- J essie WooDWELL Bush ’45, Sun City Center, 
Florida

KUDOS KOBY

I enjoyed the cover story in the spring issue, 
“Koby Altman’s Home Court,” written by Ryan 
Jones. This piece is a must-read for recent 
graduates, as well as for those who are a few 
years into their postcollege careers.

As captured very well by Jones, Altman took 
the skills he had honed as a point guard— first 
in Brooklyn and then at Middlebury—and 
added to them a work ethic that served him 
well on and off the court.

The results of Altman’s hard work and resil
iency speak for themselves, and his position as 
a general manager in the NBA lends credence 
to the adage that you should never stop chas
ing your dreams even— when the 
pursuit is difficult.

As the father of a former Middlebury point 
guard. I’m happy to report that I see many 
of the same traits in my son and many of his 
Panther teammates as they have moved along 
in their “post-hoops” careers.

—R ich  "W o l f i n , Woodcliff Lakes, New Jersey

STREET CRED FROM A FUTURE GM

I remember it as a bitter, freezing night in 
New London with the wind blowing hard 
across the Thames. I was there to scout Con
necticut College. Beyond 30 minutes before 
the tip, the stand (there is only one) was 
essentially empty, very similar to my years 
at Middlebury, with only a couple of guys at

14 Middlebury M/iG/iz/NE



the top. Lumbering up the stand wearing a 
“Middlebury Basketball” hat, I sat down. 
Within a minute, one of the guys came from 
above and asked me, “What about your Mid
dlebury hat?”

I told him that I was an alum and a player 
back in ’69 and never grew out of the affair 
with the hoop and the ball. With a smile, 
he extended his hand and said, “I’m Koby 
Altman ’04. 1 played forJeff[Brownl.” We had 
a short conversation, and he said that he was 
an assistant coach at Amherst; he was doing 
that while working on his master’s at UMass.

I said that I was there to put an “eyeball”— 
my term for seeing a team “live”—on the Cam
els. He was on hand to scout Tufts. Back then 
Tufts had a good big man—a fella named 
Pierce—who presented match-up problems 
because they spotted him at the top of the key. 
I had seen Tufts earlier and said that I didn’t 
agree with that thinking because it kept 
Pierce off the offensive board. After chatting 
for a few more minutes, Koby went back up to 
his perch but returned a few minutes later. He 
said, “Hey, you’re right about Pierce. We’ve 
got the ‘boxes’ (box scores) from Tufts’ last 
four games. He only got a total of three boards 
on offense.”

He smiled at me affirmatively. Between us, 
I knew he had given me street cred. Over the 
next year we exchanged brief conversations in 
random gyms. After that, I remember reading 
that he’d gotten a video job with the Cleveland 
Cavaliers. I’m certain that he approached his 
video work with the same thoroughness that 
his professors had required on Midd’s aca
demic side and the commitment to improving 
and being at your best that Jeff has built into 
our basketball program.

Kob/s story with the Cavs has been the 
match of “when preparation meets opportu
nity”—something that was solidified by his 
Middlebury experience. As for me, I’m still 
sitting in some gym on a winter’s night meas
uring new talent. Thanks to Koby—and his 
reputation—my street cred looks pretty good. 

—R ick  M into n  ’69, Stratford, Connecticut

SORRY ABOUT GAME 7

Great @MiddleburyMag article about #Cavs 
GM #KobyAItman. Still rooting for the 
#Celtics though!

—@ JBRACH24, Commenting on Twitter

KOBY IN NEW YORK

Spotted on the 4 train to Brooklyn: “Koby 
Altman Is Having a Ball” on Middlebury Maga
zine cover. {Editor’s note: Accompanying the tweet 
was a photograph of an unidentified male reading 
the spring issue of the magazinel)

—@JaclynN athanson, Commenting on Twitter

LINDSAY'S COURAGE

Lindsay Wheeler ’14 has shown incredible 
courage in sharing her personal story of men
tal illness (“Out of Darkness, Light,” spring 
2018). Telling our stories is one of the ways to 
help overcome the cultural stigma attached to 
mental illness and to help save lives by show
ing others who live in its shadows that they are 
not alone.

I also have lived with bipolar depression 
probably since the age of eight, but was not 
diagnosed until age 38. Along the way, I gradu
ated with honors from Middlebury and law 
school and worked as a senior legislative aide 
in the U.S. Senate. Get treatment and don’t 
ever give up hope.

—Bob Carolla ’78, Arlington, Virginia

THE IMPORTANCE OF SOCIOECONOMIC 

DIVERSITY

Middlebury paid for the vast majority of my 
tuition, and I was able to leave college with 
only a $5,000 loan, something that seems 
a mere pittance compared to what gradu
ates these days are saddled with (“Our Moral 
Directive,” spring 2018). Yet I was very unsur
prised to recently see Middlebury listed in an 
article about schools that had more students 
whose families are in the i percent economi
cally than students whose families are in the 
lower 60 percent.

I thrived academically at Middlebury but 
always felt socially awkward with my middle- 
class background. I can only imagine what it’s 
like to attend as a young person who grew up 
with any kind of financial insecurity. Diversity 
of socioeconomic status matters too, and a 
healthier mix is beneficial to all.

—W endy Falconer G assaway ’91, Comment
ing on middmag.com

WELL DONE!

Brava, President Patton. I’m proud of Middle- 
bury’s commitment to expanding access.

—@WAVERLYROOT, Commenting on middmag.com

NUMBERS

Mail Bag The spring 2018 profile of NBA general manager 

Koby Altman '04 generated a bushel of correspondence, includ

ing a sighting of someone reading the spring issue on a New 

York subway. Other writers chimed in with thoughts on Laurie 

Patton’s column on socioeconomic diversity and financial aid 

at Middlebury (“Our Moral Directive”), while others noted the 

passing o f members of the Middlebury community.
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MIDDLEBURY PERFORMING ARTS SERIES
2018-2019 SEASON

Chanticleer
September 29 ■ Mead Chapel

Jerusalem Q uartet
October 4  • MCA, Robison Hall

M oody Am iri
October 19 ■ MCA, Robison Hall

Kittel & Co.
October 27 ■ MCA, Robison Hall

Jean-Guihen Queyras, Cello
November 2 • MCA, Robison Hall

Jupiter Q uartet
November 30 ■ MCA, Robison Hall

Cédric Tiberghien, Piano
December 5 • MCA, Robison Hall

M ark  Padmore, Tenor; 
Paul Lewis, Piano

January 18 • MCA, Robison Hall

M anual Cinema 
The End of TV

January 30 ■ W right Theatre

Christian Sands Trio
February 22 ■ MCA, Robison Hall

Ragamala Dance Company 
Sacred Earth

February 28 and March 1 

MCA, Dance Theatre

Alexander M elnikov and 
Andreas Staier, Piano

March 15 • MCA, Robison Hall

Castalian Q uartet
April 12 ■ MCA, Robison Hall

Brentano Q uartet with  
Dawn Upshaw, Soprano
April 26 • MCA, Robison Hall

Sophie Shao and Friends
May 10 • MCA, Robison Hall

TICKETS ON SALE IN SEPTEMBER. $30 AND UNDER!
PHONE: 802-443-MIDD (6433) o n l in e : go.middlebury.edu/tickets in  p er s o n : Mahaney Center for the Arts or McCullough Student Center

g o .m id d le b u ry .e d u /p a s
M ID D L E B U R Y  C O LLE G E  | M A H A N E Y  C E N TE R  FOR T H E  ARTS



DISSENTING OPINION

The town of Middlebury and Middlebury 
College are very special to me. That is why 
President Patton’s column in the spring issue 
of Middlebury Magazine gave me pause.

Her comparison of academia to her father’s 
medical practice was really not a good choice. 
Were I a doctor, surely I would turn away no 
one, but Middlebury is a private college and 
not a public charity. Understand, I am not 
against scholarships, but this sounds like she 
is aiming for free college for everyone, similar 
to what prevails in Europe. Does she under
stand what taxation that entails?

Middlebury College was founded more 
by businessmen than “teachers and preach
ers.” According to the book The Town’s College 
by David Stameshkin, the people of Middle
bury first founded a grammar school and then 
the College to educate their sons for secular 
reasons. He wrote, “They were concerned 
with financial gain, yet they gave generously 
to the educational and religious institutions 
in their community. Indeed, it can be argued 
that by supporting the development of such 
institutions, they attracted more people to 
the area, thereby raising land values and mak
ing the town a likely regional center.”

Indeed, Gamaliel Painter was a business
man, and Seth Storrs, Daniel Chipman, and 
Samuel Miller were lawyers—all of whom 
believed in giving some of their energy and 
treasure toward the common good. Early New 
Englanders were hard-working, independent, 
and religious people. They did not expect to 
be given anything, but they always helped a 
neighbor in need.

I have often wondered why the New Eng
land I knew growing up was all Republican but 
is now mostly Democrats. Now I think I see 
why! With liberal college presidents and lib
eral professors, how can the students not be 
influenced? Former students are now the cur
rent citizens of liberal New England.

Does free speech exist at Middlebury 
when a speaker on the conservative side of 
the political spectrum cannot be treated gra
ciously? For example, Ari Fleischer ’82 was 
treated unkindly when he visited in 2004, and 
a member of my class wrote that he should not 
be allowed on campus! He is an alumnus! Col
leges should be an arena for the free exchange 
of ideas. Whatever your political persuasion, 
you should be open to hearing the opposi
tion. Currently it does not sound like that is 
true at my alma mater, and that makes me sad. 
How do you learn if you are unwilling to hear 
all sides on all topics so you can make up your 
own mind?

I worry that Middlebury is becoming too

TH E WALLET PEN French cuisine with a Vermont Twist!

oOrterdle
Inn, Dining and Events

NEW HAVEN 
VERMONT

Made in Vermont

www.XHEwalletpen. com

F IR S T  U N E  S E C U R IT Y

Residential & Commercial Alarm Systems | Serving all of Central & Southern VT

Tom & Cristina Calcagni '82 • 802-282-4272 • www.FLSVT.com

The Middlebury Shop
at FORTH 'N GOAL SPORTS
68 Main St., Middlebury, V T- 802-388-3444

•Tees
• Shorts
• Sweats
• Hats
• Kids/Infant
• Gear
• Gift Cards

www.MiddleburyShop.com
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EDGEWATER 
G A L E E R Y

C O N S ID E R  EDG EW ATER GALLERY 
F O R  Y O U R  N E X T  E V E N T

cocktail receptions • weddings 
anniversaries • birthdays • celebrations 

graduations • holiday gatherings

one mill street | middlebury | 802.458.0098

e d g e w a t e r g a l l e r y - v t . c o m

politically involved, choosing sides in a politi
cal debate. Let us concentrate on education- 
languages, mathematics, physics, etc. Let us 
welcome all speakers to the College graciously 
as our guests. Then Middlebury will be an edu
cational institution of which we can all be proud! 

—M arjorie H ayden Atkins ’50, Rockville, 
Maryland

ONLY PART OF CASTOR S STORY

The obituary for William N. Castor ’51 in the 
spring issue oiMiddlebury Magazine contained 
a surprising omission. You note that Castor 
taught political science at universities from

South Dakota to Ethiopia, but neglect to 
mention that he was an instructor in contem
porary civilization at Middlebury from 1957 
to 1959. During my freshman year, he was also 
a faculty resident in my dorm. Painter Hall. 
Castor was a staunch Republican, which was 
maybe less of a distinction for college faculty 
in those years than today, but still came across 
as a kind of quirk. (The tiny CC Department 
was ideologically diverse, not to say incoher
ent: Castor’s two colleagues were a CIA man 
and a committed leftist.)

I recall a debate, cosponsored by campus 
Young Republicans and Young Democrats, in

C O U R T Y A R D
® ?

^ ^ a r r i o t f ^

Boardroom & Conference Space for 50 

Free High-Speed Internet 

Suites with Whirlpools and Fireplaces 

Indoor Pool and Hot Tub

Ju st 5  m inutes fro m  the college!

; ■

309 Court St., Middlebury, VT • 800-388-7775 • www.niiddleburycourtyard.coin

EastView at Middlebury
1 0 0  E a stV ie w  T er r a ce  

M id d leb u r y , VT 0 5 7 5 3  

(8 0 3 )  9 8 9 - 7 5 0 1

w w w .E a s tV ie w M id d le b u r y .c o m  

IND EPEN D ENT LIVING * RESIDENTIAL CARE * MEMORY CARE
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which Castor faced off against fine arts pro
fessor Arthur Healey, who spoke for the other 
side with his customary charm and wit. I was 
rooting for Healey, but Castor had plainly done 
his homework. Looking back, their respective 
positions (the GOP as the party of individual 
liberty and fiscal probity vs. the Democrats as 
the “people’s party”) seem downright quaint, 
not to mention the civil tone of the debate 
and the well-behaved audience. To offer some 
context, there was just one campus cop back 
then, and he didn’t sport riot gear.

A few presidential election seasons ago, I 
happened to be watching the GOP conven
tion one evening and was on the point of 
dozing off, when lo and behold, there on the 
screen was Bill Castor, delegate from Upper 
Michigan, hardly the worse for wear after four 
decades. Continuity amid flux.

—Larry Feinberg ’62, Chapel Hill, North 
Carolina

DOGGONE RIGHT!

1 am so glad to learn that the pet policy at 
Middlebury lives on (“Gone to the Dogs,” 
spring 2018)! There’s a great story behind how 
it came to be, but what’s most important is 
what is expressed in this essay—the impact of 
canines on campus!

—C ooper C ouch ’14.5, Commenting on 
middmag.com

IN MEMORIAM

I write to acknowledge the passing of J. 
Gerald “Gerry” Alaimo, basketball coach at 
Middlebury from 1964-69, my coach. He 
died at 82 in Providence, Rhode Island, his 
longtime home, on May 10.

Gerry came to Middlebury “to turn the 
program around” in basketball. After some 
terrific teams in the mid-1950s under Coach 
Tony Lupien, the basketball program had 
fallen on hard times, winning only a handful of 
games from 1958 to 1964.

It certainly did not happen right away. 
Gerry had two seasons when his team won 
just one game, but when Gerry’s 1969 Middle
bury team had 10 wins, his alma mater called, 
and Gerry returned to Brown University to be 
their coach.

It is often darkest before the dawn. Despite 
the numbers, Gerry succeeded in laying the 
foundation for the solid programs that fol
lowed: he upgraded the schedule, intensified 
recruiting, and established an ethos of hard 
work and spirited play. He was a terrific coach. 
Though we seldom won, we were always pre
pared with a winning game plan. He never 
conceded to our weakness. Because of our lim
itations, he emphasized skills development in

our practices—and that benefitted many of us 
for years after we graduated in the quality of 
the pickup games in which we happily played.

His personality was as big as his physical 
presence; he was exuberant, impulsive, volu
ble, totally unpretentious, and brutally frank. 
He was intensely loyal to his Middlebury play
ers, and that loyalty was returned many times

■■

over.
Peter Roby ’67 was the best player on that 

one-win Middlebury team in 1967. In the 
extensive email chain occasioned by Gerry’s 
death, Peter wrote: “How is it possible that 
I played on three Midd teams, one of which

SWM .t
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ADDISON COUNTY
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www.addisoncounty.com

“a little out of the way, a lot out of the ordinary"
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B r a n d o n  ^̂ leat/
Just 20  m in u te s  so u th  o f  M id d leb u ry , B randon is th e  q u in tessen tia l 
tow n  in  w h ich  to  en joy  quaint sh op s, great fo o d  and th e  p erfect n igh t’s 
sleep. O ur p ictu resque village is  just a few  m in u tes away. C o m e visit!

Bium dofi Motc^ Lodae-
E njoy  o u r f r ie n d ly  a tm o s p h e re  and  cozy 

a c c o m m o d a tio n s ...a n d  ta k e  in  th e  go rg e o u s  

m o u n ta in  v ie w s  fro m  th e  f ro n t  po rch . A n  a ffo rd a b le  

ch o ic e  w h e n  tra v e lin g  o r v a c a tio n in g  in th e  a rea  -  

w e  o f fe r  2 5  g u e s t ro om s, as  w e l l  a  2  b e d ro o m  su ite . 

(800) 675-7614 b randonm otorlodge.com

Tfve, L ila c tfu i
T h e  L ila c  In n  is  a  le a d in g  lu x u r y  ro m a n t ic  

V e rm o n t  C o u n try  In n  B o u t iq u e  B e d  a n d  

B re a k fa s t  k n o w n  f o r  r o m a n t ic  g e ta w a y s  
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p a in t in g s ,  p h o to g ra p h y ,  je w e lr y ,  p o t te ry ,  w o o d ,  

g la s s ,  m e ta l,  f ib e r  a n d  m ix e d  m e d ia .  O p e n  y e a r  

ro u n d  w i t h  s p e c ia l fe a tu r e d  s h o w s .

(802) 247-4956 brandonartis tsgu ild .org
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v i l la g e  &  o n  a  1 2 0 0 -a c re  fa r m  - f in a l 

d in n e r  s e rv e d  in  th e  f ie ld !  (802) 247-3843  
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Middlebury 
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W i-F i -  c e n te r  o f  to w n ,  w a lk in g  d is ta n c e  to  

s h o p s  &  re s ta u ra n ts !

(800) 639-8685 Brandonlnn.com

Book a n d  Lea^
S pec ia liz ing  in n e w  an d  used bo oks  w ith  an  in te re s tin g  

s e le c t io n  o f  p u lp  f ic t io n  t it le s , bo o ks  on n a tu re  a n d  N e w  

E ngland h is to ry . Fresh p a s tries , M o c h a  J o e 's  c o ffe e  fro m  

B ra ttle b o ro , a n d  fin e  q u a lity  te a s  fro m  F lam ey a n d  Sons 

o f  M ille r to n , NY. (802) 465-8424 bookandleaf.com

Tkc L ittle , LLouARV&mjofit
A  u n iq u e  lo d g in g  o p t io n  d e s ig n e d  f o r  th e  

c o m fo r t  a n d  e n jo y m e n t  o f  o u r  g u e s ts .  L o c a te d  

in  a  fo r e s te d  re s id e n t ia l  a re a  y e t  a  f iv e  m in u te  

w a lk  to  d o w n to w n ,  t h is  g e m  o f  a  h id e a w a y  is 

y o u r  h o m e  a w a y  f r o m  h o m e .
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s im p le ,  e le g a n t  fa s h io n .  W e  a re  a ls o  th e  
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(our teammate) Paul Witteman ’65 wrote in 
Sports Illustrated was ‘arguably the worst col
lege team in the country,’ and still loved the 
game and the experience?”

“J. Gerald Alaimo.”
Rest in peace, Coach.

— K a r l L i n d h o l m  ’67, Cornwall, Vermont

REMEMBERING SUAD

The untimely passing of a former Middlebury 
dining staff member earlier this year was a 
great loss to those of us who knew Suad Teo- 
canin. He was a source of positivity and laugh
ter, which was much appreciated amid the

Grow with Us!

Robert Half, the leader in specialized 
staffing services since 1948, invites 
you to learn more about exciting 
career opportunities.

We are seeking accounting, finance, 
technology, legal, marketing and 
administrative professionals fo r 
client engagements and internal 
recruiting positions.

For confidential consideration, 
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W illiam  N. Driscoll, Class o f '91 
District President 
Robert Half 
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Boston, MA 02110 
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N ew  England Falconry 

at the Historic Rutherford Barn 
4148 Hartland Hill Rd,Woodstock,Vermont
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inevitable ups and downs of college years. For 
me personally, recalling regular interactions 
with Suad brings great joy He had as much of 
an influence on my Middlebury experience as 
my most cherished professors.

The lack of acknowledgement of his pass
ing away with the Middlebury alumni com
munity is a miss by the College. Recognizing 
that Suad’s story is a complicated one—he no 
longer worked on campus, was homeless when 
he died, and may have struggled with sub
stance abuse—is not an excuse to disregard 
someone who added to the lives of many. Mid
dlebury espouses values of opportunity for all

and of ending injustice such as homelessness. 
Yet when there was a loss in our community 
that hit at the core of these issues, the College 
said nothing despite alumni calls to acknowl
edge Suad. Perhaps it is because his story does 
not fit neatly into a narrative. This is hypocrit
ical of an institution that advocates for such 
values, and ultimately very disappointing on a 
personal level to those of us who knew Suad.

I hope that we as a community can do better 
by those who positively impact the lives of our 
students, whether it is complicated or not. 

— M e g a n  M cE lroy R zezutko ’04, Newton, 
Massachusetts

LETTERS POLICY

Letters addressing topics discussed in the 
magazine are given priority, though they 
may be edited for brevity or clarity. On 
any given subject we will print letters that 
address that subject, and then in the next 
issue, letters that respond to the first. After 
that, we will move on to new subjects. Send 
letters to: Middlebury Magazine, 152 College 
Street, Middlebury, VT 05753 or middmag@ 
middleburyedu.

A f r i c a  
T RAVEL 
C e n t r e

Creating adventures for Middlebury 
alumni for over two decades.

"Twenty years from now, you will be 
more disappointed by the things 
that you didn't do than by the ones 
you did do." -  Mark Twain
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A nd— ^we’re growing! Maple, our new  independent 

living apartment building is scheduled for com pletion  
inF aU 2018.
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schedule a personal consultation.
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V E R M O N T 'S  LIFECARE C O M M U N IT Y  S i *

200 WAKE ROBIN DRIVE, SHELBURNE, VT 05482 O '  ‘ t ü
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F O R  T H E  R E C O R D

W hat W e’re Talking About

President Laurie Patton has penned a new 

book of poetry. House Crossing, a collection of 32 

poems, was published by Barrytown/Station Hill 

Press in May. The publisher describes the collection 

as a meditation on “where we live or, more properly, 

dwell.” More on House Crossing will appear in a fu

ture issue of the magazine.

The Middlebury Board of Trustees approved ten

ure recommendations for eight faculty members. 

Receiving the promotion to associate professor are 

Tara A ffo lte r (education studies). A ta Anzali (re

ligion). Luis Castaneda (Spanish and Portuguese), 

Kemi Fuentes-George (political science), Jamie 

McCallum (sociology and anthropology), Andrea 

Robbett (economics), Marcos Rohena-Madrazo 

(Spanish and Portuguese), and Max Ward (history).

As is customary, M iddlebury Commencement 

ceremonies occurred on both coasts in May. In 

Monterey, 286 students from 31 countries earned

master’s degrees. And in Vermont, during Memorial 

Day Weekend, 532 graduates processed on a Sunday 

morning, enjoying weather that couldn't have been 

more perfect. There were two valedictorians this 

year: Naomi Zecher Eisenberg. an economics major 

from Newton, Massachusetts; and Ry Sylvan Storey- 

Fisher, an environmental studies major from San 

Francisco. Hannah Beatrice Hudson, an Italian and 

French double major from Southbury, Connecticut, 

was the salutatorian. Pulitzer Prize-winning author 

Isabel Wilkerson delivered the Commencement ad

dress (see p. 29), and there was much sentiment that 

it was among the best Commencement addresses 

anyone had ever heard.

The Arbor Day Foundation has designated 

Middlebury as one of its “tree campuses,” a distinc

tion that recognizes colleges and universities that are 

leaders in “promoting healthy trees and engaging 

students and staff in the spirit of conservation.” And 

if one is interested in bragging rights, Midd was the 

lone NESCAC school to receive such an honor.

A  record number o f students accepted Middlebury’s 

offer of admission to form the Class o f 2022. A  to

tal of 765 first-years will arrive on campus next year— 

with 661 matriculating in the fall and 104 coming in 

February. The class is also believed to be among the 

most diverse in the school’s history. A  record 29 per

cent will be students of color, while first-generation 

college students increased to 15 percent o f the class.

The Middlebury community was greeted with an 

alert from Public Safety in mid-May, warning folks 

that a mama bear and her three cubs had taken 

up residence in a den in the Chipman Hill area of 

town. Subsequently, the ursine family has been 

spotted multiple times traversing the Trail Around 

Middlebury and the Battell Woods, with forays into 

the backyards of startled humans—including the 

copy editor of this magazine, Jessie Raymond ’90.

In the days following the U.S.-North Korea summit 

held in Singapore in June, the researchers at the 

Middlebury Institutes Center for Nonproliferation 

Studies seemed to have been on speed dial for most 

of the world’s media. Journalists from the New York 

Times. CNN. the Atlantic, CNBC. MSNBC, CBS, 

NPR, and Bloomberg were among the international 

media who sought out the expertise of the CNS fac

ulty in the 48 hours post-summit. One of the more 

entertaining exchanges, however, occurred before 

the meet. Read more on p. 28,

Econ prof Jessica Holmes is the winner of the 2018 

Gladstone Award honoring excellence in teaching. 

She plans on using the award stipend to create a new 

winter term course on health care policy.

The sixties are in vogue in the Museum of A rt this 

summer—specifically one of the 20th century’s most 

pivotal years: 1968. Provocative works by Robert 

Rauschenberg, Rupert Garcia, Roy Lichtenstein. 

Ellsworth Kelly, and many others speak to the tumult 

of the period—a time that saw the assassination of 

Martin Luther King Jr. and Bobby Kennedy, protests 

of the Vietnam War, rioting in cities—and the emer

gence of critical art forms that reflected the chaos. 

The exhibit, titled 1968. was organized by graduat

ing senior Maddie Hampton and rising junior Sophie 

Taylor. It runs through August 12.

For the 103rd consecutive summer, the Middlebury 

Language Schools are in session. Surely you know 

the salient facts: 11 languages taught, with full im

mersion in the study of language and culture. This 

year, more than 1,500 students will have signed the 

Language Pledge; they represent 47 states and 75 

countries.

Laurie Macaulay Jordan ’79 has retired. For 22 years. 

Jordan has held the title of College chaplain—but her 

impact on the community far exceeds any one job 

description. A  religious mentor, spiritual guide, and 

friend to so many, Jordan has comforted those in 

pain, calmed those in turmoil, and celebrated with 

the joyous. Her wisdom, compassion, and curiosity 

were frequently on display in public moments—at 

Commencement, Reunion Weekend, and Lessons 

and Carols, to name a few—yet it was in those quieter 

times that Jordan forged connections that will last a 

lifetime. We wish her well.
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Eye, Media
SujATA M o o r t i  is  THE C h a r le s  A. D ana 

P r o f e s s o r  o f  G e n d e r , Sexuality, and Femi
nist Studies at Middlebury, where she teaches 
courses on feminist cultural studies and di- 
asporic media studies. A former journalist in 
Mumbai, India, Moorti has published exten
sively on media representations of gender and 
sexuality. She is currently working on a manu
script titled iFeminism, in which she is exam
ining the ways social media is impacting the 
understanding of feminism around the world.

How does your experience as a journalist 
inform your work as a scholar?
As a young woman in the 1980s, I was expect
ed to stay in the office and let others report. 
I could edit, cover fashion and culture, but 
mostly I was deskbound. I kept insisting that 
I be allowed to report, and, eventually, the sto
ries I was given were stories that others didn’t 
want to do.

What did you cover?
After a year, I covered state and national poli
tics. As part of this, I started to cover stories 
in rural India, stories involving women’s issues, 
and these were stories that not only hadn’t 
received much coverage but involved people 
whose lives were unfolding in a way that was 
radically different than my own, coming 
from an urban center. So that is when I really 
started to become interested in gender stud
ies, both in terms of the sexism I experienced, 
and then as a journalist of “Whose lives do I 
cover? Whose voices do I have access to?”

How did your interests expand in the U.S.?
I was immediately struck by political cover
age, the nature of “horse race” coverage, as 
opposed to examinations of policy This fur
thered my interest in the role of media in 
democratic societies. From this broad frame
work, I started studying the ways gender and 
race are portrayed in the media.

Have you seen these portrayals change as 
media itself has changed?
Definitely, it has shifted. There is more atten
tion being paid to racism and sexism in the 
media, but I’m not sure if the substance has

changed. That is, has it really shifted the way 
we think about women’s issues? Racism?

Do you believe that there’s more coverage, 
but that it’s largely superficial?
I don’t know. Sometimes the coverage seems 
like window dressing, but I’d rather have win
dow dressing if it’s a first step. But if it stops at 
window dressing, then it’s a problem.

Does social media exacerbate this?
Well, yes and no. Let’s look at the political 
campaign of Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez. So
cial media can give voice to somebody from 
the margins, and it allows their name and their 
ideas to circulate in ways that probably aren’t 
possible for mainstream media.

And then a community builds . . .
Exactly. Whether that’s a community of po
litical supporters or survivors of sexual assault, 
there is a sense of “I have experienced it too.”

This seems to be a natural segue into your 
current research project, iFeminism.
Sure. I’m researching how social media and 
digital media are enabling new forms of activism, 
thinking about both the limits and possibilities.

And you started before the #MeToo move
ment?
Well, there have been many Me Too move
ments, haven’t there? Anita Hill was a Me Too 
movement. But it didn’t capture the public’s 
attention the way that the current movement 
has. And I think that’s because we are seeing 
what can happen when the forces of tradition
al media and social media combine to raise 
awareness.

So we’re witnessing a sea change . . .
In attention, yes. But to what end? That’s to 
be determined. Attention can only achieve so 
much; structural changes must occur also. We 
have to change individuals.
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D O W N L O A D NEWS

W h y  I Love C ricket

By Phani Wunnava, David K. Smith ’42 

Chair in Applied Economics

During my childhood in southern India, my family 

moved around a lot—my late father was a banker 

and he was transferred frequently—and because we 

never stayed in any one place for more than two 

years, I got used to being the perennial "new kid on 

the block. ” Fortunately, street cricket came to my 

rescue, helping me make friends—especially when 

we moved to those provinces where a language dif

ferent from my mother tongue was spoken.

Being a lefty, I had a natural advantage of being 

able to spin the ball as a bowler (very similar to a 

baseball pitcher throwing a curveball). In addition, 

my father was an avid shortwave radio listener, and 

we would tune in to radio cricket broadcasts from 

England, Australia, and New Zealand. (It was a great 

bonding experience for the both of us to listen to 

these broadcasts together.) While I was in college, 

I led our college cricket team and was recruited to 

play for some of the local club teams. To this day,

I occasionally play “tennis ball " cricket on campus 

with our students and some of my colleagues; I al

ways keep a cricket bat and a tennis ball in the trunk 

of my car.

And while I continue to cheer on India’s national 

team—relishing victories against England, Australia. 

South Africa, New Zealand. Pakistan, Sri Lanka—I 

am also thrilled that the sport is gaining popularity 

in the U.S. Since 2000, a number of cricket leagues 

have popped up around the country; I'm hoping it’s 

only a matter of time before one comes to Vermont.

Let’s Talk
I n  THE DAYS AND WEEKS that followed Charles 
Murray’s visit to campus in the spring of 2017, 
Shawna Shapiro became increasingly uneasy 
about a dichotomy—free speech versus inclu
sion—that appeared to shape many discussions 
following the event.

In private conversations with colleagues and 
students, the associate professor of writing 
and linguistics was hearing far more complex 
interpretations of the issues at hand. She was 
concerned that these perspectives and these 
voices—especially the students’—weren’t being 
heard, so she set out to learn more.

Earlier this summer, Shapiro wrote an essay 
for Inside Higher Ed in which she presented 
preliminary findings from a small study she 
had conducted.

PICTURE

Collaborating with undergraduate research
ers, Shapiro surveyed 80 Middlebury stu
dents and conducted in-depth interviews with 
roughly a quarter of those. Among the things 
she learned: if there is a single issue to focus on, 
learning how to talk rises to the top. Nearly 90 
percent of those surveyed said they believed it 
was important to engage in difficult conversa
tions with people who held views different than 
their own. About half of those surveyed said 
they were already doing so, while acknowledg
ing that doing so isn’t easy.

“This research suggests that our institutional 
resources should be invested not just in the 
what of ideological difference but in the how,” 
she wrote. “Our students will be able to tell us 
what they need, given the opportunity.”

26 Middlebury m a g a z i n e

Down in the Valley Mead Chapel sits at the highest point on campus, with the Champlain Valley reced

ing westward to the Adirondacks. Reunion-goers have departed, and as the sun sets on a quiet evening, 

the sounds of summer—chirping birds, the rumble of a passing truck, a jogger’s footsteps—drift across a 

nearly empty campus.
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Tennis, Anyone?
In May, the men's and women's tennis teams both advanced 
to the NCAA Division III semifinals, joining the Emory 
University Eagles in placing both squads among the tourna
ments' respective Final Fours. While the Middlebury women 
were narrowly eliminated in the semis, falling to the Eagles 
five matches to four, the men bested Emory and NESCAC 
rival Bowdoin to capture the program's third national title.

Percentage of men’s and 

women’s Final Four teams 

from New England

Percentage o f New 

England Final Four teams 

from Middlebury

Percentage of men’s and 

women’s Final Four teams 

from Amherst

25
Wins for the men’s team, in 29 contests, 

a program record

17
Wins for the women’s team, in 21 contests, 

tying a program record

2,453
Miles from Middlebury, Vermont, to Claremont, 

California, site o f the men's and women’s 

tennis championships

Rubber Match

In knocking ofFBowdoin, 
5-3, to win the national 

championship, the Middlebury 
men avenged a NESCAC 
championship loss to the 

Polar Bears two weeks prior. 
The championship match was 

the third time the teams had 
met in the 2018 season, with 

Midd cruising to an 8-1 
victory in April.

Running the Table

Both Panther teams were 
perfect at home this season, 

combining for a 14-0 record. 
And the contests weren’t 
even close. Neither team 
dropped more than two 

matches in any given home 
contest. (Contests are deter
mined by the outcome of six 

singles matches and three 
doubles matches.)

Three and Counting

This was the third season in 
a row that both Middlebury 

tennis teams advanced to the 
NCAA semifinals. No other 

school in the country 
can say the same thing.
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Some Rodeo

A COUPLE OF W EEKS BEFORE U.S. President 
Donald Trump met up with North Korean dicta
tor Kim Jong Un in Singapore, a journalist with 
the Toronto Star reached out to Jeffrey Lewis, 
a scholar and researcher at the Middlebury 
Institute’s Center for Nonproliferation Studies.

In a text message, the journalist—a fellow 
named Daniel Dale—wanted to learn Lewis’s 
opinion ofTrump’s handling of the on-off-on- 
again nature of the potential tête-à-tête.

“I’m writing about the North Korea news,” 
Dale texted, “and I just want to ask you for your 
assessment of how Trump has handled this file 
over the last couple of months. Anything you 
say would be appreciated.”

Lewis’s two-word reply: “Goat rodeo.” 
While Dale typed “Hahaha,” one can easily 

imagine that his actual response would have 
looked more like the millennial “LOL.” He 
added: “Any chance you could expand this into 
even one sentence? [If not,} I will quote ‘goat 
rodeo’ unless you object.”

Lewis’s reply?
“This is a total goat rodeo.”
On the eve of the summit in June, Lewis got 

a little more mileage out of his phrase, writing 
in a Foreign Policy opinion piece: “Despite the 
best efforts by [journalists] like the New York 
Times’s Mark handler to normalize this process, 
it is not normal. It is not disruptive, nor does 
it reflect a strategy. It is, by any traditional 
measure, a goat rodeo.”

Post-summit, Lewis’s opinion of the meet
ing was no more sanguine, telling Christiane 
Amanpour of CNN, “I didn’t lower my expecta
tions quite far enough.”

REVI EW

3 r
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W rite r  s < '
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Th e W rite r ’s Reader: Vocation,

Preparation, C reation

Edited by Robert Cohen, Professor of English and 
American Literatures, and Jay Parini, D. E. Axinn Profes
sor of English and Creative Writing

Review excerpt from the Sydney Morning Herald

The Writer’s Reader is an anthology edited by Robert Cohen and 

Jay Parini, collecting the thoughts of 53  writers, from Michel de 

Montaigne to Zadie Smith, on their calling and their art. It’s an in

valuable resource for the student of writing, and enlightening in all

sorts of ways, but I'd caution against reading too much in one sitting. You might never want to write again.

It’s the stern admonitions of Flannery O ’Connor (“The writer has to judge himself with a stranger’s eye 

and a stranger’s severity’’); the serial rejections that plagued Charles Baxter (“ I fell down very far into 

several intellectual and spiritual and emotional abysses ”); and the eventual success that Ted Solotaroff says 

won't let you off the hook (“The life of published fiction writers is most often the exchange of one level of 

rejection, uncertainty, and disappointment for another”).

Well, aspiring writers, you can’t say they didn’t warn you. All the contributors are generous and honest, 

often painfully so, providing plenty of aphorisms you might want to scribble down and stick on your PC.

PI CTURE

2
I

ROBERT COHEN and jAV PARINI

Lieutenant Bissainthe The day before he walked with his classmates and graduated from Middlebury, 

Stephen Bissainthe was commissioned into the United States Army as a second lieutenant, field artil

lery officer. While at Middlebury, Bissainthe was enrolled in the Reserve Officers’ Training Corps at the 

University of Vermont: he reports to Fort Sill in Oklahoma in the fall.
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UpFront

NUMBERS

“Radical empathy is not about you and what you 

would do in a situation that you have never been in 

and perhaps never will. It is the generosity of spirit that 

opens your heart to the true experience and pain 

and perspective of another. We need more of that 

in this world.”
—Isabel Wilkerson, Pulitzer Prize-winning journalist and author, speaking to the Class of 2018 

ARCHIVE

Boxed Set This panorama, a long scroll dating to around 1875, depicts six scenes of “Yankee Doodle” 

and eight of the story Rip Van Winkle, both illustrated by 19th-century political cartoonist Thomas Hast. 

Handles built into the outer box advance the scroll.

The College obtained the scroll—one of only four known to exist—in April 2017 from a rare bookseller in 

Vermont. The catch: it had lost the outer box shown here. So Middlebury College carpenter Ron Munson 

rebuilt the box; preservation manager Joseph Watson recreated its theater-proscenium graphics using 

scans obtained from a copy at Yale University; and College conservation technician Ginny Faust glued the 

new graphics in place.

The panorama is, once again, complete.

For the 13th time in as many years, Middlebury 

called a halt to classes on a Friday in April and asked 

that the community turn its attention to undergradu

ate research conducted during the prior year. The 

2018 Spring Student Symposium drew around 1,000 

people to Bicentennial Hall and the Johnson build

ing throughout a day that featured poster and oral 

presentations, readings, and performances.

60
STUDENT PRESENTERS IN THE INAUGURAL 

SPRING SYMPOSIUM IN 2006

STUDENT PRESENTERS IN THE 2018 

SPRING SYMPOSIUM

52
POSTER PRESENTATIONS IN 2018

1
POSTER PRESENTATION THAT INVOLVED 

AN AUGMENTED REALITY SANDBOX

POSTER PRESENTATIONS THAT ADDRESSED 

THE TOPIC “WHAT IS THE GOOD LIFE AND 

HOW DO WE LIVE IT TOGETHER?"
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or many o f us, our w ork  spaces are fa ir ly  bland.

W e m ight have a desk and chair, a com puter and 

ph one, som e shelves w ith  p h otos o f  fam ily w ho  

w e don’t see  as m uch as w e do our colleagues because we  

spend m ore w aking hours at w ork than at h o m e. ^  T here  

are p le n ty  o f  o ff ic e s  at M iddlebury, o f  co u rse—som e  

faculty offices are so in teresting  th ey  could  be m useum  

exh ib its. (W e show ed  a handful in a p h o to  essay titled  

“E m in en t D o m a in s” a few  years back .) Yet for m any— 

w h eth er in V erm ont, C alifornia, or abroad—o n e ’s w ork  

space is a unique environm ent. ffW e offer a w ind ow  into  

th ese  places, th ese  occupational habitats. Som e you m ay 

never have seen  b efore . A n d  o th ers  you  w ill see  anew, 

th rou gh  th e  eyes o f  th e ir  in h a b ita n ts , w h o  call th ese  

spaces a hom e away from  hom e.

REBEKAH IR W IN

Director of Special Collections and Archives

H ab ita t Davis Family Library, Special Collections and Archives

If  you had only one sentence to describe this space, what would you say?

One sentence? Can you imagine how many individual sentences are stock
piled here? Handwritten sentences, typed sentences, sentences in poetic 
verse and in song? Sentences typed into emails by College presidents and 
written with feather quills? I can’t even try

Can you tell us something about your work space that few people know?

We have a massive safe that can withstand the unthinkable: fire, flood, 
explosion. The fiber-special of Special Collections reside inside: Henry 
David Thoreau’s personal copy of Walden with his handwritten notes; 
the College’s founding charter (on animal skin) signed by the governor 
of Vermont (with a feather quill, presumably); a small clay tablet from 
Mesopotamia, circa 2000 BCE; a 500-year-old handmade book illustrated 
with gold ink.
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Petri dishes containing
microbes from Ely Copper
Mine in Vershire. Vermont
part of a study of acid
drainage from the mine



LESLEY-ANN G ID D IN G S

Assistant Professor of Chemistry and Biochemistry 

H a b ita t Giddings Lab, Bicentennial Hall

I f  these walls could ta lk , w hat would they say?

“People are always here, generally from 7:30 a.m.-6;oo p.m. And 
if an alert goes out to say the freezer temperature is fluctuating, 
[Lesley-Ann] will come in, even if it is 4:00 a.m.” Adds Lesley-Ann, 

“This place is an extension of myself”

Can you te ll me something about the Giddings Lab th a t few  

people know?

We’re not only storing proteins that we make but we’re also grow
ing the cells that make protein, growing other cells. We can do a 
lot in this small space: grow microbes, extract and amplify DNA 
and RNA, purify compounds.

JACOB W IL K IN S O N

Crew Chief

H ab ita t Ralph Myhre Golf Course

Can you te ll us som ething about th e  g o lf course th a t few  

people know?

We specialize in more than just cutting the grass. It is an art 
to grow turf and grow it well while maintaining extreme low 
heights of cuts. Many tools are involved with the operation 
other than mowers. This includes irrigation on the entire course 
underground, applications for plant health, cup setting on the 
greens, to name a few.

W h a t’s your favorite tim e of day to  be here, and why?

My favorite time of day on the golf course is during the sunrise 
hours (5:30) and sunset hours (8:30) during the mid-summer. At 
those times it is just nature and its beauty before golfers are out 
and machines are running. Picturesque moments.
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PAUL M O N O D *

Principal, Middlebury-CMRS Oxford Humanities Program

H a b ita t  Feneley Library at the Center for Medieval and 
Renaissance Studies, Keble College, Oxford

I f  these walls could ta lk , what would they say?

“Where have the garment workers gone?” The building was a shirt 
factory from the 1870s until the 1920s.

You're walking out o f here for the final tim e and look back over 

your shoulder—what are you thinking?

This summer, I did walk out of the building for the last time, as 
principal of the program, at least. I was thinking, “It’s all still here 

, after four years and it’s going to continue for a lot longer.”

HEDYA KLEIN

Fletcher Professor of the Arts

H ab ita t Printmaking Studio, Johnson Building, Room 402

I f  these walls could ta lk , what would they say?

“I have seen a lot of struggle and late-night shifts, which, in turn, 
allowed great work to happen.”

You’re walking out o f here for the final tim e and look back 

over your shoulder—what are you thinking?

Frustration, exhilaration . . .  all states of mind are possible in 
the studio.

•Professor Paul Monod returns to the Histoid' Department at Middlebury this fall, 
after directing the Middlebury-CMRS program in Oxford for the past four years.
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ASHLEY LADUKE

Head Baker

H ab ita t Bake shop, Proctor Hall

Can you te ll us something about the Proctor bake shop that 

few  people know?

The bake shop features a rotating deck oven that has the capacity 
to bake i6 sheet pans at one time, meaning we can accommodate 
our students’ dessert needs with ease!

W hat's your favorite tim e of day to be in the bake shop and why?

I love mornings, and the days when I start at 5:00 are my favorite. 
The world is still quiet, and I’m able to focus entirely on dessert 
production.

y  JACKI G ALENKAM P

■ Mail Center Supervisor

H ab ita t Student Mailroom, McCullough Student Center

Can you te ll us som ething about th is  m ailroom  th a t few  

people know?

We received more than 88,000 packages in 2017.

I f  these walls could ta lk , what would they say?

“Calling the mailroom and asking if a package has been delivered 
from Amazon doesn’t help anybody” (See prior question.)
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JO N A TH A N  KEMP

Telescope and Scientific Computing 
Specialist

H a b ita t Mittelman Observatory, 
Bicentennial Hall

I f  you had only one sentence to  

describe th is space, w hat would  

you say?

The observatory serves as a gateway 
to the universe, Middlebury’s gate
way to the universe.

W h a t’s your favorite tim e o f day to  be here, and why?

The later stages of dusk around nautical twilight are always impressive. At 
that point, the natural environment is amazingly beautiful and serene, and 
one can reflect on the day concluding and the promise of the night to come 
in studying the astrophysical mysteries of the universe. Dusk signifies an 
uncloaking and revealing of the nighttime sky as the sun exits the stage. 
This time of day often reminds me of Magritte’s EEmpire des Lumières.

M IC H A E L MOSER

Director of Facilities Services

H a b ita t Biomass Plant

You’re walking out o f here for the final tim e and look back over your 

shoulder—w hat are you thinking?

With a purposeful pause and deep breath. I’d close my eyes, smile, and 
fondly remember the excitement of creating and designing early plant 
strategies, the milestone of construction, the commitment to mastering 
operations. I’d think about the wonderful people who participated in this 
journey. And I’d think I was a part of something that was—and remains— 
worthwhile, significant, and successful. This place has had such a positive 
impact and will be a part of Middlebury College’s legacy.
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A N N A  VASSILIEVA

Professor; Director, Graduate Initiative in Russian Studies, 
Middlebury Institute of International Studies

SO PHIE ESSER CALVI 0 3 .5

Associate Director of Global Food and Farm Programs

H a b ita t Room too, McGowan Building, Monterey
M EGAN O S TE R H O U T  BRAKELEY 0 6

Food and Garden Educator

I f  you had only one sentence to  describe this classroom, what 

would you say?

It feels like everything at once: space exploration, a battlefield, 
a moving meditation, an intellectual oneness, a sip-by-sip 
presence of ajapanese tea ceremony, swimming in the ocean; joy, 
flow, touching the horizon.

H ab ita t The Knoll

Can you te ll us something about this space th a t few  people 

know?

This is a space where one can find a real me. Look at the image 
behind me: The seraphim holds a sword—a burning, precise 
weapon that cuts through the hearts of people to awaken them 
to action, to alert them to urgency of action, to enlighten, to 
comfort. This is what teaching is to me.

Can you te ll us something about the Knoll th a t few  people 

know?

Brakeley: Drought is one of our greatest challenges at the garden 
site, given the sandy loam soil profile; a surprise since we are sur
rounded by the Vergennes clay remnants of the Champlain Sea!

W h a t’s your favorite tim e o f day to  be here, and why?

Calvi: Sunset. The light. The light. The light.

I f  the garden could ta lk , what would it say?

Calvi: “When you care for me. I’ll teach you to slow down and 
care for yourself”
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When she regained consciousness, Avery Shawler '13 didn’t know where she was. She couldn’t see out of 

her left eye and the pain from her left arm was searing. With her right hand, she wiped gently over her 

brow. Looking down at her palm, she saw that it was covered in blood. ^  The sight of blood and a few more 

seconds, or perhaps it was minutes, prompted Shawler to take stock of her injuries and circumstances. She 

was still unclear as to what had happened and her whereabouts, but her wilderness training had taught her 

to assess, to plan, to be smart. ^  There was the injured eye, or damage around, and the arm hurting like 

hell. Her side also ached; probably a broken rib or ribs. Her right knee was smashed and, most alarming, 

blood seeped steadily from two deep gashes on the side of her left leg.

Using just her uninjured arm, Shawler dug into her backpack and 
removed her first-aid kit. She managed to wrap her wounds with gauze 
and a bandage that would, she hoped, stem the bleeding. Then she put 
on her extra layers. Her bright red jacket helped with the wind, but the 
cold was unrelenting. She was already losing feeling in her feet.

Next, Shawler pulled a small plastic packet from her first-aid kit. As 
a Christmas gift the previous year, her brother Evan had sent her some 
Mylar emergency blankets. (He was studying to be a physician and 
had recently completed a wilderness medicine course.) His note read 
something to the effect of You like doing things outdoors. Throw a couple 
of these into your first-aid kit. Tou never know. Shawler had thought it was 
an odd gift, but also kind of cool, in that preparedness-geek kind of way.

Now, halfway up the rocky face of a mountain called the Devil’s 
Bedstead in the Pioneer Mountains of central Idaho, Shawler tore open 
the package, unfolded the bright silver blanket, and wrapped it tightly 
around herself

S
HAWLER GREW UP EVERYWHERE. Before college, the family moved 
10 times, following her father’s work as an executive in the eyecare 
business. By the time she reached Middlebury, Shawler had lived in 

Singapore, China, Germany, Florida, Georgia, North Carolina, Florida 
(again). South Korea, and Singapore (again). During high school in Asia, 
she swam and ran track and cross-country It was only at Middlebury 
that she got into outdoor pursuits like biking, skiing, and hiking. She 
joined the Mountain Club and, when not studying for her degree in con
servation biology, went on many adventures that would sound familiar 
to just about anyone who has an affinity for the mountains and has fived 
in Vermont. She became a Mountain Club guide, took a Wilderness First 
Responder course, and renewed her certification in 2014.

Soon after graduating, Shawler moved to Ketchum, Idaho, where she 
mixed contract work and volunteer hours for local conservation groups, 
including one called the Wood River Wolf Project. She took advantage 
of easy access to the outdoors, biking throughout the area and hiking 
many peaks in and around the Pioneers, often by herself She loved being 
around friends, but there was something meditative about experiencing 
nature without talking, without anyone but the self 

At 8:00 on the morning of September 5, 2016, Shawler set out from 
the apartment she shared with a fellow Middlebury grad and headed 
northeast out of Ketchum on Trail Creek Road toward the trailhead 
that would lead her up the Devil’s Bedstead. At 11,865 feet, the mountain 
is capped by a nearly vertical i,ooo-foot wall and overlooks a stunning

U-shaped valley Matt Leidecker ’96.5—a Ketchum native, photographer, 
and author of Exploring Sun W/ey—describes it as “one of the iconic 
peaks in the Pioneers.”

Before the hike, Shawler texted some friends to tell them where she 
was going and when she expected to return, as she always did before 
heading into the backcountry She had her first-aid gear in her pack, as 
well as extra food, water, clothes, and an emergency satellite beacon.

The first part of the hike cuts through a Douglas fir forest before rising 
past the timberline and then ascending byway of a series of switchbacks. 
Shawler could see that fresh snow had fallen on the slate gray slopes above, 
but the snow was melting. Around 11:00 a.m., she came to a juncture. 
It wasn’t a fork, per se: at that elevation, roughly 9,400 feet, trails fade 
away and ascents become scrambles pointed in a specific direction. 
But it was a juncture in the “choice” sense of the word: continue the 
steady traverse up from the mountain’s saddle, or take a more direct, 
and somewhat more exposed, route. Seeing that the more challenging 
route looked fun and doable, Shawler decided to take it.

Within an hour, however, her fun scramble transformed into a danger
ous predicament. The slushy snow was refreezing, turning nearly every 
rock into a treacherous slick. Pausing on a living-room-sized ledge, she 
could see that the route she had ascended was falling into shadows and 
icing over completely. Descending that path looked like a poor option. 
She even tested this hypothesis, attempting to walk downhill a bit, but 
a quick stumble confirmed her thinking. There would be no U-turn.

Shawler sat down to try and calm her nerves. She ate half of her 
leftover pasta lunch, saving the rest just in case. Peering further up the 
slope, she could see that conditions were drier. From there, she guessed 
a safer traverse and descent would be possible. But it was also a steep 
climb to get there, perhaps 70 feet. She assessed the risk and didn’t like 
the result: a fall here would be serious, if not deadly She took out her 
iPhone and walked all around the ledge, trying unsuccessfully to get a 
signal. She dialed 911, anyway. Nothing. “Searching,” the screen declared 
with perfect indifference.

Now she had no choice: she had to use the satellite beacon. Yet even 
after retrieving it from her backpack, Shawler paused, reluctant to switch 
it on due to a combination of embarrassment and uncertainty about 
initiating a full-scale rescue. Reason soon prevailed, and she pressed 
and held the SOS button. After about 20 seconds, the device was sup
posed to enable texting with emergency dispatch. She began counting, 
but within a few seconds the beacon went dead. (It had 50 percent of its 
battery life left when she had checked it the night before, but the cold 
weather had apparently sapped it.)
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As she repositioned herself, Shawler felt the phone in her backpack side pocket. 

She pulled it out and saw that the battery life was down to about 10 percent. The 

area had no coverage; she had already checked, from this very spot, before her fall.

Fear arrived in earnest. Shawler yelled for help, knowing full well that 
it was a waste of energy, that any hikers on the trail to Kane Lake were 
far too far away She cursed, loud, angry at herself for landing in this 
situation. Her friends wouldn’t expect her home yet, and by the time 
anyone noted her absence, it would be too late in the day to mobilize an 
emergency response. Nighttime on the mountain, with limited clothing 
and freezing temperatures, would likely kill her. Shawler had no choice 
but to climb.

Reexamining the slope above, she felt that if she could just get past 
that tough section, she would be on that safer route. It was a huge risk, 
but it also wasn’t; not when the only other move was to stay put and try 
not to freeze to death.

Shawler felt a rush of adrenaline as she began to make her way closer to 
safety. The climb went smoothly, for almost 6o feet, until that one rock 
near the top. That one rock that came loose and sent Shawler tumbling.

W
RAPPED IN  THE M y LAR BLANKET AND SH IV ERIN G, Shawler 
knew that, barring some freakish good fortune—another hiker, 
maybe, or an emergency beacon miracle—she was going to die. 
She grew heartsick thinking of the sadness that would soon befall her 

family and friends, and she felt selfish for having opted for the slightly 
more challenging route.

She began to reflect on death, and on the varied nature of those reflec
tions. She thought about her family and friends, of course, and how unfair 
it was that her torment and sadness would soon end in sleep, while theirs 
would persist. She also wondered what photograph would accompany 
newspaper coverage of her fatal accident. She even thought about the 
young guy from Vermont. He was her same age and, although they had 
never met, Shawler remembered reading about him, that he had died in 
a hiking accident just a year ago. Wasn’t that near here, near this place where 
I ’m lying, broken and freezing?

Then Shawler heard a strange mammalian screech. Eeeeep! Eeeeep! She 
lifted her head and saw a pika, an animal that looks like a mashup of a 
mouse, squirrel, and rabbit. The pika was perched on a rock nearby, as 
much at home in this environment as injured Shawler was not. Shawler 
wondered if she was hallucinating, but in away it didn’t matter: the pika’s 
jolting call stirred her, urged her to sit up straighter, pull the blanket in 
closer, and resist sleep at all costs.

As she repositioned herself, Shawler felt the phone in her backpack 
side pocket. She pulled it out and saw that the battery life was down to 
about 10 percent. The area had no coverage; she had already checked, 
from this very spot, before her fall. She thought about using the remain
ing battery juice to record a goodbye video. She didn’t know precisely 
what she would say, but it would be some blend of apology, gratefulness, 
love, and please don’t stay sad. It would be the kind of goodbye message 
that people with the foresight and ability to do so often record in tragic 
situations like this one. Yet how to pull it off without sounding cliché? 
And how to do it without crying, because surely if she cried that would 
make it harder, not easier, on those watching it after she was gone.

So she reconsidered. Recording that message, she realized, would 
have been the first step in giving up, and Shawler wasn’t ready to give 
up. Instead, she dialed 911.

The call failed.
She tried again.
She tried 13 more times.
Then, at 2:55 in the afternoon, Avery Shawler heard a ringtone, and 

then a person.

Dispatch: Blaine County 911, what’s the address of your emergency? 
Nine-one-one, do you have an emergency?
Shawler: Yes.
Dispatch: What’s going on?
Shawler: I was climbing a mountain and I fell...
Dispatch: Okay, you fell off while rock climbing?
Shawler: I don’t know.. ..  I don’t know.
Dispatch: Were you rock climbing?
Shawler: Well, I was climbing this peak.
Dispatch: You’re hiking?
Shawler: Well, yeah. Oh, wow, I ...
Dispatch: How far did you fall?
Shawler: I don’t know, but my leg is torn up and I don’t know where I am. 
Dispatch: Okay. Do you know what mountain it was you were climbing up? 
Shawler: I’m afraid that I can ...  can’t, you know.
Dispatch: Okay. And what’s the telephone number, is that a deactivated 
cell phone?
Shawler: Is it a what?
Dispatch: That cell phone you’re using, is that a deactivated one? 
Shawler: No, it’s activated.
Dispatch: So what’s your cell phone number?
Shawler: It’s 802-377-5066.

A minute later, the line went dead.

R
od  G regg , a 5i -year- old former po lic e  o f f ic e r , was work
ing as a 911 dispatcher for Blaine County. The connection with the 
injured woman had failed, but she called back immediately. This 
time, before the call dropped away again, Gregg and a colleague were 

able to learn that she was not on Bald Mountain (the main peak at Sun 
Valley Resort and a popular hiking area). They needed a lot more to go 
on, but it was a start.

The dispatchers tried calling Shawler back, but both attempts went 
straight to voicemail. Then Shawler’s third call made it through to Gregg, 
and this time he kept her on the line for 35 minutes, gathering informa
tion about her location and injuries, and encouraging her to stay alert. 
Help was coming. But Gregg could hear that Shawler was deteriorating.

Shawler: I want to go to sleep.
Gregg: Don’t go to—just stay awake for me, okay?

46 Middlebury m a g a z i n e



Sbawler's backpack 

contained her first-aid k 

those Mylar emergency 

blankets~and the cell 

phone, its battery life 

dwindling, that somehow 

found a signal.

Sixteen times during those 35 minutes, Gregg promised Shawler that 
rescuers would find her and get her out of there. Local authorities tried 
to triangulate her location using cellular data, but that only works if there 
are multiple nodes in a network connecting with a device. Shawler’s 
phone was only reaching one tower, and with a weak signal at that. 
Instead, through steady and supportive questioning, Gregg was able to 
jog Shawler’s memory, drawing out critical details about her day and her 
whereabouts—where she had parked, what she could see from her perch, 
which way she was facing, her probable elevation. From these clues, Gregg 
and other emergency responders were able to approximate her location.

Shawler: The helicopter’s coming?
Gregg: It is, it’s on the way.
Shawler: I hope you know—

Her voice trailed off, and the line went quiet for good. “It was pretty 
heartbreaking when the [cellphone] battery went dead and we lost 
her,” Gregg later told me. “I had to walk out and take a few minutes to 
myself—let the emotions settle a little bit.”

Up on the ledge, Shawler thought she heard a helicopter a few times, 
but it was just the wind. Maybe no one is coming, she thought. Weak, 
cold, and alone, Shawler was nevertheless alert enough to know that her 
concussion and hypothermia might be messing with her mind. Perhaps 
she had imagined the 911 call. What about the pika? Was that even real?

Then, breaking the silence like a thunderclap, a helicopter appeared 
overhead. Its approach was not from the valley below, as Shawler had 
anticipated, but from above, from behind the mountain summit. The 
sound and whipping wind were overwhelming, as was the sense of relief 

Shawler didn’t know it at the time, but the fact that a helicopter had 
reached her so quickly, and that it was this particular helicopter, was 
yet another stroke of improbable good fortune. Based near Kalispell, 
Montana, the crew happened to be on a search nearby, just about 60

miles from Shawler’s position in the Pioneers. At 4:20 p.m., when the 
pdot got word of the injured hiker, he steered the Bell 429 aircraft south, 
reaching the search area in less than 20 minutes. Landing anywhere nearby 
would have been out of the question, but this helicopter was equipped 
with a special cable for exactly this kind of extraction mission. Thanks 
to the bright silver space blanket, the crew spotted Shawler almost im
mediately. In video footage taken from the aircraft during the rescue, 
Shawler—bloodied and half asleep—smiles wide.

When Gregg later learned that Shawler had been rescued, he stepped 
outside once again. “I never had a call really affect me that way,” he told 
me. Shawler was clearly a strong person, he said. The fact is, unexpected 
things can happen out there. “She held in and held on. I mean, a 6o-foot 
fall? Others might have given up,” Gregg said. As for the long odds, rogue 
cell signal, and nearby helicopter, Gregg had only one thought: “Someone 
was looking out for her that day.”

L
a s t  s p r i n g , a t  a  c o f f e e  s h o p  n e x t  t o  t h e  UC B e r k e l e y  

campus, Avery Shawler looked out the window at pedestrians star
ing at cellphones as they walked down Oxford Street and crossed 
Berkeley Way “I almost just. . .  went to sleep,” she said, recalling that 

afternoon on the Devil’s Bedstead. Her injuries have healed and the 
scar above her eye is barely perceptible, but the accident, almost two 
years ago now, is still on her mind. “I’m really not supposed to be here.” 

Her astonishing good luck is almost enough to make a nonbeliever 
wonder about fate. In fact, not long after her ordeal, Shawler, received 
a note from a colleague saying that a self-described clairvoyant had 
dropped by the office looking for Shawler. She had a message. The woman 
claimed to have spoken to Luke Richardson’s spirit. Luke was the young 
man from Vermont who had died on the Devil’s Bedstead the previous 
summer, no more than a few hundred feet from where Shawler had been 
rescued. The clairvoyant wanted to tell Shawler that Luke was the reason 
for the telecommunications miracle. Luke saved her life.

Shawler never followed up with the woman, and she isn’t about to trade 
biology for parapsychology. (For the record, I have it on good author
ity, which is to say physics professor Rich Wolfson, that a change from 
zero to one bar is not outside the range of random fluctuations or small 
changes to signal strength that can occur due to factors such as humidity 
or clouds.) Yet Shawler isn’t in a hurry to wave the thought aside, either. 

“I feel so guilty that I survived but he didn’t,” she told me. The possibil
ity, however remote, that Luke helped is a heartening one, and so she 
holds on to it. One of these days, she added, she will reach out to the 
Richardson family She just hasn’t yet found the right way, the right words.

In the meantime, Shawler spends most days continuing to be the viva
cious explorer and driven scholar that her family and friends know her 
to be. While living in Ketchum, she had thought about graduate school, 
but figured she would get around to it at some point in the future. But 
the accident altered her attitude toward time. She jumped into the ap
plication process and is now pursuing her PhD in environmental science, 
focusing her research on wildlife conservation.

When it comes to risk, Shawler does think her experience changed 
her; if she was a 7 out of 10 on the risky-behavior scale before, today she 
says she is a 5. Yet she cringes to think that any expression of restraint, let 
alone this very public one, might be misconstrued as her telling others 
not to have adventures, not to take risks. That couldn’t be further from 
the truth. As if to underscore the point, we spend a good portion of the 
afternoon talking about Shawler’s upcoming summer in Wyoming and 
her field research deep in grizzly country. Shawler laughs, clearly happy 
with the path she’s chosen. Cl
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By Chris Santella '85 
Photographs by Stephen Voss

■ ■ ■ ■ ■  HE P o t o m a c  R i v e r , where it separates 
Arlington, Virginia, from Washington, 
D.C., is not every fly angler’s idea of nir
vana. There are treatment plants pumping 
in less-than-pure water, the occasional 
shopping cart to negotiate while wading, 
and nary a rising trout in sight.

Yet whenever he can find free time, 
Chris Wood ’88—CEO of the nonprofit 
organization Trout Unlimited (TU)—can 
be found casting flies into the Potomac’s 
rather murky waters. There are a number 
of fish here, after all, that will take a fly. 

And here, in proximity to the citadels 
of power. Wood is strategically situated to continue his work protecting 
cold, clear-flowing rivers elsewhere—in the mountains, the north woods, 
the high desert canyons of the West—the rivers that are home to the 25 
species of trout that can be found in the United States.

Fly casting in these urban environs—where the scenery isn’t exactly 
bucolic—Wood exudes a genuine sense of positivity It’s an outlook that 
might seem a bit Pollyannaish when exhibited by someone else, but 
one that comes naturally to him—whether he’s buttonholing legislators, 
taking donors fishing, or staking out a middle ground between fourth- 
generation miners and take-no-prisoner environmentalists to protect a 
high mountain creek.

Earlier this spring, I visited with Wood at Trout Unlimited’s Arlington 
headquarters, and I was a bit surprised to learn that he had not grown up 
fishing. Though he brought a fishing rod with him to college, he hadn’t 
used it all that much, not until he began volunteering with the Big Brothers 
Big Sisters of America program his senioryear. The parents of his “little 
brother” suggested that fly-fishing might be a good activity for their 
son and Wood to undertake, so the two would hit the streams around 
Addison County every now and then. But “not long after we began our 
fly-fishing adventures, his family moved away,” Wood said. “I still had 
the fly rod, so I began fishing on my own.”

Given the number of trout streams within a short drive of campus. 
Wood found ample opportunity to fish. (He confessed that he did not 
have a perfect attendance record for his morning classes.) One morning 
he landed a five-pound, 23-inch rainbow trout below the Middlebury Falls 
of Otter Creek; for a time, his bank card pin was “0523.”

After he graduated. Wood worked a couple of menial jobs back home 
in New Jersey, but he was restless, and near the end of the summer of
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1988, he headed west to Alaska at the urging of Mick Kelly, a college 
friend. One day Wood went salmon fishing. “I had my y-weight, a pair 
of brand-new rubber Ranger boot-foot waders, and a handful of flies,” 
he recalled. “As I walked up the bank, I looked down into the river and 
saw these gigantic fish, much larger than any I’d ever seen. On closer 
inspection, they had these grotesque hooked jaws, and their bodies 
were covered in gnarly sores. Being a Jersey kid, I guessed that there had 
been a terrible industrial accident— train must have fallen ojfa trestle and 
dumped chemicals into the river, disfiguring all thefish\ I continued upriver, 
being careful to avoid what must have been acid-laced water, and I came 
upon a guy who was wading into the river with a rod.

‘“What are you doing?’ I called out, hoping to alert him to the chemical 
disaster. He looked at me like I was crazy and said, ‘I’m fishing.’ ‘What 
happened to the fish?’ I called back. ‘They’re salmon,’ he replied, shak
ing his head and returning to his angling. I walked back to the car and 
drove into town and took out a book on salmon from the local library. I 
understood now what I’d seen, and was fascinated.” When he read soon 
after of the diminished runs of sockeye salmon in Idaho, he decided that 
he wanted to help.

Wood subsequently moved to Idaho, where he landed a job with the 
research division of the U.S. Forest Service. When his mentor was named 
chief of the Forest Service in 1997, Wood followed him to D.C., assuming 
the role of senior policy and communications advisor.

At the Forest Service, Wood helped orchestrate a landmark achieve
ment: the architecture and passage of the 2001 Roadless Rule, which 
prohibited road construction and timber harvesting on 58.5 million acres 
of roadless areas on National Forest System lands in 39 states.

Roads in undeveloped natural areas pose considerable threats to sur
rounding ecosystems, especially streams and rivers. Beyond increased 
human access, road construction—and the timber harvest that often 
follows—creates significant erosion, clogging critical headwaters with 
sediment and affecting water quality. Fewer trees mean less shade, which 
translates into higher water temperatures. The compromised condi
tions in the headwaters have an adverse impact on habitat for fish and 
other species that call those streams home, and warmer, dirtier water 
flows downstream, affecting lower reaches of the watershed. Protecting 
headwaters is a key component of protecting coldwater fisheries, which 
made Wood’s move to a new job and new organization in 2001 a natural 
progression.

T
rout  U n l im it e d  was f o u n d ed  i n  1959 on the banks of 
northern Michigan’s Au Sable River by 16 disgruntled trout 
anglers. Led by George Griffith and Art Neumann, the found
ers were frustrated with the state’s practice of stocking rivers 
with “keeper-size” trout that were bred in hatcheries, believing 
that the rivers, if left to their own devices, could produce superior wild 

fish. Furthering their cause by compiling the best available scientific 
data, the nascent TU was able to convince the Michigan Department of 
Natural Resources to begin managing the state’s rivers—at least some of 
them—for the well-being of wild trout. The motivation was, no doubt, 
angler-centric. But there’s no question that the ecosystems benefitted 
too. Watching the tide turn in Michigan, anglers in Wisconsin, Illinois, 
Pennsylvania, and New York soon founded TU chapters. A one-off initia
tive had become a grassroots movement.

When I first became aware ofTrout Unlimited in the early 1990s, the 
group—which had grown to approximately 50,000 members and had an 
annual budget of S2.5 million—seemed to be a well-intentioned, though 
not all that serious, organization. (Well-to-do volunteers sponsored

occasional litter pick-ups on local streams, offered once-a-year fly-casting 
lessons to the Boy Scout troops, and held fly-tying/Scotch-drinking 
klatches in the winter.) That changed soon after under the guidance of 
a new CEO, Charles Gauvin. By the end of his tenure in 2010, TU had 
tripled its membership, increased its budget to $26 million, and grown 
its staff to 130. Wood was hired as director of conservation in 2001; by 
2010, he had been elevated to chief operating officer. Upon Gauvin’s 
retirement. Wood was tapped to take his place as CEO.

“One of Wood’s great skills is the ability to tread a middle path that 
allows him to advocate in state legislatures for initiatives limiting future 
mining while working with mining companies to identify ways to operate 
without harming streams,” said Jon Christiansen, who served as chairman
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of the National Board of Trustees of Trout Unlimited and now is TU’s 
general counsel. “It’s about balance, not compromise.”

America’s native trout can use all the dynamism that can be mustered. 
Of the 28 species endemic to the country, three have gone extinct in the 
last century; of the remaining 25, over half occupy less than one quarter 
of their historic habitat range. Loss of forests, loss of wetlands, dimin
ished water quality all contribute to this demise. The well-being of native 
trout—creatures that need cold, clean water to survive—is a bellwether 
for the health of the aquatic environment that ultimately affects anyone 
who likes clean water to drink. (We all live downstream) The loss of a 
species—should it come to that—also frays at what ecologists call the 
tapestry of life, how all life forms are delicately, if inexplicably, connected.

Chris Wood’s leadership has gone to great lengths to shed the orga
nization’s rather aloof image and make TU a more central part of trout 
fishers’ lives. “Before Chris came on board, TU was considered—and 
considered itself—only a conservation organization,” Christiansen 
continued. “It was all about clean water and fixing streams. Chris saw 
TU’s role, at least in part, as making the fishing experience better. This 
wasn’t turning the organization away from its conservation ethos, but 
turning it a bit more toward being a sportsperson’s organization. Chris 
has an everyman quality, and he brought that to TU’s personality, along 
with his energy. He brought the organization vibrancy, and this was 
important for capturing the new generation of anglers.” Anglers who 
would hopefully become conservationists.
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In the eight years since Wood assumed leadership ofTrout Unlimited, 
the organization has doubled in size again, with a budget of $50 million, 
240 employees, and 300,000 members/supporters in 400 chapters around 
the country. Each chapter averages 1,700 hours of volunteer time.

A
n g l e r s , b y  t h e i r  n a t u r e , l o v e  t o  t e l l  s t o r i e s . When 
Wood took over Trout Unlimited, he realized that this 
organization of hundreds of thousands of fishermen and 
-women lacked a cohesive narrative. “I remember having 
dinner with my dad and three brothers,” Wood said, as we 
sat in one of the conference rooms in Arlington. “My dad asked John 

what was going on in the cybersecurity industry, then Emmett where the 
emerging markets were, and Nick what was happening in the derivatives 
field. When he got to me, he asked, ‘What is it you do, exactly?’ And I 
couldn’t really tell him.”

So Wood got to work crafting a narrative, one that he can now recite 
by heart. On that day in the conference room, he sketched out the or
ganization’s mission matrix.

“On the highest level,” he said, “weprotect high-quality habitats, which 
are the sources of the coldest, cleanest water,” writing PROTECT on a 
large sheet of paper that he had taped to the wall. “These are your roadless 
areas, and much of the work here occurs at the federal level.

“Next, we reconnect.'''’ (RECONNECT is added in black marker.) “Fish 
need to move depending on river conditions, and we work to connect 
habitats. This is a plumbing issue—it might be ensuring that river flows 
are maintained, or removing dams. Most of this work happens at the 
state level.

‘At the bottom, we restore.'” (RESTORE) “The lower-elevation areas 
of the watershed were once the most biologically productive, but that’s 
where humans settled. You see a high return on investment on restora
tion efforts in this area, and by its very nature, it’s all on a local level.

“Finally, in order to sustain that work”—SUSTAIN—“we make big in
vestments in youth education, volunteer training, and helping wounded 
veterans to heal through fishing.”

“Chris has the ability to think up great conservation ideas, but can 
also follow through on implementing them,” said Molly McUsic, presi
dent of the Wyss Foundation, which supports groups that help ensure 
land conservation in the American West. “Our grant making to TU 
has grown thanks to their ability to get things done. I think Chris has 
turned a niche fishing operation into one of conservation’s most effec
tive advocacy groups.”

Wood boasts a corner office, but not the way you’d imagine. It’s at one 
end of a horseshoe and has no doors. Several trout prints adorn one wall, 
and there’s a framed fly called “Old Glory” that mimics an American flag. 
In one corner sits an oar and a few old fishing rods. One curious print 
shows a white whale pierced with harpoons—“That’s how I feel some 
days,” Wood joked when asked about it.

Wood travels about 40 percent of the time, speaking at land-use con
ferences, visiting chapters and retail partners, and, occasionally, fishing 
with potential large donors. When he’s in Arlington, he tries to leave 
several hours unscheduled each day to work on priority projects—like 
beating back efforts to build Pebble Mine, a gold mine near Bristol Bay 
in southwest Alaska that could potentially decimate the world’s largest 
run of sockeye salmon.

The rest of the day is spent responding to member questions, reach
ing out to federal agencies, and supporting the work of field offices, ffe 
writes lots of thank-you notes. “Members of Congress don’t often hear 
praise from the conservation community,” he explained. “I think it’s

Five G re a t F ly -F ish ing  Spots . . .  on Pub lic  Lands

The W h ite  Mountain National 

Forest comprises over 750,000 acres 

in eastern New Hampshire. Those 

willing to hike a bit into the remote 

mountain streams here will find na

tive brook trout quite willing to take 

dry flies. For such intimate waters, it's 

important to approach pools stealth

ily—and to make the first few casts 

count, as fish will easily spook.

The Monongahela National Forest

stretches over 919,000 acres of rugged, 

mountainous terrain along the eastern 

edge of West Virginia, and contains 

almost a thousand miles of rivers and 

streams ,.. many holding native brook 

trout. The larger rivers in “the Mon’’ 

also hold wild rainbow and brown 

trout, and a few—like the Greenbrier 

and South Branch Potomac—also offer 

first-class smallmouth bass angling.

The Smith River flows some 120 

miles through west-central Montana. 

It’s renowned for its oversize brown and 

rainbow trout. Much of the Smith runs 

through private lands, but a 60-mile 

section has publicly accessible camp

sites available to boaters lucky enough 

to draw a floating permit. In places, 

limestone walls rise 300 feet from

the river. Big browns like to rest in the 

ledges below those walls, waiting for 

food—or well-placed flies—to drift by.

The North Umpqua River is a river 

of astounding clarity that flows through 

the foothills of the Cascades in south

western Oregon. The quarry here 

is steelhead, an oceangoing form of 

rainbow trout. The North Umpqua’s 

31 miles of fly-fishing-only waters have 

attracted presidents and other poten

tates for over 80 years. You’ll likely log 

several fishless days before getting the 

big tug of a summer steelhead—but 

the thrill is worth waiting for.

The Bristol Bay area of southwest 

Alaska is home to vast returns of 

sockeye salmon—as well as chum, 

king, silver, and pink salmon. These 

fish—sporting in themselves—provide 

sustenance for giant rainbow trout, 

Dolly Varden, char, grayling, lake 

trout, and northern pike. This variety of 

fish—and the uncrowded conditions— 

makes Bristol Bay an angler’s paradise. 

(Bristol Bay is the focus of one of TU’s 

highest-priority campaigns, halting the 

development of Pebble Mine.)

important to let them know that we appreciate their standing up for 
conservation issues.”

After leaving himself a reminder to respond to a letter from Supreme 
Court Justice Neil Gorsuch about a fishing trip on the Potomac, Wood 
drove me across the Key Bridge to Georgetown for baseball practice. 
Wood and his wife of 15 years, Betsy, have three sons—Wylie (14), Casey 
(ii), and Henry Trace (8). Wood coaches or has coached for all three boys’ 
basketball and baseball teams, and this evening it was Henry Trace’s team 
on the diamond. After practice and hamburgers with Betsy and the boys 
(it’s common for any out-of-town TU visitors to be welcomed into the 
Wood home), we sat in the living room and discussed a topic near and 
dear to Wood: public lands.

“The federal government’s current efforts to transfer public land to 
state ownership is a cynical attempt to sell off these lands,” Wood said. 
“As federal lands, they’re mandated for multiple use, which can range 
from commercially harvesting trees [with appropriate permits] to 
hunting and fishing. State lands are mandated to generate revenue. So 
when a governor of State A is faced with a budget shortfall, she has two 
choices—sell an asset or raise taxes. You can guess what happens.” To 
date, Nevada has lost 99 percent of its state lands; Oregon 40 percent; 
Colorado 35 percent. If you review maps that show where native trout 
populations are strong, it’s almost all on public lands.
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The urbanization of America has increased our psychological remove 
from our public lands. “A generation ago, 6o percent of us lived in rural 
areas; now, 8o percent live in urban/suburban areas,” Wood continued. 
“Many are more concerned with gadgets than the outdoors. People don’t 
understand the value of public lands or how they work, and apathy sets 
in. When someone with a hidden agenda says, ‘We ought to manage 
these lands locally, rather than by some nameless/faceless bureaucrat in 
Washington,’ many will say, ‘That kind of makes sense.’ And then our 
public lands are sold off.” In 2017, Trout Unlimited launched a massive 
public education campaign to alert the outdoor recreation community 
about how important public lands are to their passions—and to make 
themselves heard on this issue.

“Such attempts at land grabs occur every generation,” Wood added. 
“It’s the Transfer Movement now. Before, it was the County Supremacy 
Movement; before that. Wise Use. I liken it to the emergence of cica
das. Every 15 years or so, this notion emerges, makes an awful mess, and 
then goes away for another 15 years.” Among other elements, the 2017 
campaign highlighted 30 great outdoor recreation sites on public lands 
across America, under the rubric “Public Lands: Best. Idea. Ever.” Since 
the campaign began, at least 50 state transfer bills have been defeated 
or forestalled.

A
 SUNNY T uesda y  a f t e r n o o n  f o u n d  W o o d  a n d  m e  i n  a 

ROWBOAT on the Potomac near Fletcher’s Boathouse, an in
stitution among Washingtonian anglers. We’re there partially 
so he can show me the river’s fabled shad run, partially so he 
can get a leg up in the Potomac River Wild Fish Challenge. 
The competition, which is open to a field limited to Trout Unlimited staff, 

trustees, and distinguished alumni, was established in 2011. The angler 
to catch the greatest number of species in the lower Potomac (carp, gar, 
catfish, largemouth bass, smallmouth bass, striped bass, American shad, 
hickory shad, crappie, and snakehead) on a fly rod is declared the winner; 
your catch must be documented with a photograph. “You need a plan.

as you have to be out there when the fish are there,” said Vice President 
for Eastern Conservation Keith Curley, another former football player 
with a competitive streak. “For example, the shad are only present in 
April and May.” The trophy, which resides on a file cabinet near Wood’s 
corner, is engraved with two names—Chris Wood and Keith Curley.

As we cast our flies toward the river’s south bank and let them swing 
downstream. Wood shared his thoughts on conservation. “Many people 
think that conservation is about land. It’s not. It’s about people, and 
developing trust so we can take steps toward good outcomes.

“There are red-light issues—really difficult ones that divide people—and 
green-light issues, which are easier to resolve. And lots in the middle. 
Many conservation groups spend 90 percent of their time on the red- 
light issues, arguing. We like to first tackle the green-light issues, then 
the amber ones. Once we develop trust and relationships, then we’ll ap
proach the more divisive issues. We need to get people more intimately 
connected to the lands and waters that sustain us, and you can’t do that by 
shouting at people. Get them out to experience the resource, or become 
friends with those people, understand their perspective and why they 
feel how they do. I hope to leave people who might be on a different side 
of an issue feeling that while they may not always agree with me, they 
know I’ll hear them out.

“People working in the conservation profession today are constantly 
dealing with loss that others may not see. Yet we maintain a sense of 
optimism. For us, it’s not about administering the decline of a species 
or ecosystem, but about seeing the potential for recovery. I think this 
speaks to who fly fishers are as a breed. You have to be an optimist to 
take a bit of fur and feather and wire, cast it at river ghosts, and expect 
them to materialize on the end of your line. There’s not a single fly angler 
I’ve encountered that doesn’t believe that on the last cast of a long day 
they’re going to hook the best fish of their life.”

Almost on cue. Wood’s rod doubled over, and he was fast to a hickory 
shad. He held the fish for a moment, snapped a photo, and gently re
turned it to the Potomac. He was one step closer to another nameplate 
on the trophy, d
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Vermont
Life

T h e  R ip to n  C o u n tr y  S to re  

is  fo r  sa le .

A n  a lu m n a  o f  b o th  

th e  C o lle g e  an d  B rea d  L o a f  

r e f le c ts  o n  th is  

tr e a su r e d  la n d m a r k .

B y Abigail G. H. M anzeUa ’98, 

M L itt ’03 

P hotographs  

by B rett S im ison

T he  R ipto n  C ountry  Store  is perched on the wind
ing road between Middlebury College and the Bread 
Loaf campus, so traveling between the two or to the 
Snow Bowl—or really to anywhere across the Green 
Mountains—you have to pass this unobtrusive building 
at the bend in the road. Inside, the floorboards with 
their wooden, musty smell greet you, and as you walk 
the aisles full of everything from canned goods to maple 
syrup, you must watch your step so as not to bump into 
the plenty. As a college student and a Bread Loafer 
over the years, I didn’t buy staples there. Instead, the 
store was where I stopped for penny candy. Mostly I’d 
enter the shop with friends or with fellow Mischords 
when we were en route to a performance, and I would 
fill a small paper bag with as many Swedish fish as I 
was willing to count out individually. At the checkout, 
the owner would simply ask me the number to enter 
into the push-button cash register. Then I’d leave, 
accompanied by the final jingle of the front door. It was 
a small, infrequent transaction of less than a dollar but 
one that lodged in my memory as something about life 
in Vermont and life as it should be.
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It was also the place referred to by many as the lEC store, since the old 
ice machine had had its letters put on in the wrong order by the delivery 
person. When a new machine was purchased years later, the old mistake 
was eventually reintroduced to help satisfy our desire for that quirkiness 
of place and a bit of nostalgia. I’ve also heard that bikers straining to 
pedal over the mountain pass are told about the lEC machine as a sign 
of reprieve, indicating a place where they can stop and rest.

I think about those jumbled letters in connection to my first summer 
at Bread Loaf in 1997 when I had won a student fellowship to attend the 
Writers’ Conference. Since I was still a Middlebury undergrad as well, I 
not only thought of that summer as a rite of passage—an early access to 
the writing world—but I also felt responsible as one of the few resident 

“locals” to share the best spots in the area. I took those I met on hiking 
trails at Texas Ealls, and into town, and to the College, but, as we drove 
up and down Route 125, 1 also made sure that we stopped by the Ripton 
Country Store to see the lEC machine.

Sadly, it was also the road I drove when I returned to the College—it was 
20 years ago this year—to mourn the far-too-early death of Middlebury 
student and friend Christine Guilmet. I had sung with her just months 
before at my final spring jamboree, but that December I returned over 
that pass as a graduate to attend her services at the College and then 
crossed it again to travel to her hometown, driving some of the current 
Mischords over that mountain in the blinding snow. We were all scared 
and shaken, and that precarious trip past the Ripton Country Store 
intensified what we were already feeling.

I also stopped at the store as I got older because the winding road up 
the mountain made me car sick one summer when I lived there. I’m not 
sure why the summer of 2003 caused such vertigo, but my future husband 
would stop with me at the store on our way down the mountain from the 
Bread Loaf School of English because it was a good place to pull off the 
road to help me recenter my breath and balance. The Swedish fish also 
became an excuse to stop for a moment of reconnection.

Even though I performed my last graduation walk years ago, I make 
sure to visit the store each time I am in Vermont, most recently during 
last fall’s Bread Loaf Writers’ Conference reunion and celebration of 
Michael Collier’s retirement. As I took in the store again, I didn’t know 
it would be the last time I would see it in its current owners’ hands, but 
it too was fitting. I was in the state to show the full distance I had come 
from being a student, not only now attending the conference as an “alum” 
but also because I was going to cross that mountain to be a guest speaker 
in Professor Brett Millier’s senior thesis workshop—for one of my own 
former teachers—now as a professional writer and teacher myself

When I talk about the store with other alums, they all mention it as a 
place of transition and anticipation. Mostly, those who took that route 
as they drove to campus at the start of every term would talk about its 
appearance around the bend as a distinctive landmark. It stood as a marker 
that soon they would reach Middlebury and a return to college life. For 
me, with that excitement came a shift to ease. College, of course, had its 
many stresses, but it was also a place where I learned to relax into myself

For that reason, the Ripton Country Store was a dear spot, although 
not my place for essentials, like bread or mail. I’m sure those who live 
in the town have much more intimate relationships with the store and 
with its owners. Even so, my initial encounter with one of the owners is 
what began my long-term affection. Not long after I arrived to college 
in the fall of 1994, my mother and I stopped at the store. My mother 
spied a photograph of a moose on the wall, and being from Pennsylvania, 
she felt a moose sighting was a new and exciting prospect of my living 
in Vermont. She asked where we could find a moose, and I, with typical 
teenage embarrassment, turned away at what I perceived to be a naive 
question, because of course moose didn’t just hang out in one location 
waiting for our arrival. The woman behind the counter, however, was 
easygoing and kind to my mother, telling her a marshy spot just up the 
road that could be a possibility.

As we drove toward the anticipated site, my mother slowed the car. 
“See what you can see, Abby,” she said. I dutifully looked out the window 
and felt the doubt fall from my face. There in the reeds—right where the 
store owner had directed us—stood a majestic moose, unhurried by our 
gaze, just waiting for our arrival.

I’ve learned a lot crossing that mountain pass, and I hope that the 
Ripton Country Store and all of the benefits ofVermont will continue 
to remind me of the person I was and how it shaped me into the 
person I am. □

Like many others across the country, Abigail Manzella first learned that the 
Ripton Country Store was going on the market when Bill McKibben, a Ripton 
resident and Schumann Distinguished Scholar at Middlebury, penned a beautiful 
tribute to the store and its owners in tfie New York Times in March. McKibbens 
piece prompted both fond remembrances of the locale as well as fantasies about, 
well, buying the store and moving to Vermont. Wk hope that Abby’s piece prompts 
further memories and continues the conversation; wed love to publish further 
sentiment in our Letters department in the fall issue.
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ClassActs

By Sarah R uth  Bates ’14

The Watering Hole
T he first tim e Cayla M arvil ’13.5 and A C  Jones ’12.5 asked the owners o f  their  

building about renting the space, they got a firm no. It was being used as an 

auto repair shop. “W e walked by this building all the tim e,” A C  says, “so we 

decided to pop our heads in and introduce ourselves to the owner.” Cayla and

AC told the owners that they wanted to open 
a brewery. “We’re neighborhood kids, and this 
is our dream.”

A few months later, they got a call: the auto 
shop owners had retired and would rent to them. 
Cayla and AC transformed the empty space in 
Cambridge, Massachusetts, into Lamplighter 
Brewing Co. It’s since grown from a precarious 
start-up to a thriving business with 38 employees, 
6 of whom attended Middlebury.

On a typical night, patrons of various ages and 
flannel-shirt patterns crowd up to the bar. It’s 
normal to hear words like “equity” and “angel 
investor” from employees of the area’s many 
start-ups, or to see people tuning out the din to 
read paperbacks at the bar. Members of the Mug 
Club sip their beer from gorgeous handmade 
mugs, created by a local artist. Customers can 
pay an annual fee to join the club and get invites 
to early-release parties for new beers—and, of 
course, to drink out of their mugs in the tap- 
room. Memberships have sold out.

The brewery also houses a coffee shop, so 
patrons can come by in the morning for coffee 
and a breakfast sandwich. At 3 p.m., the coffee 
shop shuts down (a blond wood sign reads: 

“It’s beer o’clock. Cheers!”). The taproom gets 
busier, but people can still grab a board game 
off the shelf and play with friends on a couch 
by the windows or read one last chapter at the 
bar before heading home. They’ve held events 
in the back taproom for painting, speed dating, 
and even calligraphy (“Sip & Script”).

Locals treat Lamplighter like an extension 
of their homes: they go there to work, drink, 
socialize, and just hang out. It feels a bit like 
a living room—maybe because Cayla and AC 
raided their own house to furnish it. Cayla says, 

“We ran out of money, so we just thought, well, 
we’ll grab this couch, we’ll grab this lamp.. . . ”

P A R A L L E L S

“Pretty much every lamp in the place was 
taken from our house,” AC says. “We have no 
lamps in our home. Our house is a shell.”

They can’t pinpoint the moment of deciding 
to start a business. They’d been joking about it, 

“and then, somehow, we were writing a business 
plan,” Cayla says. She’d always wanted to open a 
restaurant (she ran Dolci and Crossroads Café 
at Middlebury), and she’d been home brewing 
beer since high school (“Under her bed,” AC 
says). AC majored in molecular biology and 
biochemistry, wanted to become a doctor, and 
moved to Cambridge to work in a lab. The 
doctor part didn’t stick, but the Cambridge 
part obviously did.

Cayla’s theory: AC worked “in the gastroen
terology lab, which is why I think he doesn’t 
want to be a doctor, because he was working 
with feces samples all day!” Unfortunately, the 
brewery’s not much of a respite: that morning, 
he had woken up at 6:00 to unclog a urinal. No 
job is perfect: they say the pro/con ratio to run
ning the brewery is about 70/30.

To license their new business, they needed a 
“use variance,” which the city hadn’t given out in 
35 years. Strangely enough, they got it—and they 
know why. “Neighborhood support,” they say 
Every neighbor on the block spoke in support 
of Lamplighter at the hearing. “By the end, I 
was in tears,” Cayla says.

They don’t have space to expand the busi
ness any further, but they don’t mind. “We’re 
just trying to make everything better,” AC says. 
Many breweries with their level of success try 
to scale aggressively. That was never their goal, 
Cayla says. “We’d rather be the local neighbor
hood spot.” Cl

Sarah Ruth Bates is a writer who is based in Cam
bridge, Massachusetts.

WHAT’S FOR DINNER?
"I always thought I’d open my own 

restaurant when I g radua ted ,”

Cayla says. Lamplighter was origi

nally supposed to include a kitchen.

“We were going to do ‘hopp dogs,'" Cayla 

says, “hot dogs boiled in beer, with a lot of funky, fun 

flavors—not just your typical Fenway Frank. ” But they ran 

out o f time and money, and switched to hosting dinner 

pop-ups instead, which worked out even better: “We get 

amazing mealsl”

SUCCESS STORY
Building the brewery has been 

a do-it-yourself project, and like 

any good DIY, it’s included some 

creative stopgap fixes. “This whole 

project has been a learning experience 

in D IY projects," Cayla says, “ from plumbing, to  electrical, 

to carpentry, to general maintenance—and duct tape always 

seems to sneak its way into each and every project we do." 

The result: the space has that made-from-scratch look that 

many big companies spend millions trying to fake.

POPULAR MASCOT
Barley Smalls is Lamplighter’s Instagram-famous resident 

pup (he has more than 20,000 followers, to the brewery's 

16,000). He has the run of the brewery and goes hiking with 

Cayla and A C  on their days off.

Walking him in Cambridge 

sounds like being a celeb

rity ’s handler: “W ell be 

walking down the street,"

Cayla says, “and strang

ers will say, ‘Oh my god, 

it ’s Barleyl ”

P H O T O G R A P H S  BY K A T H L E E N  D O O H E R  B A R L E Y  S M A L L S  P H O T O G R A P H  BY A L Y S S A  P A R K E R . Summer 2018 59



N THE QU E U E :
B O O K  R E V I E W

W ild H orses
In this day and 

age, just how wild 

and free is the

^  I L I)
H ® R S T v

mustang?

ISOL’NTRV
DAVID P H I L I P P S

By K athleen  M cK inley  H arris ’62

Wild Horse Country: The History, Myth, and 
Future of the Mustang, the second book by Dave 
Philipps ’00, is the work of a consummate 
reporter of high journahstic principles. Holding 
a master’s degree in journalism from Columbia, 
he is a national correspondent for the Hew York 
Times and the winner of a Pulitzer Prize for 
National Reporting in 2014. For this book, he 
embedded himself in desolate Western lands few 
humans want to inhabit where mustangs eke out 
survival. He researched in Ubraries with faded 
newspaper chppings and with scholars. He inter
viewed people who have made wild horses their 
cause: ranchers, slaughter buyers, and employees 
of the Bureau of Land Management (BLM).

Philipps’s dedication of his book, “For 
Whitman and Frost, who were born wild and 
free . . .,” spells out the author’s hope for mus
tangs and, by extension, his wishes for U.S. 
citizens.

Philipps, who lives in Colorado, delves into 
the origin of horses in the West when he joins 
a geologist and finds tiny dawn-horse jaws. He 
tells of the Spanish returning the horse to this 
continent and “the great horse dispersal” to the 
Horse Tribes. He deals with many writers such as 
Zane Grey, Owen Wister, and Marguerite Henry; 
artist Frederick Jackson Turner; entertainer 
Buffalo Bill Cody; and Western movies and their 
effect on the American public’s self-image as 
embodied by the mustang.

He explores the agenda of activist horse 
lovers, including Wild Horse Annie (Velma 
Johnston), whose efforts resulted in the Wild 
Free-Roaming Horses and Burros Act of 1971. 
He examines the consequences of this act, giving 
equal time to the sometimes conflicting points 
of view of horse activists, ranchers, and BLM 
employees. The result of the 1971 law has been 
a welfare system for wild horses, which means
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thousands of horses have been caught and are 
fed for life because not enough people adopt 
the mustangs. He does not shy away from why 
many wild horses end up as dog food.

Finally, he proposes solutions to the problem 
of excess wild horses, because the BLM esti
mates open land can carry a maximum of 27,000 
mustangs without undue damage to other plant 
and animal species.

Wild Horse Country is a lyrical, thought-pro
voking, and comprehensive study of the wild 
horse question. More, it is good reading. Q

E X C E R P T

A  h o r s e  a n d  r i d e r  c o u l d  b e  i n e s t i m a b l y  

m o r e  t h a n  t h e  s u m  o f  t h e i r  p a r t s .  F o r  t h e  

t r i b e s ,  i t  w a s  e v e r y t h i n g .  T h e  d i s t a n c e  a n d  

s p a c e  i n  t h e  W e s t  t h a t  h a d  b e e n  o n c e  o p p r e s 

s i v e  a n d  i m p o v e r i s h i n g  s u d d e n l y  c o i d d  

b e c o m e  a  s o u r c e  o f p o w e r .  V a s t  g r a s s l a n d s  

t h a t  h a d  b e e n  d e s e r t s  c o i d d  b e  t u r n e d  i n t o  

m u s c l e ,  s p e e d ,  w e a l t h ,  a n d  w e a p o n s  o f  

w a r  t h a t ,  i n  t h e  r i g h t  h a n d s ,  c o i d d  t u r n  

b a n d s  o f  m e a g e r  s c r o u n g e r s  i n t o  a  f i g h t i n g  

f o r c e  p o w e r f u l  e n o u g h  t o  t e r r o r i z e  m o d e r n  

e m p i r e s  a n d  k e e p  b o t h  t h e  S p a n i s h  a n d  t h e  

A m e r i c a n  a r m i e s  a t  b a y .

A l m o s t  e v e r y  t r i b e  i m m e d i a t e l y  y e a r n e d  

f o r  h o r s e s ,  d r e a m e d  o f  t h e m ,  s a n g  o f  t h e m ,  

p a i n t e d  t h e m  o n  c a n y o n  w a l l s ,  n a m e d  

m o o n s  i n  t h e i r  a n n u a l  c a l e n d a r s  a f t e r  t h e m ,  

a n d  w e l c o m e d  t h e m  i n t o  t h e i r  c u l t u r e s  s o  

c o m p l e t e l y  t h a t  b e f o r e  l o n g  t h e y  w e r e  s u r e  

t h e  h o r s e  h a d  a l w a y s  b e e n  t h e r e .  T h e  A p a c h e  

s a i d  t h e  C r e a t o r  m a d e  t h e  h o r s e ,  u s i n g  l i g h t 

n i n g  f o r  i t s  b r e a t h ,  r a i n b o w s  f o r  i t s  h o o v e s ,  

t h e  e v e n i n g  s t a r  f o r  i t s  e y e s ,  c r e s c e n t  m o o n s  

f o r  i t s  e a r s ,  a n d  a  w h i r l w i n d  f o r  i t s  p o w e r  

a n d  s p e e d .  T h e  N a v a j o  s a i d  t h a t  e v e r y  d a y  

t h e  s u n  g o d  r o d e  a c r o s s  t h e  s k y  o n  a  t u r 

q u o i s e  m u s t a n g  w i t h  a  j o y o u s  n e i g h .

.\nierican Chordata

Lit Debut
By J a n i c e  O b u c h o w s k i

In a  r e c e n t  i s s u e  oiAmerican Chordata— 
attractive, thoughtful biannual Uterary journal 
featuring fiction, nonfiction, poetry, art, and 
photography—the editor’s note discusses “litera
ture and art as a liberatory and enabling mode of 
connection.” The magazine—edited by Alison 
Lewis ’14—nicely displays this sentiment, offer
ing a lovely interplay of ideas between the pieces.

These connections are visual. Pairing a 
photo of radishes with an image of a rhythmic 
gymnast lets readers examine their surprisingly 
similar palettes—blue gray and cherry red. The 
connections are also conceptual. Many images 
defamiliarize their topics: spaghetti dotted 
with blue-gray mold, a series of black-and-white 
pictures of fried chicken. The work hearkens 
back to the earlier photos: the art’s curation 
asks readers to make these associations.

These connections continue into the written 
work. A poem titled ‘After the feast” begins with 
a family gathered about a table, the speaker 
describing how his “mother pries the marrow 
/ from the bone.” The poem examines the 
speaker’s past as a thing to be consumed—an 
idea that becomes richer as we consider the 
surrounding art. A short story of a woman 
coming of age in the 1960s also has thematic 
resonance with earlier pieces, displaying ideas 
about photography and parental figures. In it, 
the protagonist, after being inspired by a Diane 
Arbus exhibit, takes photos as she travels cross
country. The story’s most charged moment 
comes when her biological father, whom she’s 
just met, gently criticizes her work.

American Chordata is cerebral and moving, and 
a journal worth paying attention to. □

CRE E LEFAVOUR

MELISSA OSTROM
The Beloved Wild

In her debut YA novel, 

Melissa Ostrom, M A  English 

'0 0  introduces Harriet Winter, 

a young woman living in the 

early 1800s who defies her 

parents and, disguising her

self as a young man, strikes 

out with her brother.

CREE LEFAVOUR
Lights On, Rats Out

Cree LeFavour '88 writes 

starkly and honestly about 

her postcollege years, when 

self-mutilation became a 

daily obsession and her visits 

to her psychiatrist became 

the bright, yet dangerously 

compulsive, part o f her life.

KATHLEEN 
MCKINLEY HARRIS
Earth Striders

Kathy McKinley Harris '62 

combines authentic voice 

and exquisite detail to evoke 

the pleasures and yearnings 

of childhood and growing 

up in rural Vermont in this 

beautifully written book of 

poetry.

THE GIANT PEACH
Pulling Teeth

This Middlebury-born indie- 

rock band, whose members 

include Harrison Hsiang ’17, 

Max Shashoua 18. Liam 

Lundal 21, Gloria Breck ’I 8 , 

and Jacob Shashoua '20, has 

released its first album, an 

instantly likable list o f songs 

about love lost.
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Directors o f the Middlebury Alumni Association (AIAA)
Thomas D. Steinle ’84, President «Janine Hetherington ’95, Vice President • Wendy Russell Tracy ’95, Past President 
• Hannah C. Burnett ’10 ‘ Jamal W. Davis ’ii • David R. Ellis ’09 • William L. Graham ’76, MA English ’84 • Shana 
Mitchell Hopkins ’94 • Samuel S. Libby ’09 • R. Drew Miller ’03 • Meegan S. Moszynski ’01, MAIPS ’12 • Anne Harris 
Onion ’69 • Katie Rosin-Green ’97 • Nadia R.R. Schreiber ’12
Ex Officio: Meg Storey Groves ’85, Associate Vice President for Alumni and Parent Programs • Beth Connor, Director of 
Alumni and Parent Programs

If anyone in the Classes of 1935, 1936, 1937, or 1938 
would like to share news with the Middlebury com
munity, please send it to Sara Marshall, Alumni Editor, 
152 College St,, Middlebury Magazine, Middlebury, VT 
03753 or to smarshal@middlebury.edu.

^  REUNION CLASS This past winter
V r  B Emily Baldwin McPhie ’75 sent this mes- 

^  y  ^  sage: “My mother, Marilynn Manning 
Baldwin, gave me permission to send her news: 
Marilynn turned 100 on October 14, 2017, surrounded 
by family and friends. She lives in an assisted living fa
cility in Sylvania, Ohio, near her oldest son, where she 
keeps busy with the many activities available to her and 
with visitors from near and far.” Sadly, we learned that 
Marilynn passed away on June 13. Emily says, “She had 
a wonderful long and very happy life, and Middlebury 
and the friends she made there were an enduring, joy
ful memory.” • Randall Clarke sent this sad news about 
her father: “Alfred Roger Clarke passed away peace
fully at age 99 on April 19 in Rochester, N.Y. Roger was 
his class correspondent for many years and really en
joyed writing about his classmates and about his time 
at Middlebury College. He grew up in New York City, 
the son of immigrants (his mother was Scottish and 
his father an English butler). Roger told many stories 
about helping his father as ‘the useful boy” around the 
large estate his father worked on in South Hampton, 
Long Island, during the summers. He earned a scholar
ship to attend prep school in NYC and then to attend 
Middlebury He was very proud to have attended the 
College and he talked about Middlebury throughout 
his life with great fondness. He visited the campus of
ten. Roger went on to attend Cornell Law School on 
scholarship. After passing the bar, he served in the U.S. 
Navy during W W II from 1942 to 1945. Roger, with 
his first wife, Gay Churchill Symmes, then moved to 
Webster, N.Y, to raise a family of four and practice 
law (in private practice and as Webster Town attorney). 
He was instrumental in getting the Democrats elected 
to govern the town of Webster from 1953 to 1963. He 
was very interested in politics and later ran unsuccess
fully for Congress in 1950 (former 40th District) and 
for New York State Assembly in i960 (ist Northeast 
District). He was also a Shriner and a Mason and 
founding member and officer of the Webster Lions 
Club (1950). In the 1960s, Roger began a hobby raising 
horses and eventually formed Clarke’s Quarter Horse 
Ranch. He became a ‘cowboy’ and traded horses, sold 
tack, and learned to ride along with his children and all 
the neighborhood kids. In the 1970s, he met his sec
ond wife, Jeanette. They enjoyed traveling, antiquing, 
and golfing, which became a lifelong pastime. They

fell in love with Martha’s Vineyard, Mass., and Roger 
vacationed there for the next 40 years, where he loved 
to fish with his children and stepchildren. Roger made 
friends easily—he loved being around people and he 
was a great storyteller (often about his Navy expe
riences). He also taught a course at the Rochester 
Athenaeum on the Supreme Court. Later in life, two of 
his greatest passions were writing and reciting his own 
poetry at any opportunity At one point, he voluntarily 
worked at a local store and would write a poem on the 
spot for anyone with the suggestion of just one or two 
words. Roger leaves behind many volumes of poetry 
He had a wonderful sense of humor and an unflagging 
optimism. We shall all miss him greatly.”

Â If you have any news you’d like to share,
I I please send it to Sara Marshall, Alumni 

r  Editor, 152 College St., Middlebury
Magazine, Middlebury, VT 05753 smarshal®
middleburyedu.

A The family of Dan M artin sent the fol- 
I  lowing message: “It is with great sadness 

I J L  that we share the passing of Lynden Daniel 
‘Dan’ Martin. We attended his 75th Reunion in 2016— 
wife, children, grandchildren, and a great-grandchild! 
Dan was able to proudly walk up the hill to the chapel 
surrounded by his family Just weeks previous to his 
death he was square-dancing! We were all planning to 
attend his 8oth Reunion in a few years. Dan was bur
ied in his Middlebury tie with one of his sons wearing 
another one as he gave his eulogy. We were all so proud 
to be a part of Middlebury! The last hymn at his service 
was ‘The Lord Bless You and Keep You,’ which we had 
a quartet sing—we know he was smiling from Heaven.” 
—Class Correspondents: Elizabeth Wolfington Huhbard- 
Ovens, 22 Inverness Dr, Apt. I-116, New Hartford, NT 
1J413; Margaret Shaub, j  Aspen Dr, Apt. 236, South 
Burlington, VT03403.

A If you have any news you’d like to share,
/  please send it to Sara Marshall, Alumni 

I Editor, 152 College St., Middlebury
Magazine, Middlebury, VT 05753 o'" smarshal® 
middleburyedu.

A I have been determined to attend our
75th Reunion ever since I saw the huge 

I f bouquet of roses presented to the girls 
of ’38 when I was at our 70th! I have been reliving 
Middlebury memories and those memories have amal
gamated into a perception of that time that has sus
tained me for 75 years: cascades of fall leaves scatter

ing as I ran through them across the campus; splashes 
of bright water surrounding me as I dove into the old 
quarry swimming hole; the fading orange of sunset as 
I waited at the top of the Chipman Hill trestle for the 
courage to make my first ski jump; the mutual respect 
inherent in a discussion with my fraternity brothers, as 
we planned to remake the world “nearer to the heart’s 
desire”; the warm glow induced by necking with a 
cute classmate in the cemetery; the sense of conquest 
aroused by leaping from stone to stone straight down 
the stream that drains off Camel’s Hump; the satisfac
tion of ringing—with four other freshmen—the Old 
Chapel bells all night for Midd’s first football victory in 
three years. And 75 years of gratitude and appreciation 
for those wonderful years of freedom and joy. Were 
there classes too? I hardly remember them—but I have 
had since a need to study, to discover, and to write well. 
How could I not want to celebrate and give thanks for 
this romance? In the next issue, I will give you the de
tails of my weekend at the College! But first, see a pho
to on page 79. • The family of Ted Peach sent the fol
lowing sad news: “On May 7 Ted died at the age of 97. 
He died of old age! After Middlebury, he served with 
distinction in the Army in Europe, receiving awards 
and a battlefield commission in the Battle of the Bulge. 
As an officer he was recalled during the Korean War 
and served as an ROTC instructor in Pennsylvania. 
After a long career in various executive capacities, he 
and wife Nancy built their ‘Cabin in the Woods’ in the 
Sierra Nevada Mountains outside the old mining town 
of Nevada City, Calif They loved the outdoors and 
hiked the Pacific Crest Trail and Appalachian Trail. Ted 
was active in pursuing interests in family genealogy, en
vironmental issues, and local, state, and federal affairs. 
With his sons he was involved in the creation of a net
work of hiking and mountain bike trails on his neigh
boring family-owned properties and listed his career as 
a forester. In his final years he loved sitting in the eve
ning on the deck of his dream cabin watching the sun 
go down over the western mountains, accompanied by 
a special glass of brown liquid, and observing his nature 
friends: the neighborhood bear, gray squirrels, turkeys, 
many birds, and a herd of deer, each one named.” 
—Class Correspondent: Stuart Walker (stuarthodgewalker<& 
gmail.com), 1888 Luce Creek Dr, Annapolis, MD 21401.

A A REUNION CLASS Our 75th
Reunion is next June 7-9!

I I —Class Correspondents: Ruth Wheaton
Evans (rrwe@verizon.net), 80 Salisbury St., Unit 603, 
Worcester, MA oi6op; Elizabeth Ring Hennefrund (eliz. 
bet@earthlink.net), 397 Old Sherman Hill Rd., Woodbury, 
CT o6-/p8.
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À  Elaine King Dandh writes, “I’m living
about 10 miles north of the Mexican bor-

I  ̂ J  der, hoping, like most people here, that 
no more walls wiU be built. It’s a bilingual, bicultural 
kind of place, and I enjoy it. After my last book, called 
Elderville, was published, I started another, to be called 
Adventures in Old Age. The first adventure to relate was 
an interview with a woman originally from Italy who, 
in the time of Mussolini, was put with her mother in a 
concentration camp. Luckily, both survived, but both 
were deeply affected. How Giula ever landed in the 
bottom of Texas is a mystery to me, but I’ll find out.” 
• I (Mew) was an Am. lit. major and it is good to know 
Henry David Thoreau, Walt Whitman, and Robert 
Frost are alive and well in us. I am not in that “class” 
but I am writing weekly emails to “Family and Friends” 
to stay in touch. Frederick Buechner and Mary Oliver 
have taught me to “listen to my life and pay atten
tion.” In March I had the courage to enter our first 
RiverMead essay contest with the subject “Technology, 
Positive or Negative” and received one of four winning 
runner-up prizes, a lo dollar gift certificate at the local 
bookstore. I chose the focus of both/and, had fun writ
ing it, and reviewers found it fun to read. The winner 
was a man, a former director of research and develop
ment, who rated the comment “most closely addresses 
technology as a whole.” We always believed in coeduca
tion, right? So adventures continue into our 90s. Send 
me yours. Mew
—Class Correspondent: Mary Elizabeth Wisotzkey 
McClellan (,marylizi24®comcast.nei), 124 RiverMeadRd., 
Peterborough, NH 0}4y8.

A ^  Correspondent Joan “Cam” Campbell 
Shaw reports: I hope by the time this edi-

I \̂ J tion of the Middlehury Magazine arrives it 
will be truly summertime. As we write our class notes, 
both of us in New England, the temperature still has 
a wintry touch. Brrrr! • Cindy Darby Westmoreland 
in Boone, N.C., agreed it was a horrible winter. She 
and her extended family once again went to the beach 
this summer in South Carolina, where they celebrated 
Cindy’s 94th birthday The house they rent is equipped 
with a hot tub and, interestingly, the ocean comes just 
up to their porch every night. • Betsy “Bare” Barclay 
Wales, when asked what was going on in her fife at 
the Crossing in Cape Elizabeth, Maine, said “same 
old, same old.” Then we both agreed that we too were 
getting old. We also agreed that we are appalled by 
recent political news. W hen we talked. Bare was look
ing forward to the arrival of daughters Sally and Emily 
at Easter. • Lucie Suter O’Brien is still in her apart
ment in NYC but said she doesn’t get out and about 
much anymore. She and I (Cam) are both rather hard 
of hearing so conversation was spotty. Apologies to 
Lucie, but I think she told me she was in some pain due 
to a throat problem and was seeing a doctor about it. 
We wish her well! • Jan Shaw Percival has a new ad

dress: Jasmine Point, 2781 N W  77th Blvd., Apt. 334, 
Gainesville, FL 32606. Same telephone number: 352- 
727-4555. According to Jan, this is a wonderful assisted 
living facility, and although her eyesight is really bad, 
there are activities she can handle, such as an exercise 
class every morning, discussion groups, and games. 
She regrets that she can no longer go to her home on 
the Cape (too many stairs for one thing), but possibly 
her daughter will retire there. Jan, as usual, sounded 
amazingly upbeat. She’s a trooper! • We regret to re
port the death of Doris “Dodie” Smith Eamshaw 
O’Coimor on January 4. When last heard from, she 
was happily living in a retirement home in Santa Cruz, 
Cahf, not far from the ocean and near her son, John, a 
boat captain, who often invited her to join him at sea. 
Previously, Dodie enjoyed a long teaching career at the 
Univ. of California, Berkeley. Our condolences to John 
and other friends and relatives. • Correspondent Mary 
Elizabeth Cummings Nordstrom reports: Barbara 
“Flinkie” Flink Ewels who lives at RiverMead 
in Peterborough, N.H., found a very interesting 
Middlebury keepsake: a 1947 Saturday Evening Post 
story that probably pictures some of us from the Class 
of 1946 in a photo, seen if enlarged. Barbara saved a 
copy of the May 23, 1947, Saturday Evening Post be
cause it bad an article about Middlebury by William 
Upson. Naturally a great picture by Norman Rockwell 
is on the cover, and below in very clear print is “W HO 
WILL SUCCEED STALIN?” This magazine trav
eled a lot—from Pleasantville, N.Y., to Wilmington, 
Del., to Mendham, N.J., to Orchard Park, N.Y, to 
Clayton, Calif, to Mendham, N.J., to Timonium, Md., 
to Mendham, N.J., to Stoddard, N.H., and sits now in 
Peterborough, N.H.! • Barbara Busing Harris of the 
Taylor Community in Laconia, N.H., reports that she 
has four children who are Middlebury graduates and 
several grandchildren, who claim the same Middlebury 
degree. • Huntington Common in Kennebunk, Maine, 
where I live, welcomes Easter dinner guests at its grand 
two-story dining room. I enjoyed the company of two 
of my daughters. My friend Peter Richter and two of 
his daughters plus one son-in-law joined us. Result: a 
table of seven active conversationalists! The food was 
good, too.
—Class Correspondents: Mary Elizabeth Cummings 
Nordstrom (nordstrom6i@gmail.com), i Huntington 
Common Dr., #160, Kennebunk, ME 0404}; Joan 
Campbell Shaw (camshaw46@comcast.net), 49 Cottage St, 
Manchester Center, VT o$2$$.

A After calling six people for news, none
/  of whom was home, I finally reached

I ! Frances Swain Moretti. Back in 
September, she had broken her upper femur and was 
in the final phases of recovery She was, however, very 
positive about it, and expected to be fully recovered 
soon. She said that one lesson she had learned while 
being handicapped was how hard it is to get around.

and how dependent you have to be on others. Fran is 
still in her own home and able to drive. She has always 
been active and involved and planned to resume her 
busy life once her recovery was complete. Fran thinks 
her greatest achievement in life has been her six chil
dren. She delights in them, and in her grandchildren. 
Her seventh great-grandchild recently joined the hu
man race. She enjoys keeping up with news of our class
mates via the computer and the Midd alumni maga
zine. She enjoys the president’s column very much 
and at this point is looking forward to attending our 
next reunion, which will be our 75th. • In Pennsylvania 
Betsy Hornaday Fry loves where she lives and con
siders it a wonderful situation. While she now has 
to use a walker, she is still able to drive, “do,” and get 
around. Mostly what she does is “what she has done 
for years.” She attends church each week; the same 
church in which she was baptized. She likes being with 
people her own age. She does, however, keep up with 
the times. She has learned to text messages and so can 
communicate with her granddaughters, one of whom 
finds it “weird” to be talking with her 94-year-old 
grandmother who “actually knows how to text.” Betsy 
said she really has to brag about it, and I think she has 
the right to do so. Betsy really enjoys emails from the 
College along with the alumni magazine, as they keep 
her up with what is happening there. • Betty Virtue 
Mozes still enjoys independent living and is still able 
to be involved, though she finds everything takes her 
longer. She’s glad she is where she is in Basking Ridge, 
N.J. She, like many of us, is surprised to find herself in 
the 90s. There are two younger Middlebury grads in 
her complex, and when they meet, they have a good 
time talking about the College and reminiscing about 
the years they spent there. Betty said that the last time 
she was mentioned in the class news, an old boyfriend 
of hers saw her name and called her up. Betty has re
tained the house she owns on Cape Cod. Her children 
use it and she rents it in the summer. But the trip to get 
there is simply too long for her. That is also why she 
did not attend the past Reunion, even though her son 
urged her to. Her son and her nephew’s daughter both 
graduated from Middlebury and she remembers the 
College with pleasure. • Anne Macomber Wood says 
her main goal these days is “to stay out of trouble” but 
sbe’s having a lot of fun doing so. When she first picked 
up the phone and heard my voice, she was afraid I was 
going to ask for a contribution. Considering tbe end
less calls I get for just that purpose, I could understand 
her concern, so I assured her I would NEVER attach 
dollar signs to my calls. I HATE to ask for money for 
ANY reason. Anne has two great-grandchildren, and 
another due shortly She wishes they did not live so 
far away so that she could see more of them. She does 
not drive but has ample opportunities for transporta
tion, so she doesn’t feel “stuck.” She belongs to a book 
club and works to keep her mind strong and function
ing. While she has to use a walker part of the time, she
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does not find it a great handicap. • Druzilla Williams 
Schoch is still living in Chelsea, Mich., but no longer 
in her own home. She fives in a retirement community 
there. Her son fives in the same town and keeps watch 
over her. She likes it as she has friends there and doesn’t 
have to worry about the affairs of the world, because 
she “doesn’t have the energy to do so.” • In the previ
ous notes, I wrote about Joseph Foley’s fife, but ne
glected to say that two daughters had graduated from 
Williams and then went on to get a master’s degree at 
Middlebury I think it’s safe to say that the Foley fam
ily is thoroughly satisfied with the College. • I received 
notice that Jean G unther passed away in February 
She had been ailing for several years after suffering a 
debilitating stroke. • As for me, I am reaching the end 
of my tenure as my sister’s executrix. We had some 
fun events along the way, such as a skunk who took up 
residence in the crawl space of her house, not realizing 
that a family of raccoons had done so as well. Only one 
“side” won when they met, and you can probably guess 
which “side” it was! These families had worked hard to 
get into the ductwork, so we are now faced with put
ting in a new heating system. When I can actually say 
“This is finished!” I plan to sit down with a bottle of 
wine and celebrate!
—Class Correspondent: Jeannette Atkins Louth 
(wmjalouth®comcast.net), 99 Depot Road West, West 
Harwich, MA 02671.

Â Check out a photo of the classmates who
made it back to Reunion on page 65!

I —Class Correspondent: Adele Stemmier
Taylor (adelesilverfox®gmail.com), 471 Washington Rd., 
Woodbury, CT067̂ 8.

A REUNION CLASS Correspondent
t  Dixon Hemphill reports: Last 

I December I was invited by track coach
Martin Beatty ’84 to join Middlebury alumni in a mile 
race at the College’s Virtue Field House. I had compet
ed in the race two years ago and had such a good time 
I decided to go again. With the risk of seeming a bit 
bold, I contacted my friends Tom Easton ’66 and wife 
Kathy and asked if I could stay with them in their rela
tively new house in South Burlington. They cordially 
invited me so I accepted Coach Beatty’s invitation and 
flew to Burlington on January 12 of this year. There was 
some excitement as our plane approached the airport 
because the plane attempted two landings before it 
finally landed on the third approach. As I looked out 
the plane window, 1 saw many fire trucks with fights 
flashing. I asked one of the attendants why it had taken 
the plane so long to land and why all the trucks. His 
answer was merely high crosswinds but when I later 
asked Tom, a former pilot with both the Air Force and 
FBI, about this he said there must have been some 
other reason than just a crosswind. I rented a car and 
drove to Middlebury hoping to visit two friends. I did

meet with Sara Marshall and had a very pleasant time 
discussing families and college happenings. She con
tinues to do a great job as Alumni Editor and manag
ing the class notes. From Sara’s office I drove south on 
Route 7 hoping to meet Spence Wright, my former 
classmate and DEKE fraternity brother, but I missed 
the very small town of Leicester, where he was stay
ing with his daughter. There is only a country store 
there and I drove right past her farm. It was too late 
in the afternoon to try to find their place so I headed 
back to Burlington and the Easton’s. After a delicious 
dinner with Tom and Kathy, we watched world cham
pion ski jumpers on TV—of special interest to Tom, a 
former member of the Midd ski team. It snowed five 
inches that night and, lo and behold, I was unable to 
get my rented car out of their driveway so Tom offered 
to drive me to Middlebury in his Ford pickup truck in 
time for the race. Although there were fewer runners 
this year than before due to the snow, about 25 alumni 
ran. I followed at the end of the group but at age 93, 1 

really didn’t expect to win! As happened two years ago. 
President Laurie Patton was there to greet the runners 
as they finished the race and I enjoyed the chance to 
talk to her for a while. Besides Coach Beatty, I also 
had the opportunity to meet with two of the assistant 
coaches, Nicole Wilkerson andjordan Schilit. All three 
are doing a great job. The next morning Tom was good 
enough to drive me back to the airport. Perhaps the 
only problem I encountered was the long delay at JFK 
Airport—I ended up at home in Northern Virginia at 
ii:oo p.m. instead of the scheduled 6:30 p.m. However, 
all in all, it was a very fun and eventful weekend at the 
College of which I am so fond. (Ed.note: See if you 
can find Dixon on the Reunion Map on pages 80-81!) 
• Correspondent Rachel Adkins P latt reports: The 
other day I decided to try to hunt down some of my 
classmates to get some news for the Midd magazine. 
After four or five attempts, I reached Lois “Q uirkie” 
Quirk Racz. We had a delightful conversation and she 
told me what she was doing and related to me about 
several of our classmates she has seen or talked to in 
recent times. She moved from New England about 
five years ago and is enjoying fife in Ithaca, N. Y, at the 
Quaker House. She often sees Douglas Armstrong, 
who also resides there. She talks to Lesley “Lee” 
CunnilFKetzel, who fives in Kansas and is doing well. 
Several years ago, she also saw Barbara Bishop, who is 
living in a monastery called the Church Brothers and is 
very happy and content. One of the fun things Quirkie 
does is play swing piano, which is basically jazz from 
our era. There are sometimes others involved in this 
activity Sure sounds like fun. • I received a call from 
W inifred “W innie” Anthony Stearns recently She 
often calls to chat—she remains in her big house by her
self and is doing well. • I also had a call from Barbara 
“Buzz” Myers W hite, who is living near her daughter 
as I reported in a recent column and finds it enjoyable 
to be part of her family’s doings. Keeps her young. I

am all for it. • Sad news to report. Edith Hendrickson 
B uttrick passed away in March. My sincere condo
lences to her family • All for now. Anyone inclined to 
talk and give me an update on their fife, please take a 
moment and call me at 585-248-1362. Your classmates 
often tell me how much they enjoy reading this column 
about their friends.
—Class Correspondents: Dixon Hemphill (dixonHip2$® 
gmail.com), loÿio Olm Dr, Fairfax Station, 220)ç>; 
Rachel Adkins Platt (rplatt27@gnail.com), i Sinclair Dr, 
Apt. iji, Pittsford, NT 14734.

Another amazing obit. Noel Galen 

I I away on January 6 at age 93, my
/  goal- He was born in NYC December

20, 1924, and was raised in Manhattan. He joined the 
Navy at 18, which sent him to Midd and the Univ. of 
Vermont Medical School. At Belleview Hospital, he 
became chief resident in psychiatry and later prac
ticed medicine in New Jersey, New York, Belize, and 
Zimbabwe. Noel had a private practice, worked at 
Englewood Hospital, and was a clinical professor at 
NYU Medical School. He also taught psychiatry at 
the Univ. of Zimbabwe. Noel loved fife. His devoted 
wife of 68 years predeceased him by three months. 
Together they had four children, eight grandchildren, 
and six greats. • Also, Sally Peek Nelson died on April 
3. She served as the class correspondent for women 
from 1955-1960 and again from 2010-2012. She lived 
and taught in Montreal for many years.
—Class Correspondent: Virgnia OrrallAlbert (alanSib̂ ® 
outlook.com), 1471S. Greenville Ave., Apt. 2117, Allen, TX 
77002. (469-797-6310)

It is great to hear from classmates who keep 
I in touch hut we would love to hear from 

J  J L  more of you! I (Lee) am writing this from 
Hilton Head, where we recently spent a fun evening 
with Beth Huey Newman. Beth has been doing a lot 
of traveling. Thanksgiving in Minnesota with one of 
her daughters, Christmas in Texas with her grandson, 
and February to Florida to visit her sister, Jean Huey 
Smolens ’48. Here in Hilton Head, she is in a lovely res
idence and keeps very busy. • Joan Macklaier Birkett 
reported a fierce winter out in western Canada, with 
snow piling, then thawing causing lots of icy condi
tions. “Lake Windermere is in the Guinness World 
Records as the lake with the longest skating path on 
record.” She also reported, “There are about 50 wild 
starving turkeys walking in the road, showing some 
character traits similar to humans—males tutor females 
on obedience by making them circle. The males fan 
their tails to attract the girls!” Joan still meets weekly 
with a group writing their memoirs. She recalls at Midd 
at curfew time “the bushes came alive with couples say
ing their good-nights!” • Bill Deming finally closed 
his locksmith business and is finding it strange to tell 
people he has retired! He and Phyllis (Cole) will prob-
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ably not go to Cape Cod this summer, but hope to 
spend a lot of daytime at their camp in South Hero, Vt. 
They also hope to get to Alumni College again. • Don 
Sherburne writes, “Hi to all 1951 classmates. We are 
still enjoying our retirement in Florida and hope to get 
back to our camp on Lake Dunmore for a few weeks 
this summer. We hope you are all still finding interest
ing ways to keep engaged—we find our community at 
Westminster Suncoast stimulating and try to keep up 
with the doings of our five grandchildren—one who 
just graduated from Case Western in Cleveland, one 
getting her master’s from Stanford, one, also a Stanford 
grad, going to London for her graduate work in the fall, 
one, a Midd grad, in his last year of medical school at 
Brown, and one installing custom marine electronics 
here in St. Pete. Quite the crew and such busy lives they 
live! One of our daughters is a senior economist with 
the World Bank, another is a technical writer fusing 
glass right now for sale on the Internet, and our son and 
his wife own and operate HW H  Electronics here in St. 
Pete.” • We are sorry to report the death of Charlotte 
Kastenbein Wendel in January. I (Lee) remember 
Charlie very well as she was one of the six of us who 
were housed in the attic of Hillcrest freshman year. 
(The six were Marilyn Murphy, Jo  Overlook, Lynn 
W erner, M arty O’Brien, Charlie, and me.) The win
dow in the room that Marty and I shared was the en- 
trance/exit to the fire escape so we were well aware of 
those who were sneaking in and out after curfew! As for 
me, I would NEVER consider such an act of disobedi
ence, but we never reported anyone who did. (You re
member who you were!) Our condolences to Charlie’s 
family and friends. • We send our congratulations to 
the women’s hockey team for their loth NESCAC 
Championship. • We hope you all have a nice summer. 
And we hope to hear from the rest of you the next time 
we send a request—or even sooner! And if you would 
like to take over this job, I will give serious consider
ation (ha ha) to giving it up! Best wishes to ALL. (Even 
those who don’t respond.)
—Class Correspondents: Lee Webster McArthur 
(.bobleemca@gmail.com), j2$ Willow St, Cranford, NJ 
oyoi6; Beth Huey Newman (bethhueynewman@gmail 
com), }oo Woodhaven Dr, Apt. 2$op, Hilton Head, SC
2pp28.

Correspondent Barbara Cummiskey 
/  Villet reports: Each time I pull up the 

^  y  class list on my computer, I revisit all of
you—some still with us, others already gone. This time 
I regret to report the deaths of Bill Stotz and Barbara 
Octjen Cocchini—both in January. Bill was a grand 
soul, a bird lover, a truth teller, a stalwart. Barbara 
lived a rich, full life in Milan, Italy, where she ran her 
own business very successfully. Clearly, they have left 
empty spaces with their departures. • As I write this, 
the vernal equinox has just passed and we are officially 
celebrating spring—with heavy snow on the ground.

ijm

' ill „'i

O  Classmates from 1953 get caught u p . O  Friends watch the Saturday night fireworks. Q  The Class of 1948  gathers for 
their class photo during Convocation. Q  Alumni children have a good time at Reunion ^  Members of the Class of 1968 

walk through the 1968 exhibit at the Museum of Art.
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suffering tulip leaves pushing up to freeze, and Polly 
Norton Polstein over in Maine, still sick and tired of 
the snow, the cold north wind, and yearning for spring. 
Same goes for Phyllis Mortimer Porter in Simsbury, 
Conn. Phylhs’s husband is an invalid, but she reports 
he’s holding his own and that otherwise, the status quo 
reported in this column last year holds, along with the 
presence of bears in her backyard. " I’m being very brief 
in this note as I’m leaving for Europe in a few days on a 
transatlantic cruise with stops in the Azores with their 
botanical riches, and southern Spain before landing in 
Italy for a week in Rome. Nostalgic trip as I traveled to 
Rome with Grey several times. So as you read this, it 
will be summer. I’ll be back home and back at my desk 
working on potential exhibitions at the Smithsonian 
African American Museum in Washington and ICP in 
New York. All best to all. Peanuts. • Correspondent 
Chuck Ratté reports: I’ve had the good fortune of 
receiving several short notes from Dee Rowe lately 
in response to my recent inquiries to classmates for 
news of their activities. I’ve learned that Dee has been 
very much involved with several sports activities at 
Middlebury over the years since his graduation. For 
14 years. Dee has taught a winter term course titled 
Issues in Sports. He has also assisted in other sports 
programs at the College, especially basketball. Dee is 
currently active, at 89 years of age, in the University 
of Connecticut athletic programs. As Dee puts it, “As 
long as there is no heavy lifting.” Several of Dee’s chil
dren have attended and graduated from Middlebury. 
Dee says, “I will be forever grateful for all of those who 
assisted me during those special years in college.” 
—Class Correspondents: Chuck Ratté (cr6jBi@gmail. 
com), PO Box 26̂ , Saxtons River, VTo î;4; Barbara 
Cummiskey Villet (villetb2@gmail.com), 208 Eagleville 
Rd, Shushan, NT 1287}.

We are still looking fot one or two people
to take over as correspondents. If you are 

y  y  willing to do this job, please contact Sara 
Marshall at smarshal@middleburyedu or 802-443- 
5650.

^  Â  REUNION CLASS Joanne 
VerbryckKissingersent a warm message 

y I to Elinor “Lannie” Osborn Gartner and 
me (Julie) on her way to Cahfornia to celebrate the 
60th birthday of her son Scott ’80 with his wife, two 
young adult children, daughter Lisa ’82 and husband 
David, and other family members. Two grandsons are 
“up to their ears in studies”—Alex at M IT grad school 
in physics and chemistry (like their grandfather, Jo’s 
husband, Paul, who was a physics professor at DePauw 
Univ.) and Matthew, a freshman at Stanford. Despite a 
recent knee replacement, Jo writes, “I am just fine, I 
just have a lot wrong with me inside.” She talked about 
the magic days at Middlebury in the ’50s and thinks it 
was a better time to be in college than today, since she

has lived 50 recent years on a campus and “knows what 
is really going on!”Jo added that her own 86th birthday 
was the following day, so the California family reunion 
was no doubt a celebration of their (and our) beloved 
Jo, mother and grandmother, as well as a party for son 
Scott. • Lannie Gartner writes from Masonic Village 
at Sewickley, Pa., that hfe is complicated by caring for 
her weak husband who has short-term memory loss. 
She has become chauffeur, caregiver, and worrier. They 
have lived in the retirement community for 17 years and 
though not Masons, Lannie is part of the history of the 
community, helping establish it as a nursing home with 
the local hospital when she was on the Board of Valley 
Care. No doubt with Lannie playing a strong role, and 
with the Masons taking over, it has grown into a great 
senior village with independent living and continu
ing care when needed. (Lannie specifies, “We live in a 
three-bedroom villa with attached garage.”) Lannie is 
an active member of PEO, the Sewickley Presbyterian 
Church, and the local Republican Party. And if I count 
right, she and her husband have four children (Margie, 
EUie, Bruce, and Ginny), eight grandchildren, and two 
great-grandchildren! The summer place in Canada has 
now become the joy and responsibUity of the four kids. 
• After failing with much disappointment to connect 
through phone or postcard or email with PK Sadler 
(Priscilla Kelly) or Nancy Dreher Mavriks, both last 
hving in Ponte Vedra Beach, Fla., I was delighted to 
have a long conversation with Barbara Hardy Haines 
in Haines City, Fla. Barbara and her late husband, 
Baldwin Haines ’53, were married in the Middlebury 
Congregational Church a day after her graduation. 
When they left the Philadelphia area and bought a 
home in a retirement community not far from Orlando, 
Baldwin had a chance to work at Disney World for sev
eral more years, to the delight of their two sons and the 
grandchildren. For both Barbara and Baldwin, sing
ing in choirs all their married life was a joy that con
tinued when they moved to Florida. Barbara would 
be singing still if it didn’t require driving at night for 
rehearsals. Barbara’s two sons, Bruce and Barry, have 
five children between them and one of Barry’s sons 
and wife are expecting a baby in October, Barbara’s 
first great-grandchild. The eldest, Bruce, is general 
manager for the PBS television station Channel 39 in 
Fort Wayne, Ind. I (Julie) told Barbara that we watch 
PBS in Altadena, Cahf, faithfully every evening, es
pecially enjoying Mark Shields and David Brooks on 
Friday nights. Barbara divides her life between Florida 
and New Jersey, migrating to Ocean City every year in 
May to their shore property, which they have given to 
the children (who not surprisingly tore down the old 
place to build a spacious condo). Barbara lives alone in 
Florida but life probably hums in the summer.
—Class Correspondents: Julie Howard Parker 
(julieparkerbonjour@gmail.com), 1̂ 29 Meadowbrook Rd., 
Altadena, CA piooi; Tom Ryan (tm@aol.com),} Knipp 
Rd., Houston, TX77024.

Correspondent Carlene Snyder Howland 
reports: Janet Beem Frost wrote, “It’s 

/  /  been 63 years since we graduated from
beautiful Middlebury! And I proudly proclaim my af
filiation whenever the subject comes up! In my 60 years 
in Macon, Ga., I have met but one Midd grad, Theresa 
McCoy Ferrari ’87, now a teacher at Stratford Academy. 
We were attending a joint Advent dinner and program 
between her church, St. Peter Claver CathoHc Church, 
and my church, St. Francis Episcopal Church! In July 
of 20171 visited my relatives in Vail, Colo. Onjuly 2, for 
the first time in my Ufe, I went white-water river raft
ing on the Eagle River: a class 3, two-hour adventure, 
both thrilling and scary! My niece, who went with me, 
fell in but recovered pretty quickly with the help of our 
guide. Praise God I did not fall in! My church put our 
picture on the bulletin board and in the newsletter! I 
have many fond memories of Midd: le Château where 
I Uved and learned French for two years, St. Stephens 
Episcopal Church, which I visited in 2001 and where 
I met our chaplain. Rev. Scott (!), and many friends. I 
have four sons and 14 grandchildren, all who bless and 
love this 84-year-old widow! I’m a Maine Yankee in the 
Deep South for 60 years! And I love it!” • Pat Hinman 
Makin, back from a three-week trip to Florida, gave 
news of attending a great reunion, on Sanibel Island, 
at Junie Stringer DeCostcPs home. Nancy Walker 
Faulkner, Kathy Hughes von Hartz, Judd Zecher 
Colton, and Scotty MacGregor Gillette all found 
their way there to enjoy playing bridge, walking to 
the beach in sunny but cool weather, and lots of good 
visiting. The group was there for a week. • Sue Heyer 
Byers had a good time taking Junie DeCoster’s fresh
man grandson from Minnesota out to dirmer. He ab
solutely loves Midd, loves the scenery and mountains 
and skiing. He says Minnesota is so flat and cold, with 
no snow. He likes his classes and his buddies. • My news 
(Carlene) is that my granddaughter, Isabella Johnson, 
this past year was a freshman at the Univ. of Michigan, 
majoring in kinesiology. I was overjoyed when she 
pledged Sigma Kappa sorority. Now she’s my sister, 
as well as my granddaughter. She spent last summer 
summiting 14 14,000-foot peaks in Colorado, raising 
funds for the Nature Conservancy, in particular to re
store the ailing Dolores River for future generations to 
enjoy. She reported that on these climbs, breathtak
ing views and the exhilaration of summiting were well 
worth the physical effort. • Sadly, we note the passing 
of our classmate, Sarah “Sally” Alice Day, on May 
28, 2017. She dedicated her life to Mount Saint Mary’s 
Abbey in Wfentham, Mass., where she became known 
as Sister Agnes, in remembrance of her beloved sister, 
Agnes, who had died at age 19. She is best remembered 
for her gentleness, intelligence, self-effacing service, 
and most of all, her belief in her abbatial motto: “Love 
never fails.” • Correspondent John Baker reports: 
Before my trip to Ireland this spring, Pete Baldwin 
called and wished me a “wonderful time in the Green.
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I send you in spirit a draft of Guinness Irish Stout!” 
We then exchanged alternating lines from “The night 
that Patty Murphy died I never shall forget....” Who 
can go several verses without checking for the words.’ 
Once again: Check out Pete’s new hook A Memoir on 
Amazon. • W in Tremaine and wife EUzabeth had a 
“deUghtfiil trip to Mexico,” where they stayed for two 
weeks in San Miguel de Allende. It was a stopover town 
for the conquistadors transporting silver and gold from 
Guanajuato to Veracruz. In 2014 the Tremaines made a 
Collette tour of Ireland. At one point Win mentioned 
to their Irish hus driver that he had kissed the Blarney 
Stone because he thought it would make him eloquent. 
“Eloquent,” the driver responded. “Not only will it 
make you eloquent, it will give you such diplomatic 
finesse that you will be able to tell a man to go to hell 
and he will enjoy the trip.” «John MacGow'an is the 
proud great-grandfather of John Daniel MacGowan, 
born March 2 and doing well. John and Sally (Beyer) 
’56 are headed to Martha’s Vineyard for a week with 
family in August. Grandson Paul and girlfriend Serena 
are still both teaching English in China. • Roy Craig 
recently moved to 50 Endicott Street, Danvers, MA 
01923. His phone number is 978-290-9991. When I 
told him we were headed to Ireland, he said he’d been 
to Ireland twice. “If you go into a tavern for a drink, 
it usually takes about three to five minutes before you 
are singing and have an arm around your shoulders. 
Fun stuff.” He’s right! • Alii Lank writes, “Connie and I 
spent a month in Panama and Nicaragua with Swedish 
friends. So good to get away from all the Nor’easters 
we were having in Massachusetts this past winter.” • 
Tom Eamson wished me a happy trip to Ireland! “We 
have a son who lives with his family outside of Dublin 
and we get over there about twice a year. Great place to 
visit. We are well and still traveling, skiing, and golfing, 
but at a slower pace as time goes on. We are very lucky.” 
• After such an upbeat note from Tom, I’m sorry to re
port that Harvey Kaplan died on February 13. • Bob 
Gallagher says he’s still above the grass. Lots of ski 
teaching at Jiminy Peak, travel, and some midwinter 
golf in Arizona. He sadly told me about Bob B eattie’s 
recent death. It was noted in the Aspen newspaper that 
“Bob Beattie, the patriarch of American skiing, dies at 
85. The Aspen Valley resident and former Colorado 
Buffaloes coach cofounded skiing’s World Cup tour 
in 1966.” • As noted, Liddy, my wife of 48-plus years, 
and I spent our 19th consecutive year at the Inishowen 
Singer’s Circle in Donegal, Ireland. That’s almost as far 
north as one can go in the Green Isle. But we joined 
our son, Jamie, and wife Tricia, who live in Annapolis, 
in Dublin for two nights before driving to Inishowen. 
Their two youngsters, Lilly (12) and Alex (to), were with 
them and we were welcomed at a singing session one 
night. I sang a group song, but more importantly, Lilly 
led one song and sang another in Gaelic. (Two years 
ago she was in an Irish Revels in Washington and the 
children’s chorus learned a children’s song in Irish.) A

^  Many members of the Class of 1955 and some spouses attended Alumni College last August: Dave Brew (seated), Linda 
Punderson. Sue Heyer Byers, Scotty MacGregor Gillette, Nancy Walker Faulkner, Junie Stringer DeCoster, (second row) 
Frank Punderson, Peter Gillette, Kathy Hughes von Hartz, John von Hartz, Carolyn Edgar Goodrham, Caleb Gates, Bruce 
Byers, Mary Lou King Wollmar. Dick Wollmar, Sally Dickerman Brew. Judd Zecher Colton, Sid Brock Gates, and Nancy 
Bridges (widow of Dave Bridges). Q  Jakub Benes 0 4  married Maja Rancigaj in Logarska Dolina, Slovenia, on July 22. 
2017. with a modest but enthusiastic Midd contingent in attendance: the newlyweds. Chris Eberly 0 4 . and Kelsey Rinehart- 
Eberly 0 6 . ^  Peter Donavan 65 and wife Nancy enjoyed a visit from Grant Matheke '65 and wife Libby in South Carolina.

O  Liza Reynolds 08  and Justin Merolla were married on August 2 6 . 2017 at the Allen Farm in Chilmark. Mass., on Martha s 
Vineyard. Middlebury friends in attendance included (all 0 8  unless noted) Adam Weisman. Yanik Bababekov, Liana Sideli, 
Olivia Kerr Barker, the newlyweds. Peyton Coles, James Kerrigan, and Patrick Leibach 06  Q  After Reunion last year, 
friends hiked up Camel's Hump: Sara Granstrom 07. Matt Decker, and Doug Hale 0 7  Alison Brown 07  took the photo.
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^  The Reunion parade makes its way up to Mead Chapel for Convocation. Q  Class of 1963 members arrive at Bread Loaf 
for their class dinner on Friday. ^  Friends in the Class of 1958 greet each other warmly. Q  Alumni relax in the Anderson 
Freeman Center. Q  President Laurie Patton presents the Alumni Achievement Award to Charlotte "Chickie" Sibley 68.

new and expanded edition of my book American House 
Styles: A Concise Guide was scheduled by W. W, Norton 
forjuly 3. • I have to thank all of you who respond when 
I reach out via email. I’ll gladly keep doing this as long 
as you are all responsive. Pete Baldwin called me min
utes after I sent out my request for updates. 1 always 
enjoy catching up with all of you.
—Class Correspondents: John M. Baker (jmbaker@bestweb. 
net), 76 Spooner HillRd., South Kent, CTo6y8y; Carlene 
Snyder Howland (carleneyymidd@juno.com).

^  ^  From Westbrook, Conn., Peg Straus 
Patierno brings us up-to-date about her 

. /  recent doings. “All is well here—survived
three Nor’easters last winter. Char Duryea Hohl 
and I keep in touch. I did take a two-week cruise with 
a friend to the Caribbean, with a short stop in Cuba. 
My late husband, Lou, and I traveled to many coun
tries together but never to Cuba. He went there in the 
’50s before Castro, so he was one up on me. First im
pressions as we entered Havana’s harbor—a huge fort 
on one side and an enormous statue of Christ on the 
other. The statue was like the one in Rio and made me 
feel welcomed. We heard some music on our walking 
tour and visited beautiful tree-lined old squares. We 
saw nice old buildings and wide streets with no traf
fic. We walked some of the narrower streets that had 
old cannon balls blocking them off so cars could not 
pass. There were a lot of museums but it was too late 
in the day to visit them, as was true with the cathedral 
and the very impressive opera house. We could see the 
outdoor war museum with Castro’s boat and tanks 
and guns. Hemingway’s house was just as he had left it 
with books everywhere and mounted heads on every 
wall from his hunting days. There was very little traf
fic anywhere but lines of people waiting for buses. It 
was fun seeing the cars of the ’50s, which are now used 
to take tourists around. Not being Spanish speakers, 
we exchanged friendly smiles with the people. Only 
markets we got to were cigar shops and liquor stores 
for rum. When I got home I read Nelson DeMille’s 
book about Cuba. I recommend visiting Cuba to all of 
our friends.” • D i Shulman (stage name D’yan Forest) 
performed her one-woman, stand-up comedy show, 
“Rendezvous with a Cougar,” last winter at Le Soum- 
Soum Comedy Club in Paris. One reviewer writes, 
“This energetic performer challenges what ‘old ladies’ 
can do or say with laughs, sass, and songs.” Another re
viewer writes, “D’yan Forest is what everyone dreams 
to be at 83 years old. Talented, vibrant, funny, and sexy 
D’yan is the total package—oh, did we mention that 
she likes to seduce younger men.  ̂From the theatres of 
Broadway to the Cafes of Paris, D’yan has spent her life 
traveling the world, and performing her unique style of 
stand-up and musical comedy.” • This came from Dick 
Powell: “Since 1999, sparked by interest from Mona 
Meyers Wheatley, I’ve become involved in efforts 
to recognize fellow Middlebury veterans. Inspired
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by President Patton, more measures, coined ‘Midd 
Vets Give Back,’ engage veterans with the College in 
a variety of ways, Recently Mike Heaney ’64, along 
with Ken Burns and Lynn Novick, producers of the 
PBS series on the Vietnam War, spoke to students and 
community members about the project. Mike’s story 
about his war experiences appeared in the fall issue 
of this magazine. Stay tuned for more of what we’re 
doing.” Dick goes on to say, “You may have reported 
the sudden passing of Barbara Widnall Williams’s 
husband. Lieutenant General Jim Williams, last fall. 
I have been in touch with Bobbie and her daughter, 
Karen, throughout this ordeal.” Classmates wanting to 
contact Bobbie can write to her at 8928 Maurice Lane, 
Annandale, VA 22003, or her daughter’s email ad
dress sportsnutvt@verizon.net. Lastly, Dick offers this 
timely advice. “So many folks our age die from slips, 
trips, and falls, or overexertion. Be careful out there. 
For Nancy and me, we’re learning to live in bodies that 
have become unfamiliar, I keep trying to make up the 
differences with exercise, learning, rest (as in naps), nu
trition, and fun. We are trying to figure out how we can 
stay in our nice little place forever. Any clues?” • Dick’s 
thoughts brought forth these from Judy Phinney 
Stearns. “Hi everyone! How great to hear how Midd 
’56 is still powering on despite aging bods. Yoga yoga 
yoga. There are wonderful more gentle classes for us 
oldies, but stretching and strengthening is just what 
the doctor ordered. I was touched by Dick’s and 
Bobbie Williams’s stories. I have been involved in 
Easter Seals for years, as was my husband, John, and 
my mother, too, for 50 years. A couple years ago, we in 
the Hartford and Eastern Connecticut region started a 
program to serve veterans and established a Rally Point 
at one of our facilities not far from the New London 
and Groton bases. It was the focus and theme at our 
very recent fundraising gala, which had lots of military 
flags, hoorahs, and spine-chilling patriotic music. I 
loved when the two enormous screens on either side 
of the stage had appropriate visuals, plus the words to 
all the service songs—which W E know by heart. I sang 
lustily while others younger at my table just watched. 
The finale to that segment of the program was a video 
of a jets flyover that is so familiar and symbolic. I’m 
really proud of our Easter Seals program and what we 
do for veterans.” • Pete Orvis writes, “CeCe and I had 
a wonderful lo-day roundtrip from Ft. Lauderdale to 
the Panama Canal. Very interesting engineering of the 
new canal and comparison with the original canal de
scribed in fabulous detail by David McCullough—the 
commencement speaker in 1986! The Path Between the 
Seas is another great McCullough read.” • Thanks to all 
of you who sent in news. Best wishes to everyone for a 
happy summer!
—Class Correspondents: Stan Hayward (sandphayward® 
yahoo.com), ipii Wildflower Circle, Medford, OR 97S04; 
Lucy Boyd Littlefield (ljblsquam@aol.com), i; Norwood 
Heights, Gloucester, MA oigyo.

We are still looking for someone to step up 
/  as the class correspondent for 1957. It’s a 

^  /  /  great way to stay in touch with classmates! 
If you are interested, contact Sara Marshall at smarshal 
@middleburyedu or 802-443-5650. Meanwhile, a great 
note was sent to Hugh Marlow from Bo Wakefield 
who reports, “It’s time again for Katherine and me to 
get voyaging. We sold our trailer in January; we did see 
much of the Aussie Outback from our own wheels. 
Now we are on to a virgin voyage to see the northern 
Pacific Rim. We have tramped the volcanic mountains 
of New Zealand and Japan. We concluded we can’t 
speak in Spanish fast enough to enter either Central 
America or Chile. Up to a few months ago the Pacific 
Northwest was barely a bucket-list consideration. That 
old travel bug has bitten us real hard this time.” He sent 
an itinerary beginning at the end of July that includes 
Seattle (and staying with Dick Maider ’58), Alaska, 
Vancouver City, Alberta, Victoria, and a drive around 
Vancouver Island.

^  Mimi Benz Harrison shares the fol- 
lowing: “Since our years at Middlebury, 

^  unlike most of you, I haven’t personally
done anything of real note. Mine has been a support
ing role. I have been a wife and mom (now Gramma), 
a Camp Fire Girl leader, den mother, an occupational 
therapist, an ESL teacher, and a teacher’s aide, and I’ve 
worked with a company doing estate sales. In fact, I’m 
still doing sales and still love doing them. Any of you 
who are downsizing could use the assistance of a good 
estate sale company. Yes, it’s a little like moving all the 
time but we aren’t emotionally involved with any of the 
things we handle. That fact makes the whole process 
doable. I am the oldest in the small group that owns 
our company but almost always am the one most will
ing to work. I avoid mirrors but, thankfully, still have 
good health and energy. I do admire the wonderful 
accomplishments of each of you, my classmates, and 
have such happy memories of the years we spent at 
Middlebury.” • Dave Krugman tells us of his busy 
life: “After leaving Midd, I went on to graduate from 
the NYU School of Medicine. I completed a resi
dency in pathology, spent two years at Chelsea Naval 
Hospital in Massachusetts, and eventually landed in 
New Britain, Conn., where I spent 37 years as director 
of the hospital’s blood bank. I also served as the chair
man of the Pathology Department during much of this 
period. I have been retired for almost n  years now. I’ve 
been lucky. I still can play singles tennis several times a 
week, attend a lot of theater in Connecticut and NYC, 
volunteer at a local soup kitchen, and serve as an ac
tive Red Cross volunteer in the Connecticut Red Cross 
blood program. My wife (Ruth) and I moved to a condo 
in Avon, Conn., 19 years ago. We have three children 
and four grandchildren. Two of the grandkids are ‘far’ 
away (Chicago and LA) and the others are all in the 
Northeast (West Hartford, NYC, and Philly). We are

truly blessed—all of our kids actually like each other. 
My wife and I celebrated our 60th on June 8.” • Diane 
Doubleday Krueger reminisces and shares some 
great memories tvith us: “I guess Southern California 
is probably about as far from Midd as you can get, but 
my memories of my years there are as vivid as yesterday 
My son thinks it’s a riot that I was required to take phys 
ed, and the choice was ice skating, for heaven’s sake! 
I’ve never seen fall leaves so red or winters so quiet 
and deep. Doesn’t sound very exciting, but I remem
ber rumors of an impending panty raid that had us in a 
dither one night. The first hockey game I ever saw was 
a shocker. Wow, but everyone survived. Those were 
the days. We lead a quiet Ufe here in southern Indiana 
and try to find warmer places in the winter when we 
can. Both my husband, Tom, and I are lucky enough to 
be in good health. I spend my days with him, hanging 
out at yarn shops, and taking my little therapy dog to 
the library so the kids can read to him (so sick of Go 
Dog Go at this point), and to our local universities to 
calm the students during exams.” • Zack Taylor gives 
us an enlightened view of himself and his family: “My 
last 10 years have continued to be good. Our son and 
daughter are both happily married, and we have four 
granddaughters in their teens that are funny, loving, 
athletic, and disciplined. Best of all, they welcome my 
wife and me into their busy schedules whenever we 
invite ourselves. We love our home with our six-mile 
view of the rolling Connecticut hiUs and a three-season 
porch. I’m working hard at the gym to keep fit enough 
to avoid needing a stair-lift. ‘A Rock Star of the Silver- 
Sneaker Set.’” • Mary Daniels Jones writes, “Over 
the past few years, I have thoroughly enjoyed talking 
with many classmates and inviting them to be part of 
the Middlebury Magazine ’58 Class Acts column. I’ll be 
retiring soon, but before I do, I just wanted to share 
with you some wonderful travel adventures Rick and 
I have had recently April i, 2017, we left our home in 
Southport, N.C., and began our journey by driving 
to Chicago where Route 66 begins and then onward 
across the country on that notable highway It was a 
fabulous road trip. The Great Plains were gorgeous, 
and I loved Oklahoma, Texas, New Mexico, Arizona, 
and California, where we visited daughter Susan. We 
then traveled to the Pacific Northwest and saw some 
spectacular National Parks before returning home 
in May. In September, we toured Branson, Mo., plus 
Memphis and Pigeon Forge, Tenn.—you can tell, we’ve 
been doing the bucket list! One of the most outstand
ing museums we’ve ever seen was the National Civil 
Rights Museum in Memphis. Do go, if you can! Last 
but certainly not least, we spent two weeks this past 
January in Israel, and what a fabulous trip that was! It’s 
a beautiful country with wonderful welcoming people 
plus many religious and historic landmarks—truly a 
trip of a lifetime.” • Ellie Humme, also retiring soon 
as class correspondent, shares some parting words: “I 
would just like to say how important it was for me to re-
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^  A  group of 1984 football players had a mini-reunion along with Coach Jim Grube at the Middlebury versus Tufts football 

game last fall. The group, nicknamed "The Meats," had a full day together and recreated a photo taken 33 years ago. with 

one extra player who missed the earlier photo. They had a great time catching up: Brian O  Sullivan. Steve Ford. Jon Campi. 

Tom Baldwin, Jeff Connolly, and Andy Varney (not in top photo). Coach Grube is in the back.

O  On September 3, 2017. Heather Gallagher 07 and Justin Gould were married at Bark Lake Leadership Centre in 
Irondale. Ontario. Midd friends who helped celebrate included (all 07 unless noted) Susan Miranowski McGirr, Julie 
Ellenberger 09. Allison Ortega, the newlyweds. Kerry Ortega Weathers, Karen Levin 08, Sarah Shaikh, and Sebastian 
Paulsson. Q  A group of 1984 women had a mini-reunion in Vail, Colo., to celebrate 55th birthdays: Heidi Mosburg, Beth 
Reuman, Jennifer Pattee Schongalla, Kristin Smith Carpenter. Kristen Gould Case, and Jill Goodman.

connect with our classmates and bring back fond mem
ories of our time at Midd. It was a joy to experience,” 
• Our thanks to Sue Daniell Phillips for contacting 
several of our classmates re participation in the column 
for this issue. She has been so gracious and helpful for 
which we are most appreciative. And, thanks to all our 
classmates who responded so willingly 
—Class Correspondents: Elaine Humme (elainehumme® 
yahoo.com), }i$ N. Providence Rd., Wallingford, PA î o86; 
Mary Daniels Jones (mjonesi@ec.rr.com), 4011 Norseman 
Loop, Unit I ,  Southport, NC 28461.

^  R E U N IO N  C LA SS Dave and 
Barbara Mitchell M urray returned to 

J  ^  the island of St.John in the Virgin Islands, 
where everyone was assessing the damage from 
Hurricanes Irma and Maria that clobbered the island. 
Some neighbors’ homes were totally destroyed. They 
write, “In Fairbanks, Alaska, we continue to enjoy con
do living on the Chena River. We’re still working on bo
tanical projects and keeping our connections with the 
university, despite losing our hearing and short-term 
memory” • Ren Curry reports he is regressing to his 
teenage years, when he learned to fly in a Piper J3 Cub 
at 16. As an 8oth birthday present, he bought a share of 
a restored Piper Cub. It’s just as much fun to fly now 
as it was 64 years ago. ■ Avery Tillinghast once again 
suffered March Madness with his UConn women’s bas
ketball team, who despite having won almost 150 games 
in a row did not win the championship this year. He is 
enjoying his 62nd racing season with his International 
no. • From Seattle Judy W ebster Bauer writes, “My 
husband. Dale, and I celebrated our 80th birthdays 
at two of our favorite West Coast places, Langley on 
Whidbey Island north of Seattle and Vancouver, BC. 
We are thoroughly enjoying retirement, spending lots 
of time at our gym, walking and biking, reading, vol
unteering, trying new recipes and new restaurants, 
and taking short trips along the I-5 corridor.” They 
celebrated their 55th wedding anniversary in June. • 
Joel Boland spent Christmas in Bellingham, Wash., 
for a wonderful family reunion. He turned 81 in May, 
but despite some health issues, expects to attend our 
doth Reunion in June 2019. • BUI Hussey confounds 
me (Andy). He is selling his Cape Cod house this sum
mer, after 22 years of 12-16-mile bike rides and build
ing sand castles with his grandchildren, and trading it 
for life in NYC. «John Rich claims there was less total 
snow last winter in Idaho but many smaller and con
tinuous storms. “As a sunny day/good visibility skier, 
I was limited.” John’s Coast Guard son is being reas
signed to Alaska. • Anne M artin H artm ann writes, 
“My husband, George, died on February 21. He had a 
stroke in Florida; we got him back to Kendall via air 
ambulance, where he died two days later. Before that 
we had our annual Middlebury gathering in Florida 
with Richard Hofmann, Dottie Dever Frost, Bill 
Hahn, Bick Bickncll, and Andy Montgomery’, with
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drinks on our lanai (Florida speak for screened porch) 
and dinner at the Seafood Shack up the road—a most 
enjoyable evening.” • Last winter Fred Swan and wife 
Pat went cross-country skiing at Bretton Woods, N.FI., 
and took four runs down Wildcat Mountain, The view 
into Tuckerman’s Ravine from the top of Wildcat was 
spectacular. • Roger Miller and John  Greenwood got 
together for a day of skiing at Lake Sunapee ski area 
in New Hampshire, taking advantage of the senior 
pass rate of $39 for the SEASON! Their recollections 
turned to skiing at the Snow Bowl and they thought 
they ought to do this more often and include more 
classmates. • Barbara Freeman Irving writes, “As 
long as husband Dave and I stay healthy, we will con
tinue to travel: Akumal on the Mexican Riviera, Maya 
coast in January/February Texas in May for our grand
son’s college graduation, then a cruise of the fjords of 
Norway, finishing in Scotland in the mid-summer.” ■ 
Dean Beyer and wife Gretchen spent three weeks in 
Kona on the Big Island of Hawaii where his son bought 
a large, gorgeous home overlooking the Pacific. The 
sunsets alone are fantastic! “We toured the entire is
land, including Hilo and Volcano, the site of the old
est U.S. active volcano.” • H ilton “Bick” Bicknell and 
wife Ginny spent a delightful afternoon in Naples, Fla., 
with Bob and PoUy Philbrick ’60 Ray. • Ailene Kane 
Rogers writes, “I am still living with Steve Andtews, 
my significant other. I love living in my old hometown 
of Centerport, Long Island, and often hike the beaches 
of my childhood. We live next door to the elemen
tary school I attended. It now houses the Methodist 
Church I went to as a child. I keep meeting people 
from the past who I knew. It’s quite special. Hope to 
see you all at Reunion.” • Dave Harpp still wears the 
professorial cape full time at McGill in Montreal and 
is ever pleased to have gone across the border for the 
great experience. He is planning on attending our 
60th. • Dick Krasker celebrated his 8ist birthday with 
family enjoying waffles and ice cream at a local eatery 
He plans to head “north” to Fryeburg, Maine, to their 
225-year-old house from the late 1700s, somewhat 
modernized. • Nancy Smoller Le Floch writes, “I fell 
in 2017 and broke three bones in my left ankle. After 
seven months, I could get around without a cane on 
hard, flat surfaces. A ‘thank you’ to my son, Jef, and his 
two boys for organizing my return home from the hos
pital, and to my son, Patrick ’88, for his three trips from 
Virginia to France to take care of me. As to the future, 
my dream is to attend our both. I’m already working on 
it!” • Don Collier reports that a Midd Spanish elective 
course has proven to be useful after all these years. “I’m 
tutoring in math at our local middle school with the 
interesting twist that most of my students are Puerto 
Ricans displaced by the hurricane and they speak very 
little English. All math must be taught in Spanish.” • 
Paul Fitzgerald is an avid fly fisherman. He recently 
was on a cultural trip to New Zealand, a beautiful 
country with a lovely populace that has gone from a

sheep-based economy to cows. “I retired in 2002 from 
JP  Morgan and stiU maintain an NYC residence de
spite being present for only 30+ days. I travel, primar
ily with fishing rods, to the Bahamas, Labrador, British 
Columbia, Saskatchewan, and Montana. Still single 
but hoping the right person will show up.” • And finally 
Stuart Purdy sends “My Empty Bucket List: I never 
got to Tasmania, never starred in a movie, never ran 
for office, never had to leave a bedroom thru the win
dow, nevet drove an Aston Martin, never rode a camel, 
never rvrote a novel, never joined the circus, never had 
regrets, and loved life—I am CONTENT!” • Put June 
7-9,2019, on your calendars for our 60th Reunion! 
—Class Correspondents; Millicent Fairhurst (milfair@ 
earthlink.net), 34/ East ipth Street, Apt iC, New 
York, NT1000}; Lucy Paine Kezar (lucypainekezar̂  
myfairpoint.net), i}4 Main St, Kingston, NH 0}848;Andy 
Montgomery (joyandym@aol.com), 8pio Hilloway Rd., 
Eden Prairie, MN }$}47-

^  Your classmates have been traveling
■  I I and moving. Susan and Sherb M errill 

have Uved for 14 years in River Landing, 
a golfing community with two 18-hole golf courses, 
used for U.S. Open qualifying, about 45 minutes from 
Wilmington, N.C. When not golfing, they sched
ule cruises around many trips to Seattle to see the 
grandchildren—and, oh yes, their parents, too. Major 
cruises have included a 35-day “Voyage of the Vikings” 
roundtrip from Boston, a 50-day roundtrip Fort 
Lauderdale to Rome and the Mediterranean, a cruise 
to Australia and New Zealand, and a fall foliage cruise 
from New York to Quebec City in early October. They 
plan to be at our both Reunion. • Last year Mary and 
John Emory celebrated their 50th anniversary at a 
LApres-midi dans l’Orangerie gathering in the 18th-cen
tury style home of friends in support of the Alliance 
Française of Milwaukee. Their daughter, Elizabeth, 
graduated from Midd in 1991. • Pat Knox Davies is 
now playing pickle ball. Rather than travel long dis
tances, she reported on the many beautiful scenic at
tractions near Middlebury and included a photo of 
High Fall Gorge, only 10 miles from Lake Placid, N.Y 
• Christl Guthe Riedman, of Gilboa, N.Y, is back to 
teaching Spanish three days a week. She wrote that it 
keeps her on her toes. • Joyce and Bob M illett some
how managed to get all 14 members of their family to
gether for their Xmas photo, taken in October in their 
condo in Waunakee, Wis. They love to travel. Bob and 
Joyce have flown on 14 separate flights from Chicago, 
Honolulu, Madison, Denver, Seattle, Newark, 
Milwaukee, New York, Houston, and Dallas. • People 
say that “when you get older you start going downhill.” 
Ruth and Jim  Barnes put a new spin on that. They lit
erally moved downhill, exactly three miles and 1,000 
feet in elevation to Glenwood Springs, Colo. Their 
former home had a 3bo-degree view of the mountains. 
The new one is smaller, easier to take care of, and next

door to children and grands. • In 20i7james and Louisa 
Potts Salmon celebrated their 50th anniversary, in 
Erie, Pa. Louisa wore her wedding dress. Jim’s tux still 
fit. They enjoyed a small-ship cruise to Dubai, India, 
Sri Lanka, Malaysia, and Singapore, and celebrated 
Jim’s 85th birthday on St. Martin. Another trip was to 
Iceland. • Instead of spending the winter in Elorida, 
Gretchen Augat Reilly, who lives at ii-foot elevation 
in Cotuit, Mass., traveled viuth family to Ecuador and 
the Galapagos. Since they were “in the neighborhood,” 
they visited Machu Picchu, via Lima and Cusco, going 
from sea level to ii,20o feet. • Marcia and Bob Hall 
took their family Xmas photo on Cape Cod last sum
mer, with all children, spouses, and grands. Bob noted 
they are too young for great-grandchildren. He still ref
erees high school soccer and lacrosse and feels great. 
He says that 2017 flew by so quickly that their Xmas 
card was a notice that they are alive, happy, healthy, and 
too busy. • Linda and Ike Krasts report they were for
tunate not to have been flooded by Hurricane Harvey 
in Houston. They cruised the Columbia and Snake 
Rivers in Oregon and Washington, and barged thru the 
canals of Holland. Linda visited German- and French- 
speaking Switzerland, while Ike was fishing in Alaska. • 
Jane Bryant Quinn writes, “Husband Carll Tucker and 
I are living in NYC, with a weekend house upstate. I’m 
still writing a money column for the monthly AARP 
Bulletin. And, I’m happy to report, my new book. Plow 
to Make Tour Money Last: An Indispensable Retirement 
Guide (2017), continues to sell well. We’ve planned a 
trip to Iran, hoping that the demonsttations won’t 
cause a cancellation! Lindy Hill Reed visited us in 
November—we touristed for four cold but lovely days 
(plays, museums, walks). At latest count, I have eight 
children (two natural, six steps—everyone, with family, 
comes for a big Christmas bash) and 12 grandchildren, 
with one more on the way. Fun, fun, fun. Who knew I’d 
wind up with so many great kids to visit!” • Many of you 
have asked Jean Seeler-Gifford why she moved from 
Eastview. She realized she is too young, too healthy, and 
too active to need the supportive services of the retire
ment community, except for the four-course dinner 
every evening. She had moved in “at first” when most 
of her neighbors had moved in “at last.” She is using the 
money she saves to travel and will teU you about that 
in her yearly Xmas greeting. • Thanks for your emails, 
letters, and cards. Keep in touch with your class cor
respondents.

—Class Correspondents: Jean Seeler-Gifford 
(jeandave@mindspring.com), 10 Merchants Row, #}}0, 
Middlebury, VT05753; Vcevy Strekalovsky (vcevy@ 
strekalovskyarchitecture.com), 4j Fearing Rd., Hingham, 
MA 0204}; Nancy MumfordMulvey (nandonmulv@ 
gmail.com), 104 High Plain Rd., Andover, MA 01810.

61
Dick Harris is presently employed as a ma
rine scientist by Norman Bloom and Son, 
the largest oyster business (12,000 acres)
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on the Connecticut coast. Dick tells of his careers 
since retiring from Shell in 1990: “I served as the di
rector of Harbor Watch, an organization I started with 
an old wooden dory and borrowed equipment—it has 
now spread up and down the coast from Greenwich to 
Stratford with a staff of six, its own state certified labo
ratory, a marine and fresh water education program 
for high school students, and over too volunteers. The 
Harbor Watch area of specialty is shoreline research 
to help eliminate pollution sources of all kinds. The 
organization now monitors 20 rivers and six harbors. 
I retired at the end of 2014 for all of four months (bor
ing) when Norm Bloom called and asked me to work 
for him. Norm is an old friend of many years and we 
were instrumental in saving his oyster beds from pol
lution on many occasions as part of the Harbor Watch 
mission. Now, I do the pollution research on the same 
six harbors that all contain valuable shellfish beds and 
make sure water quality is maintained. I have a small 
lab on the premises in Norwalk, but am assisted by the 
Earthplace lab in Westport and the Norwalk Public 
Health lab for bacteria analysis. 1 have developed an 
array of contacts with local conservation, health and 
public works departments, and the Harbor Watch staff, 
so I can usually get the needed help to continue land- 
based analysis on streams and to make marine repairs. 
I have the use of five boats and a number of volunteers 
to effect testing for dissolved oxygen, salinity, tempera
ture, chlorophyll, and bacteria. We have managed to 
build trust with the municipalities and cooperation is 
high at all levels in city/town and state government. In 
Norwalk Harbor alone (our most problematical due 
to early industrial usage), Norwalk Public Works has 
made 46 repairs to broken sewer lines, leaking storm 
drains, and illegal hookups.” Dick sums it up by say
ing, “I still work a 50-hour week, doing the work I like 
and on the water I love. Career #3 is the best so far!” 
• Two “musings” came in my morning email: one from 
Parnassus Books in Nashville, Tenn., and one from 
classmate Dennis T ’Ang, which I share here. “Some 
items in the spring issue of the magazine sparked 
some reminiscences: the passing of Doug Jocelyn 
and Richard Earhart ’60, and the review of the book 
Radio Free Vermont. Doug and I were skylarking fresh
men roommates in Hepburn Hall. We were both in the 
ROTC marching band, he on tenor sax, me on trom
bone. A lot of our Hepburn activities seemed to involve 
moving large and small amounts of water. Richard and 
I roomed together the following year. But he wasn’t a 
happy camper and transferred back to Ohio State. The 
book review reminded me that I had a WRMC show 
called ‘Radio Free Vermont.’ The experience was like 
the NASA scientists who send radio signals into the 
cosmos in search of intelligent life.” Dennis also shared 
that Richard bought a W W II sidearm he saw adver
tised and it arrived in the mail! Dennis and Richard 
proceeded to do target practice in the basement and 
received narv a word from the housemother. These

days Dennis attends tai chi classes, plays music in vari
ous jazz and church groups, and, with his wife, babysits 
their grandson. He adds, “You deserve the thanks of all 
of us for doing the class correspondent duties. Take a 
bow.” • The College received word of the death of Bob 
Fredrickson on March 18. Classmates who attended 
our 55th Reunion in 2016 may recall that we sent Bob a 
huge get well card because he was unable to attend due 
to health issues. Bob was married to our classmate, the 
late Sally Shineman Fredrickson.
—Class Correspondent: Janet S. Reed (jsreediSoo® 
me.com), 929 W Foster Ave., #2620, Chicago, IL 60640.

Sadly, we must report that Bonnie Boyd 
Ê ^  Russ died on March 31. Correspondent

Liza Dunphy Fischer writes, “In col
lege I have an image of us girls sitting around on our 
beds at night. It was Bonnie who was the one who said 
what we were all thinking—especially when we were 
talking about boys. She was wonderfully open and 
fun. I’m so glad that she attended the last Reunion.” 
Correspondent Judy Bosworth Roësset writes, 
“Seven of us sophomores spent the year in La Casa 
Espanola, a small wooden house no longer existing 
on campus: June Andrews, Scotti Stephens, Jackie 
Ross, Lou Thorpe, Linda Beauregard, Bonnie 
Boyd, and me, supervised lightly by a beautiful young 
Canadian housemother we called Senorita. She did 
have a proper name but that is how we knew her. We had 
our own special Spanish-speaking table at the Château, 
where we never mixed with the French-speaking stu
dents. It was a very special experience, living together 
and trying to speak only in Spanish. Memory fails but 
I imagine that we didn’t always manage to do that. 
June died years ago, Jackie too, and now we’ve lost 
Bonnie. I remember her for her infectious smUe, her 
sparkling eyes, her cheerful good humor, and her sense 
of fun. We kept in touch over the years only through 
Christmas cards, exchanging photos of kids and grand
children, but the friends you make in high school and 
college somehow stay in your heart whether you man
age to see them physically over the years or not. I miss 
knowing that those three are no longer out there—un
seen but not forgotten.” • Also, sadly, Stephen Green 
died on January 30. Correspondent Anne Thornton 
Bridges remembers that he was in Chi Psi, participat
ed in the Civil Rights Movement, and joined the Peace 
Corps in the early days of that organization. Kathy 
McKinley Harris writes, “Steve was in a Modern 
Poetry seminar class with me senior year and added a 
great deal to the class. My husband and I also attended 
a session about to years ago at the Vermont Historical 
Society in Barre, where Steve spoke about his experi
ence in the South during the summer of the civil rights 
sit-ins. He was also a Freedom Rider and was arrested 
in Jackson, Miss., for disturbing the peace and spent 
two months in jail in the summer of 1961. I admire his 
courage and commitment to principle.” • Speaking of

Kathy Harris, check out page 61 to learn more about 
her book.
—Class Correspondents: Judy Bosworth Roësset 
(jbozroesseFSaol.com), 8809 Mariscal Canyon Dr., Austin, 
TX787S9: Litsa Dunphy Fischer (hetsy@hrentopalmer.com), 
611 Oakland Ave., Iowa City, lA 92240;Anne Thornton 
Bridges (aaabridges@comcast.net), 2119 Sunrise Circle, 
Wenatchee, WA 98801.

^  This spring, we (Jane and Chris) made 
Ê contact with a couple dozen classmates

y  and we anticipated about 60 classmates 
at Reunion. More about that in the fall issue! • Peter 
Cady (Pittsford, Vt.) and wife Kris Krall ’66 enjoy the 
quiet retiree life—regular music gigs with friends, walk
ing, cross-country skiing, snowshoeing, and an annual 
trip to Bozeman, Mont., to visit their middle-aged chil
dren (this year topped off by their son’s wedding) with 
side trips to the Tetons, etc. Two years ago, they played 
music for Kris’s 50th at Bread Loaf They, like the rest 
of us, have experienced losses of several loved friends 
and family members. Part of life in the Golden Years. 
• Ken Delmar (Stamford, Conn.) and wife UlU were 
planning to join us in June. They did a Mediterranean 
Viking Cruise, and now they are searching for a new 
venue to truly put down retirement roots, where 
costs are reasonable and life is varied and exciting. • 
Ed Hixson (Lake Clear, N.Y) teUs us that each win
ter, men members of the 1959-1963 Middlebury Ski 
Team gather at Sunday River Ski Resort for camara
derie-skiing, libations, and group grilled food. Ed 
also maintains contact with fellow Mt. Everest climb
ers. He was hoping to make it to Reunion. • Lyman 
O rton (Manchester, Vt.) was not able to join us for 
Reunion. However, correspondent Chris wishes to let 
it be known that Lyman’s Orton Foundation Heart and 
Soul project has been extremely supportive in assisting 
Bucksport, Maine, residents to make the transition 
from losing a paper mill to welcoming a world-class 
Salmon Recycling Aquaculture System (RAS)—and in 
the process, discovering what really matters to town 
residents. • Neil Savage (Exeter, N.H.) was not able 
to join us for Reunion, but sent his best wishes. He 
continues to teach in a local community college and is 
very much engaged in aquaculture testing procedures 
though with much smaller fish than those coming to 
Bucksport. • Sabin Streeter (Chappaqua, N.Y.) tells us 
he is still in the recovery mode from his stroke, but he’s 
doing very well. He wished he could join us for Reunion, 
but his grandson Otis graduated from Middlebury the 
week before. Two Green Mountain journeys are a bit 
too much in such a short time. • Elena Bookstrom 
W hite (St. Cloud, Minn.) maintains contact with Jane 
Choate Beck (Middlebury, Vt.) and Sara McPherson 
Myles (Stow, Mass.). Elena returned from a trip to 
Belize and, unfortunately for us, was dancing in the 
flower fields of Tuscany while we played in Vermont. 
She also relates that she enjoys winter and continues
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to ski, • We heard from Joanne Fay Gibson (Concord, 
Mass.) that she once again got together in Veto Beach, 
Fla., with Susan Comstock Cram pton (Vineyard 
Haven, Mass.) and Laurie Shepardson M anthorne 
Beaudette (Vero Beach, Fla.). Reminds me (Janie) 
of “Here’s to the ladies who lunch” from Company. 
Apparently Laurie is still a phenomenal tennis player 
and was in the ladies double championship at Sea Oaks 
while Joanne was there. The match was rained out af
ter Laurie and her partner won the first set but they 
then went on to win the championship when play re
sumed! • Patty Fruehling Frazer (Orinda, Calif) sent 
a great note updating us on her California life. She is 
very active with a committee that runs the state golf 
championships for women, the amateur, the senior 
women’s championship, and the junior championship. 
She has chaired the junior girls championship, which 
is played at the Monterey Peninsula country club in 
Pebble Beach—a truly gorgeous venue. She loves in
teracting with the junior girls! When she isn’t busy 
with all of this, she is a trustee for the Bay Area inde
pendent school that her kids attended. • Nice to hear 
from Lynn W ilkins Green (Lynnfield, Mass.) who 
gets together with Chuck and Sue Handy Burdick 
(Middlebury, Vt.), Meg Holmes Robbins, and Joanne 
Gibson, as well as me (Janie) on a fairly regular basis. 
All of us enjoyed Reunion, with husbands along for the 
fun. Lynn says, “Hats off to Chuck and Sue who con
tinue to work tirelessly for Middlebury.” We agree with 
that! • In a conversation recently with friends of our 
“era,” I (Janie) mentioned that our children are now 
watching to see if we should be allowed to live alone. 
When they visit, they might check the refrigerator for 
outdated (or worse) food, among other things. Lynn 
and Gary had kids visit for Easter. She reported that 
she had indeed cleaned out the fridge. Good for anoth
er year! • We received in mid-April a very nice thank 
you letter from a Midd sophomore thanking us for pro
viding financial support, yielding the opportunity to 
pursue a psychology major leading to an eventual goal 
of becoming a neuropsychologist. The tone of the let
ter depicts a note of being very focused, but also shows 
deep involvement in the College community via sports 
and writing for the Campus. It’s gratifying for a student 
to take time to show such appreciation. • In the cor
rections department, we learned that we erroneously 
reported in the spring issue that Stephen Schur is a 
psychotherapist in the San Francisco area. He is ac
tually a retired computer systems specialist. • We will 
report after Reunion with the best of news from our 
class. Thanks to all who respond to us with news as we 
carry forth.
—Class Correspondents: Janie Bachelder Johnson 
(petesprli222®gmail.com), PO Box 44̂ , Manchester, VT 
o;2̂ 4; Christopher J. White (cmbrycst@gmail.com), J4y 
Duck Cove Rd., Bucksport, ME 04416.

X  A REUNION CLASS Correspondent 
M Dori Ells Jurgenson reports: A few 

I notes are coming in as we look forward 
to our 55th reunion next year. In response to my com
ment about making maple sugar, Tom Koch wrote 
that he had open heart surgery on February 13, severely 
restricting activities until it was too late to start sug
aring, He says, ‘At age 75, I found out I wasn’t perfect 
(wink, wink)! After a few warning signs, it was discov
ered that I had a coronary artery that wasn’t where it 
was supposed to be—a birth defect. So they told me I 
needed a ‘factory recall’; but when they learned I was a 
Republican, they started to list it as ‘exploratory’ sur
gery, so I had to set them straight on that! Anyway, I’m 
recovering and I feel pretty good, but it’s a slow process 
and nothing you do for the fun of it!” In better news, 
he and Sally spent a month in Puerto Rico, combined 
with a couple of Caribbean cruises, ‘And last summer, 
we enjoyed a riverboat cruise on the Rhone, followed 
by a drive through northern Italy (I’m DONE driv
ing in Italy!) and Switzerland. So far no more plans for 
traveling this year, as I wanted to get past the surgery 
first.” Glad recovery is going well—as he says, aging 
isn’t fun, but it sure beats the alternative! • Also in the 
health department, a sort of freak incident on a plane 
left Bill Kieffer in a cervical collar for four months. 
He writes, “After placing a small bag in the overhead, I 
closed it and thought it latched—alas, as I went to sit, 
the bin opened, dropping the bag down on my head. 
Ouch! I was unaware of the damage to me until three 
days later, in Mass General Hospital, while undergoing 
tests for the severe pain in my neck and head. Travels 
west are not permitted so we cannot escape to Palm 
Springs.” He regretted missing Bob Youngman’s 
memorial service in NYC, and he also sent news of a 
Boston Globe article about Mike Mone, who is fighting 
cancer. It was apparently misdiagnosed several years 
ago and is now very serious—somewhat ironic as Mike 
has been a medical malpractice attorney well versed 
in many aspects of medicine. We also remember dis
cussions of his extensive legal work on behalf of some 
Guantanamo Bay detainees. • Kit Telfair W right is 
keeping busy enough to forget that age is creeping up! 
She says, “I took a trip to Alaska last September, which 
began with a train ride to Denali, and then a cruise 
down the Inside Passage, a wonderful trip that had 
been in my sights for quite a while. In February I met 
my Vermont daughter, Beth, and her family in Oahu 
and spent a week with them in a beach house and visit
ing Honolulu. When they returned to Vermont, I flew 
to Maui to visit Linda Berry for a few days. Although 
Austin is not really cold in the winter, Hawaii and the 
beaches have it beat by a lot." She also writes that 
she discovered and reconnected with Judy Bosworth 
Roësset ’62, who has lived in Austin for some years. She 
attends the local YMCA four days a week and says one 
whole day a week is taken up with a volunteer job at the 
local food pantry. “I’ve been doing this for more than

five years, and the job and our clientele have grown 
considerably. It’s amazing that somehow we always 
seem to have enough food to go around. Austin is a very 
busy place, hot in the summer, but lots to do if anyone 
wants to visit.” • John Vecchiolla says, “Nothing to 
report other than I am now a regular member of the 
Greenwich (Conn.) Planning and Zoning Board of 
Appeals.” • Molly Buffum Turlish sent an interesting 
note about a Middlebury forum she and husband Lew 
attended: “The Class of 1964 was well represented on 
campus March 21, when the inaugural event of a series 
called ‘Critical Conversations’ featured excerpts from 
the Ken Burns and Lynn Novick film The Vietnam War. 
Clips from the lO-part documentary were followed 
by a panel with the filmmakers and Mike Heaney, 
whose wartime experiences and reflections figured 
prominently from the first episode to the last. Also at
tending from our class were Perry and Susie Easton 
Hanson, Pam Nottage Mueller (and husband Bill 
’65), and Keith Van Winkle. Quite a few members of 
classes who came before and after us also participated. 
Completing the ’64 connection, the event was funded 
in part by the Robert P. Youngmen ’64 Roundtable 
Fund. The evening was moving and inspiring, and 
current Midd students asked excellent questions.” • 
Correspondent Bob Baskin reports: I know at our age 
some of us don’t like to think about planning too far 
in the future. Nevertheless, it’s almost that time again. 
You know, that event that happens every five years. 
Surely you remember? Okay, I’ll help—it’s the Class of 
’64 REUNION that will take place in June 2019. Really, 
it’s not that far in the future. I’ve been to most of our 
Reunions and it’s always fascinating to me that even af
ter such a long separation, the relating of memories at 
Middlebury such as the mudslide, skiing, the parties, 
and dorm life stories seem like it was just last week, 
not almost 55 years ago. If you haven’t been back or fol
lowed what’s been happening at Midd, you’ll be blown 
away by the facilities, the students, the food, and, most 
of all, the opportunities that Midd Kids are given. 
You’ll be able to spend more time with some friends 
with whom you’ve stayed in touch over the years. 
You’ll also find classmates whom you have not seen or 
spoken to since graduation and get caught up on how 
life has treated everyone. And, guess what, you’ll find 
some new friends whom you didn’t even know were in 
your class. Who knew? The message, then, is whether 
you’ve followed Middlebury over the years or not, the 
College is an unbelievable place that has affected the 
lives of thousands of students. It’s a place deserving of 
support and each of us who are part of the Middlebury 
story deserve to see it for ourselves and to visit with 
our classmates by returning for the Reunion. It’s not 
too late to start planning. Hope to see you there. 
—Class Correspondents: Bob Baskin (robertbaskin® 
msn.com), 44 Otter Trail, Westport, CT06880; Dori Ells 
Jurgenson (dorothea.jurgenson@uni.edu), 106 Orchard 
Circle, Denver, lA 40622.
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O  The marriage of Kate Remington '10 and Luke Cunningham ’ll took place on July 1. 2017, in Madison, Wis. Many 
Midd friends and family members helped the couple celebrate: Emma Gardner '10, Sam Maytag Armstrong 'lO, Maeve 
McGilloway 10, Abby Hoeschler Delaney ’10, Kelly McCool ’10, Anna Rosenblatt ’10, Emma Johnson ’10, Molly Elmer- 
DeWitt 10. the newlyweds, Wendell Fleming ’78 , Helen Cooke Pyne 78 , Laura Kirk ’8 0 , Liana Sideli 0 8 , Luke Rahlson 11, 
Joe Golting 02. Darren Scheufele ’11. Katie Hubbard 10, (second row) Meredith Stone ’10, Sarah Bryan Hallett ’10. Joe Fiori 
11. David Hild ’ll, Patrick Cob Burton ’10, Patrick Cunningham 0 8 , RD Jenkinson '10, Bruce Hallett 10, Caleb Cunningham 
14. and Connor Green ’ll, © O n  July 8, 2017. Hallie Fox 09  and Brendan Campbell 09  were married at the Basin 
Harbor Club in Vergennes, Vt. Many Middlebury friends were on hand to celebrate with the couple: (all 0 9  unless noted) 
Matt Leonard, the newlyweds, (second row) Katie Glass Shah. Abby Blum 0 8 , Eva Nixon. Allie Shanholt, Justin Ouyang. 
Emily Asher, Leah Skahen Casnocha, Maddie Kahn ’ll, Sasha Garfield. Monica Ralston, Catherine Timmons McKenzie 
with Lucy, (third row) Jamie Wheeler, James Giampietro, Greg McDermott. Eamon Duffy, Hank Rosen. Mike Waters ’10, 
Kath Lehman. Caitlin Pentifallo Gadd. Corey Moffat. Jack Wambach, Ramona Richards, Peter Murphy, Bill Zrike, Louisa 
Michl. Drew Petzing. (fourth row) Jamie Staples 07, Alex Gart, Eric Hoest 0 8 . Brennan Long, Caroline Woodworth, Kevin 
O Rourke, Timmy Edwards, and Emerson Tuttle.

jack  .W fn.

'“■=1 I '

Q  Friends from the Class of 1973 met up in Wyoming for last summer’s solar eclipse: Peter Goodwin, Lance Collister, and Sage 
Russell. O  In San Miguel de Allende, Mexico, Marco Casas 07 married Arielle Amsalem on August 12, 2017, in a ceremony 
officiated by Nikitas Stamatopouios 07. Midd friends celebrated with the couple (in front with Campesino and Fitemon, the 
donkey): (all 07  unless noted) Sam Jesse, Simran McKenna. Jamie Henn, (back row) Patrick Leibach 0 6 , Clark Peterson 
0 6 , Jay Yonamine, and Nikitas. Q  Classmates from the Class of 1991 met up when they were dropping off their first-year 
students: Lynn fHolley Krugman. Scott Krugman. Daniel Krugman '21. Jillian Lessing '21. and Grace Garcia Lessing.

Spring put us in mind of turning outward, 
m and this past spring brought out the birders

J  and flower people: we have flower growers 
(plumerias!), flower arrangers (anniversary and birth
day bouquets), flower photographers (many of us!), 
flower painters, and lovers of vast fields of wild flowers, 
as well as watchers of birds swooping, perching, sing
ing, feeding nestlings. Join our class Facebook page to 
see these photos. • Politics have also brought us out 
in force. Indefatigable pavement pounders include 
Joel Gormley in Texas, and Anne Knowlton Farrell 
in Colorado. • Also in Colorado, Sally Brinkmann 
Blaser checked in. She is semiretired but is still serving 
as a Spanish translator for the Boulder 'Valley School 
District, and she has acquired a camper van to get her 
out more frequently into the mountains and parks up 
and down the Rockies. She still pursues all her out
door passions of hiking, kayaking, skiing, and camping, 
which includes time spent in San Jose with her daugh
ter and family. Because her daughter married a Cuban, 
and because Sally is fluent in Spanish, the family speaks 
only Spanish when she visits with her grandchildren, 
who are bilingual. • Nancy French Dodge died in 
January after a period of declining health and battling 
cancer. She attended Middlebury but transferred to 
UNH, where she got her BA and later an MA in English. 
She worked in libraries after earning an MLS but in the 
late 197OS, she became fascinated with genealogy, and 
research led her to northern New Hampshire and the 
Northeast Kingdom of Vermont, where eight genera
tions of her family had lived. She transcribed, mapped, 
and indexed the cemeteries in 15 towns and her work 
is compiled in three volumes. • Francis Love, Fred 
Stetson, “T ” Tall, Bill Mueller, and Marshall Eddy 
were guests of the College at a special dinner honoring 
film directors Ken Burns and Lynn Novick as well as 
Mike Heaney ’64 , whose platoon was featured during 
the documentary The Vietnam War. After dinner, there 
was a panel discussion open to the public about the 
film. Mike’s account of his experiences, during the dis
cussion, was riveting. He returned to Vietnam in 1968, 
where he met some of the Vietnamese veterans who’d 
fought against him • Check out a mini-reunion photo 
on page 67.
—Class Correspondents: R. W. “T” Tall Jr. (ahmiczp@ 
gmail.com), 204 Clark Rd., Cornwall, VToy/Ji; Polly 
Moore Walters (polly f̂rii.com), 100 GrandviewAve., Fort 
Collins, CO 8o$2 i .

TiffanyStoweattheCollege.whokeepsin 
Ê Ê touch with Jack and Judy Stern M ettee,

\ , J  let us know that Judy died in early March. 
Some of you may have spent time with Jack and Judy at 
our 50th Reunion. Because Judy’s Dover, N.H., obitu
ary was brief, Prue reached out to several people who 
knew Judy well at Middlebury. Gail Howrigan sent 
us her remembrances: “I remember Judy entertain
ing us with her description of her and the late David
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Rothschild’s initial voyage together from St. Louis to 
Middlebury. In the early ’60s, I imagine there were not 
many residents of the Gateway to the West who opted 
for a college in rural Vermont. Their parents ruled out 
driving halfway across the country to deliver them and 
their belongings to campus. Instead, they flew, circu
itously, to Albany (I think), then made their way, even 
more circuitously, and while each wrestling two large 
suitcases, from Albany to Rutland by bus, and then, af
ter cooling their heels in Rutland a good while, on up 
Route 7 via Vermont Transit to Midd where, to their 
amazement, there was not a taxi to be found for the last 
stretch! Friends were drawn to Judy’s sharp mind, her 
openness to others, and her evident and dry sense of 
humor, on display so often in late-night sessions in our 
dorms. She took her academic life seriously but was al
ways ready for fun. I particularly remember impromp
tu picnics instigated by Judy at the first hint of spring. 
Several of us would scrounge together the makings of a 
meal and gather somewhere along the banks of Otter 
Creek to enjoy the chilly sunshine and good company, 
despite the fact that chunks of ice still adhered to rocks 
along the bank.” • From Germany Steve Perry reports 
that a lot has happened since our Reunion. “To begin 
with, in 2016 I got married for the third time, this 
time to a German medical doctor named Regine. As 
a Canadian friend said after meeting her, ‘She’s sharp! 
You got the right one this time.’ I think so, too.” The 
bilingual wedding itself was one big musical event. His 
best man and emcee for the reception was a British 
friend with whom Steve organizes Folk Club Bonn. 
Steve is still active in the Rock ’n’ Rollator Show (now 
in its seventh year), a sing-and-dance stage show that 
makes fun of getting old. This group of oldsters was 
only one of more than a dozen that sang and played on 
Steve and Regine’s wedding day and far into the night. 
Marriage has brought further adventures. Regine has 
two grown kids, both of whom also got married in
2016. The son already had a son (born in 2016) at the 
time of their wedding. A year later Regine’s daughter 
as well as the son and wife added further grandchildren 
to the collection. “For someone who never had any 
children of his own,” Steve notes, “being a granddad 
three times over and learning to build Lego castles at 73 
is kind of fun. And all the grandkids love music, which 
we play and sing for them (and also for Folk Club) in 
English, German, and Welsh.” Steve and Regine took a 
road-trip honeymoon to Alberta and British Columbia 
right after our 2016 reunion and a year later took a 
sailing tour along the west (whisky) coast of Scotland. 
This year, Steve expects his book, Evolution of Animal 
Respiration, to be published, and the Rock ’n’ Rollator 
Show has been invited to be the entertainment at 
Europa Cantat, the biggest European choral festival, 
in Tallinn, Estonia. Closer to his home, Steve conducts 
weekly conversation evenings for people who want to 
improve their English. He is also keeping busy trans
lating a 700-page zoology textbook from German into

English. “To sum up,” Steve says, “never a dull moment! 
If anyone plans to visit Germany, please get in touch. 
We would love to see you!” • Speaking of weddings, 
Fay Hauberg Page marked a significant wedding an
niversary: “Last year was one of milestones for me and 
Nat. On June 17, 2017, we celebrated our 50th wedding 
anniversary on the actual day in 1967 that we married 
here on Bainbridge Island, Wash. We held a big party 
of 72 friends and family at the Sunset Club, Seattle’s 
beautiful women’s club with its own ballroom. The 
theme was ‘golden,’ natch!” Fay and Nat’s grandchil
dren are now eight and five and at the same school on 
Bainbridge Island. They flew south to the Pages’ home 
in La Quinta, Calif, for Thanksgiving. Fay and Nat 
also hosted two Marines from the Twenty-Nine Palms 
Marine base nearby, through a community program. 
The young men were training in communications. Fay 
reports, “Nat has retired but moved his office to the 
new one on Bainbridge, so we no longer have the of
fice in Seattle. Our mailing address is now 2080 Beans 
Bight NE, BI, WA 98110. Along with a major Blodget/ 
Page reunion in Maine last August, Nat and I also went 
to a Denkmann/Hauberg family reunion in Park City, 
Utah, in July W hat a fun place to have a reunion! This 
family on my dad’s side always divides into teams and 
has a day of games. Family members come from all 
over the country. I’m also the family genealogist and 
am working with a professional to organize all the pho
tos and paperwork! Whew for flash drives!” Fay also 
sent us photos of the fabulous quilt she made, which 
will certainly be a family heirloom. Please see the pho
tos on our class Facebook page. • Judy Nothnagle 
Reynolds shares some reminiscences of our 50th 
Reunion in 2016. She recalled some conversations 
with Prue and her husband. Dale, and remarked about 
how she also listens to music as a positive pastime. 
She prizes a 1930s baby grand Steinway that was her 
grandmother’s and talked about having it tuned. Judy 
also noted that a young woman she knows had received 
early acceptance to Middlebury for fall of 2018, having 
been recruited for field hockey—a young person on the 
“brink of life,” as Judy so accurately put it. • Prue re
ports that she attended a Middlebury alumni event in 
Ann Arbor, Mich., in late 2017. As a reflection of the 
increasing number of Midd alums in the Midwest, over 
30 Midd grads joined for the casual evening in town. 
It used to be a rare event to find people in Ann Arbor 
who knew of Middlebury (“Oh, isn’t that a girls’ school 
in Connecticut?”), but now Middlebury has become 
more familiar, despite the dominating shadow of the 
Univ. of Michigan. She attributes the uptick in the local 
Midd presence to a Google office and a higher number 
of Midd alums enrolled in graduate programs at Univ. 
of Michigan.
—Class Correspondents: Prue Frey Heikkinen (pheikkinen® 
att.net), 1914 Wayne St., Ann Arbor, MI 48104: Francine 
Clark Page (fpage2@myfairp0int.net), 19 Brigham HillLn., 
Essex Junction, VT o$4̂ 2.

^  Once again this winter the Women of 
#  /  ’67 organized a downhill ski gathering at

/  Sugarbush featuring lessons, free skiing, 
delicious food, and endless talking and laughing. This 
year our ski conditions at the end of February were 
“pseudo-spring” (with a warm spell the five days before 
we met together) but all turned out fine: good snow 
to ski on, warm temps during the days to better stand 
and listen to our instructors, and easy storytelling on 
the lifts. Nine women from our class joined in the fun: 
Patty Ramsey, Margot Childs Cheel, Carol CoUin 
Little, Barbara McEvoy Sepe Bentley, Karen 
Unsworth, Linda Morse, Freddy Mahlmann, Susie 
Davis Patterson, and Helen M artin W hyte. We split 
into two groups for our lessons, but mixed it up skiing 
together otherwise. We ran into two Midd ’68 friends 
in the lodge—Nancy Cahill Mercer and Susan Hastings 
Chandler—and Nancy was able to join our wine fest 
after skiing one afternoon. No question that our ski 
skills are improving—never too late—and we hope to 
repeat this gathering next year, so please contact one 
of us to get on the list of potential attendees. Other 
classmates often ski together as well, so send us your 
stories, and invite us to join you at times. Most of us are 
much freer to travel nowadays so anyone who would 
like to organize a ski group trip outside of Vermont 
or even the U.S., give us a try. How about some men/ 
women groups? We promise not to show you men up 
too badly • Jon  and Jana Mara Coffin report, “We 
were honored to attend Ken Burns’s appearance at the 
College to talk about his documentary on the Vietnam 
War. Sitting at dinner with others from our era—both 
veterans and those who just survived the time—was 
moving. This was a good follow-up to the time we took 
together at our 50th to speak about what our experi
ence was at that point in our lives. Everyone has a story 
about living through those memorable years, and we 
are fortunate to increasingly get opportunities to hear 
these stories.”
—Class Correspondents: Peter Kovner (pkovner@gmail. 
com), 12 Independence Ave., Lexington, MA 02421; Susan 
Davis Patterson (spatters@uvm.edu), 345 S. Prospect St., 
Unit 24, Burlington, VT0̂ 401.

^  By now, many of us have returned from
Ê our 50th reunion. It still seems a sur-

prise to find we have reached this mile
stone. However, before the Reunion, 21 Middlebury 
classmates, spouses, and Midd staff members gath
ered at the home of David ’66 and Nancy Brooks 
Richardson in Hingham, Mass., on Sunday, March 25, 
to get revved up for the 50th Reunion. Nancy says, “We 
enjoyed sharing lunch and conversation for a collegial 
get-together. Of course, it was snowing out—this was 
March in New England after all, where we had four 
major nor’easters that month! In attendance were 
Lyn DeGraff and Tiffany Stowe from the College. 
They’re our Middlebury Reunion liaisons. Also at-
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tending were Sally Danz SibuUdn, Steve Limon, 
Jim  Barnes, Becky Fitts Rylander, Diane and Pete 
Jurm ain, Linda Burley, Nordis Glasoe, Lindsay 
Patterson Allison, Marcia Lipsett Stein, Dick and 
Sheila Deming Brush, Glenn Curtiss and Brigitte 
Regnier, Donna and Bob Friedman, Glen Wehrwein, 
and Biimie AlacArthur. We renewed old friend
ships and chatted with classmates we have never re
ally known very well,” • We received this update from 
John  M orton, who wanted to pass along a surprising 
and happy encounter he had recently “After represent
ing the U.S. at the ’72 and ’76 Winter Olympics on the 
biathlon team, I have remained involved in one capac
ity or another, I was team leader for the U,S, biathletes 
at the Calgary Games in ’88, the Albertville Games in 
’92 and LUlehammer in ’94, At a pre-Olympic orienta
tion in Norway held in October ’93 for the various team 
leaders, I was pleased to reconnect with our classmate 
Ron DeGregorio, who was serving as team leader for 
USA Hockey We hadn’t seen each other since gradu
ation in 1968! For the past three Winter Olympics, 
my wife and I have gone primarily as spectators, and 
have greatly enjoyed the gradually improving results 
of America’s biathletes and cross-country skiers. In 
PyeongChang, we saw the U,S, men’s hockey team (mi
nus any NHL players) defeat the Slovakian team. As 
the throng poured out of the arena, I noticed a familiar 
face and yelled out, “Hey Digger!” Ron is still part of 
the leadership of the successful USA Hockey organi
zation, It was a real treat to reconnect with him after 
24 years at yet another Winter Olympics, I imagine he 
takes justifiable pride in the USA women’s gold medal 
performance,” Unfortunately, Ron wasn’t able to at
tend our 50th Reunion due to a conflict with an impor
tant USA Hockey national meeting, • Peter Knobler 
reports that he is working with former LAPD and 
NYPD Commissioner Bill Bratton on a book about 
the 50-year arc of policing in America, scheduled for 
publication in 2019, • Finally, we have the sad news of 
the death of Michael Kenny Donovan, who passed 
away January 17 at his home. We remember Kenny as 
a star of Middlebur/s hockey team, sharing the line 
with Jere  Smith and Stu Dunn. • As we (Betty and 
Ben) retire from our positions as class correspondents, 
we want to acknowledge what a privilege and honor it 
has been to be in touch with all of you over the years. 
For future publications, you can send your news to 
Gail Hyde (glhsrs@rit,edu) and Tobi Gray W atson 
(watson.tobi@gmail.com), who are taking over as the 
correspondents. Or send your news to us and we will 
forward it for you. All the best, Ben and Betty.
—Class Correspondents: Ben Gregg (bcgregg46@aol.com), 
4708 Shotley Way, Williamsburg VA 24188; Betty Austin 
Henderson (joyhumbird@aol.com), yyij Club View Ct., 
Kerrville. TX78028.

R E U N IO N  C LA SS In anticipation 
m B of our 50th, Anne and I (Peter) have re-

ceived such a great response to our news 
request that we’ve exceeded our word limit for this 
column. We hope the full submissions will be posted in 
’69’s non-Facebook class site administered by Elinor 
Livingston Redmond: www.middleburycollege69. 
com/class. Ten of us recently met on a conference call 
to start planning for Reunion. Anyone interested in 
joining the creation, let us know. • From west of Seattle, 
Howie Richmond writes, “Now retired from law. I ’m 
still working seven days per week raising cows and hay I 
do this for about eight weeks, head to Mexico for R&R, 
and then repeat the cycle. It was a bad ski season, so I 
didn’t make it up very much. Just when we would get a 
good snow pack, it would start raining, filUng the river 
and flooding my fields.” • Seth Pincus has been back in 
Bozeman, Mont., about a year. “We kept our old house, 
so it was coming home. New Orleans was exciting and 
fun, but it never felt Uke home. I now work at MSU—I 
teach medical students and have two N IH  grants. I 
have zero admin duties so it’s like semi-retirement. 
Clara (Johnson) ’71 and I ski at Bridger Bowl, doing 
cross-country on weekends.” • Tom Harrington re
tired at 55. “Since then, I have enjoyed life traveling, 
helping family and friends with their businesses, taking 
care of grandchildren, staying fit, reading, and writing. 
Writing has kept the wheels turning and been an inter
esting experience. I have published six trash novels— 
best-kept secrets in literature—and have three more 
roughed out. Having been a director of a large global 
corporation, I traveled and met political leaders, roy
alty, sports stars, and celebrities, all of which have pro
vided grist for the lies that make up fiction. Although a 
trip to Vermont might be nice, I loathe the indignities 
of U.S. airports.” • In 2015 Sam Porter retired from 
teaching English in Oaxaca and joined his Mexican 
husband, who was doing a master’s degree in enology. 
They are now in New Bedford, Mass. • Alison “Sunny” 
Symroski Weir sent an update on her life: “I served in 
the Peace Corps in Afghanistan; went to San Francisco 
to start a counterculture magazine; raised three won
derful children while doing some freelance journalism 
and photography; went to Gaza and the West Bank in 
early 2001 as a freelance reporter; founded a nonprofit 
called If Americans Knew to tell people about Israel- 
Palestine; and wrote a book called Against Our Better 
Judgment. Because of this work, I am periodically de
famed as conununist or right-wing or anti-Semitic, etc. 
FYI, none are true.” • Susie Shattuck T ruitt has been 
teaching at Towson Univ. in Baltimore since ’95. Son 
Andrew (42) and his family live in Denver, where he is 
a consultant in the solar industry. Daughter Emily (42) 
and her family live on a farm west of Lake Champlain, 
three miles from Canada. • Eric Winslow writes, “The 
march in Boston against guns, which my wife attended, 
brought back memories of the Boston Moratorium 
against the War in October ’69 that Lee Lamprecht

and I, and Pat W hitney Messier and a couple other 
Midd grads attended. I managed, after failing three 
draft physicals over three years, to get a 4F. The next 
several years, 1 traveled, waiting and tending bar, spent 
winters in Boston and Vermont working and skiing, 
and also in St. Anton, Austria, and Ireland. I settled in 
Wellfleet, Mass., and started building high-end homes, 
continuing up to my retirement last fall. I married 
Nancy in ’82. Our first son was born in ’83; a daughter 
and a son adopted from Honduras followed. Fifty years 
ago Lee, Burt Knapp, Sue Lidstone, and I drove a 
crammed VW  to Fort Lauderdale for spring break. I’m 
learning how to be retired, taking river cruises, playing 
golf, and sailing. Hoping Nancy will work a few more 
years to maintain my lifestyle.” • Dave Sayre has been 
remodeling their new house on Martha’s Vineyard 
while (is this a coincidence?) Sam Bacon is enjoy
ing semi-retirement on Martha’s Vineyard, where he 
works as a tutor and a tour guide in the season—wife 
Betsy works at a farmers’ market. They retreat south 
in the winter to the Keys. His daughter will finish up 
at Barnard after a couple of summer courses and then 
start a beginner career in public relations in NYC. 
Grandchildren (ages grow apace. • After work
ing 24/7 for 38 years as a minister, Steve Gray is loving 
every day of his seventh year of retirement, volunteer
ing on three boards, reading, exercising, gardening, and 
being exposed to his wife’s “wide world of quilting.” 
They enjoyed a visit from Lee Lam precht at their 
retirement home in Brunswick, Maine, last summer, 
and Steve stays in touch with John  M ertz and Susan 
Lidstone, hoping to see them at our 50th. After be
ing in Indianapolis for the last 12 years of work life, 
he appreciates being back where “Middlebury” is a 
known entity. Two years ago a high point of the year 
was Alumni College at Bread Loaf, which he highly rec
ommends! • K urt Heinzelman’s fifth book of poetry. 
Whatever Tou May Say, was published in August 2017. 
He also translated a book of poems by Jean Follain 
entitled Demarcations. He still teaches at the Univ. 
of Texas in Austin with his wife. Sue, director of the 
Center for Women’s and Gender Studies, and he’s an 
Honorary Professor at Swansea University (Wales). 
Their son, father of two with a lovely wife from New 
Orleans, is founder and CEO of a fuel-cell company 
(SafCell) in Pasadena, Calif, and their daughter, with 
a lovely husband from Australia, manages a household 
of three children in San Clemente, Calif, where she’s 
studying for a paralegal degree from Georgetown. • 
Since moving to Charlottesville, Va., in June 2017, Jim  
and Giimy H opper Hoverman have been getting to
gether with three classmates: Bev Thierweehter, and 
Dick and Karen Loesch W hitehill Ginny writes, “It 
has been a bonus for us to find Midd mates in Central 
Virginia. As longtime residents of the area, Bev, Karen, 
and Dick have helped us newbies find our way around.” 
• Dave Bahnson is enjoying retirement in Vermont af
ter 30-plus years as an orthopedic surgeon in Rutland
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G R A D U A T E  S C H O O L S

CHINESE SCHOOL

Well-known food writer Crystyl Mo ( ’98) was recently pro
filed in Chinadaily.com. Living in Shanghai, she is the acad
emy chair for the World’s 50 Best Restaurants for China and 
South Korea; the strategic advisor and equity partner at Bon 
App, a Shanghai start-up; and a certified life coach.

BREAD LOAF SCHOOL OF ENGLISH

Bob Murken (MA ’71) reports that at 83 he’s turned two 
new pages in his life: he has become an actor and a poet. 
He’s had juicy roles in over 40 plays, the latest of which was 
as a soloist and performer in a vaudeville show. About 20 of 
his poems have been published and this July he is the fea
tured guest reader for the Philadelphia Mad Poets Society’s 
“Poetry Alive and Aloud.” He traces his late-in-life transfor
mation to his summers at Bread Loaf, where he learned to 
wait on tables, do stage carpentry, and have fun with art. • 
As of July 1. Stephanie Smith Luebbers (MA ’90) became 
the new head of school at Stoneleigh-Burnham School, 
a girls’ independent school for grades 7-12 in Greenfield. 
Mass. She formerly was the head of the upper school at 
Cincinnati Country Day School. • The Board of Trustees of 
St. Johnsbury (Vt.) Academy recently elected Erin Mayo 
(MA ’OO) as a new board member. She is the head of school 
at Fryeburg (Maine) Academy. Earlier in her career, she 
spent several years working at St. Johnsbury Academy. • 
Aimee Bahng (MA ’0l) recently published Migrant Futures: 
Decolonizing Speculation in Financial Times with Duke Univ. 
Press, a book that takes a comparative ethnic approach to 
Asian American literature and culture through the genre of 
speculative fiction. She is assistant professor of gender and 
women’s studies at Pomona College. • Since March 1. Jean 
Amodeo (MA ’03) has been the new principal at the Emily 
Howland Elementary School in Aurora, N.Y. Previously she 
taught English at Ithaca (N.Y.) High School. • Rebecca 
Makkai (MA 04) has published The Great Believers with 
Viking Press. She is also the author of The Borrower, The 
Hundred-Year House, and Music for Wartime. * Nathan 
Burroughs (MA *05) is a managing director at Taurus 
Advisory Group, a start-up energy consultant that recently 
launched its operations. He previously served as director of 
compliance and public projects for a retail energy broker. 
• In February, Signum Univ. released The Inklings and King 

Arthur, a book edited by Sorina Kulberg Higgins (MA 07). 

the chair of the language and literature dept. She is also a 
PhD candidate, teacher of record, and Presidential Scholar 
at Baylor Univ. • Kevin Weatherill (MA ’12) began a new 
job as head of the upper school at Spartanburg (S.C.) Day 
School on July 1. Previously he was the head of the upper 
school at St. Martin's Episcopal School in Metairie, La. • In 
May. John David Bennett (MA ’16) gave the baccalaure
ate address at Mercersburg Academy’s commencement 
ceremonies. He Is the dean of curricular innovation and 
has taught English at Mercersburg since 2007. He and wife 
Denise have three children. • Joy Craun (MA ’17) recently 
published an article in Christianity Today called “We Need 
to Read Stories of People Who Were Enslaved: Six reasons 
why listening to these voices is worth your time."

BETTY ASHBURY JONES MA 86 

SCHOOL OF FRENCH

Nancy Wilkins Klein (M A  ’59) taught at Hobart and 

William Smith Colleges and at Cornell Univ. She authored 

three books on Madame de Villedieu, plus numerous articles 

on 17th-century French women writers. She also contributed 

the chapter on “Fables” to the Feminist Encyclopedia of 
French Literature. Before her teaching career, she served as 

an interpreter for the State Dept, at the 1958 World’s Fair in 

Brussels, Belgium, and later worked at the United Nations. 

She and husband John have enjoyed traveling to France 

and renting boats on the canals. They retired to Fruit Cove. 

Fla. • Preservationist Cynthia Wildman Szunyog (M A  ’69) 

was profiled in Cleveland.com. Living in her family’s historic 

home in Medina Township, Ohio, she has been active in 

her community helping to preserve historic Medina. She 

taught French in the Lakewood schools until she retired in 

1994. • Sr. Jane Gerety (M A  ’72), who has served as the 

president o f Salve Regina Univ. in Newport, R.I., since 2009, 

recently announced that she will retire in June 2019. • The 

Northwest Progressive Institute recently announced that 

Major General Paul Eaton (ret.) (M A  ’81) was being hon

ored with the first 2018 Lynn Allen Award, given to those 

who have made extraordinary contributions to progressive 

politics and public policy. He is the managing director of 

the VetVoice Foundation, based in Portland, Ore. • City 

National Bank has appointed Jared Wolff (M A  ’92) as its 

executive VP, general counsel, and corporate secretary. He 

has extensive experience in the financial services industry. 

• On June 1. Elizabeth Osborne (M A  ’94) became the 

deputy director of the Armory Show in NYC. She over

sees the VIP Program, manages strategic partnerships, and 

strengthens the fair’s relationships with collectors, galleries, 

and institutions. She has served as executive director for the 

Centre Pompidou Foundation and in 2016 she was awarded 

the Chevalier de l’Ordre des Arts et des Lettres. • Lamonte 
Aidoo (05, Portuguese 06) recently published Slavery 
Unseen: Sex, Power, and Violence in Brazilian History with 

Duke Univ. Press. He is the Andrew W. Mellon Assistant 

Professor o f Romance Studies at Duke Univ. • Food and 

travel writer Ann Mah ( 08, Chinese ’95) has a new novel 

out from HarperCollins called The Lost Vintage. Set in a 

Burgundy vineyard, the book is about the lasting legacy of 

World War II in France. • Monique Charles (M A  ’16) con

tributed an article called “Three Women Making Changes 

in the Community and the World” in New York Carib News. 
She Is the assistant director o f the Garvey School. • In 

March Jori Jacobeit (M A  ’16) was awarded the Vermont 

Foreign Language Assoc. Distinguished Teacher Award. 

She has been teaching French at M t. Abraham Union High 

School in Bristol, Vt., for 11 years.

GERMAN SCHOOL

Carolyn “Biddy’’ Martin (MA ’74), president of Amherst 
College and former chancellor of the Univ. of Wisconsin- 
Madison, was recently elected as a new member of the 
Harvard Corporation.

MIDDLEBURY INSTITUTE OF INTERNATIONAL  

STUDIES AT MONTEREY

Dr. Lora Saalman (MAIPS ’04) joined the EastWest 
Institute in January as VP of its Asia-Pacific program, where 
she leads its strategic direction and continued facilitation of 
dialogues involving political, military, government, academ
ic. and business leaders addressing key issues in the region.
• Born in Port-au-Prince, Haiti, Wesley Laîné (MAIPS ’14) 

has spoken at the Clinton Global Initiative, delivered the 
graduation speech at the Sciences Po Law School in Paris, 
and appeared on the front page of the New York Times with 
his classmates when he participated in Harvard’s first com
mencement for black graduate students. A lawyer now with 
a top firm in Paris, he says that every action, degree, and 
career choice he takes is laying the groundwork for a politi
cal career in Haiti, where he wants to shepherd transforma
tive change for his impoverished home country. • Christina 
Irvine (MAIEM ’15) was recently appointed director of the 
Community College of Denver’s Intercultural Center. She 
accompanied students and faculty on the first study abroad 
trip to Cuba in May and will make an inaugural recruiting 
trip to Japan this fall. She says she uses knowledge and ex
perience gained from Institute courses and seminars every 
day. • The poisoning of former Russian spy Sergei Skripal 
and daughter Yulia in England underscores the timeliness 
of a new book on Russia’s biological and chemical weap
ons coauthored by Prof. Raymond Zilinskas and Philippe 
Mauger (MANPTS ’15). Titled Biosecurity in Putin’s Russia. 
the book is a result of a collaboration that began in 2015, 

when Mauger was a student in the Nonproliferation and 
Terrorism Studies Program, and the authors had found and 
analyzed hundreds of documents, interviews, and images 
that convinced them Russia was spending billions of rubles 
to develop weapons based on “new physical principles, in
cluding genetics."

KATHRYN WASSERMAN DAVIS 

SCHOOL OF RUSSIAN

In the spring Timothy Sergay (MA ’87), professor at SUNY 
Albany, gave a talk called “Russian and Soviet Film Music: 
A Tuneful Survey ” at Edith Wharton's home, The Mount, 
in Lenox, Mass. He presented an overview of Russian and 
Soviet film music and concluded with a review of the con
ventions of Hollywood’s musical representation of Russia 
and the world beyond the Iron Curtain.

SPANISH SCHOOL

Nora Bazaldua (MA ’92) was recently elected to the 2018 

YWCA Greater Austin (Texas) board of directors as a 
member-at-large. She serves as the channel business opera
tions director at Dell Technologies and has extensive cor
porate experience in the Latin America markets. • Kathryn 
Maloney Vahey (MA ’93). an assistant public defender with 
the Cook County Public Defender’s Office, is running as a 
Democratic candidate for the Cook County Circuit Court 
in Illinois.
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and in Pittsburgh, in part as team physician for the 
Pittsburgh Penquins. As a 30-year owner of a Cessna 
206, he’s now pursuing his aviation hobby: instruct
ing in airplanes and gliders, teaching at Vermont 
Tech, towing gliders at Sugarbush, doing sightsee
ing rides in a float plane, and flying the Cessna from 
Vermont to Alaska on a trip with his wife, Linda, with 
a motorcycle along for ground travel! ■ Lynn Bayliss 
Daugherty Michelsohn and her husband are near
ing their loth year of retirement and are loving every 
minute of it. They avoid snow by spending winters in 
Florida and summers in Santa Fe, when not traveling in 
Europe. They just published the second book in their 
Baby Boomers Retirement Travel Series, called Lynch 
the Swan—A Lighthearted Travel Memoir, about their 
most recent summer in Eastern Europe, England, and 
Ireland. • AHson and Peter Reynolds spent October 
and November doing 9,000 km of car camping in New 
Zealand. • Deb Burgstaller H unt lives with husband 
Jim in northern Vermont. They tend to their land, gar
dens, and animals, work on community projects, and 
lose track of too many old friends. • Don’t let us lose 
track of you! Send in your news directly to us, post on 
Facebook in our group (if you haven’t deleted your ac
count!), or to the class website cited above.
—Class Correspondents: Anne Harris Onion (aoniom-j® 
gmail.com), PO Box 20t, Gilmanton, NH 03237; Peter 
Reynolds (preyn@gmavt.net), 493 Stillmeadow Ln., 
Addison, VT 05491.

Jeff Sturges had a couple of fun news 

/I I to report: “First, the Midd ski pa- 
/  trol reunion was March 10 and ii. This

was the biggest yet with well over 100 attendees. Class 
of ’70 was represented by Jim  Hand, Rob Apple, 
and myself BTW, Jim’s wife, Marilyn (Frison) ’73, and 
daughter, Liz (Mackey) ’09, also former Midd patrol 
persons, were there as well. Second, RESOLUTE just 
built and shipped another new racing shell for Midd.” • 
Tena Rodgers Boehm reports: “I had a great visit with 
Chuck ’71 and Gloria M iglietta Ambler in El Paso, 
Texas, in March. My stay with Gloria was reminiscent 
of visits to her parents’ home during Middlebury days 
when I wasn’t allowed to lift a finger to help but was re
quired to eat homemade delicacies. My only slight par
ticipation was in pretending to help cut raviolis. Gloria 
and Chuck are doing great and El Paso is lucky to have 
them because they are dedicated activists in the best 
sense of the word. They also are loving their role as 
grandparents now to a little boy and baby girl. They 
have wonderful gatherings with their whole family, like 
in Italy and Sonoma. I was on my way to San Diego 
when I detoured to El Paso. From San Diego I took 
a cruise around Mexico and Central America through 
the Panama Canal—a fascinating adventure. Then 
I stayed in a lovely spot on the west coast of Florida 
called Boca Grande till 1 went back to my Veto Beach 
home, which I had rented out for the month of March.

I was sorry to be on the cruise when the teens march 
occurred in Washington because I would have loved 
to have taken my three Florida teenage grandsons to 
it. Another time. Very inspiring to see these kids take 
a stand.” She was heading back to the cool mountains 
of North Carolina in May. • We received this update 
from Jack Rudnick: “I have my second family heading 
off to college now. My older sons both did Midd but 
not this current batch. Its okay ’cause both my sisters 
went, and my two sons, and a brother-in-law There are 
some grandchildren coming so who knows? I am teach
ing full time at the College of Law at Syracuse Univ 
now and love the students but not inappropriately of 
course. I think I’m in the only law school program that 
employs engineers as adjunct faculty and the students 
love it. We do Innovation Law so it’s commercializing 
technology. It seems everybody is retired but I don’t 
think I’ll be doing that ’cause then what do you do? 
The word hobby is an old word—it’s now about passion 
and that’s what I’m doing. I ’m passionate about teach
ing my law students and I think they like it as much as I 
do, but not inappropriately” • Ashley Cadwell writes, 
“Five years ago we moved back to Midd from 20 years 
in St. Louis, where I was head of an independent early 
childhood and elementary school and Louise (Boyd) ’71 
was curriculum director in another. Louise and I start
ed an education consulting business 10 years ago, the 
Cadwell Collaborative. We work around the U.S. with 
faculties to develop inquiry-based meaningful project 
work for early childhood through middle school. I also 
consult with schools on architectural design that sup
ports collaborative learning. When we’re not working 
(which is more of the time now, thankfully), we either 
travel or watch the grass grow at our Weybridge home. 
Love being back in Midd. We also have a little foothold 
in Boston, cross lots from our two grandchildren.” • 
May Coors reports: “The most interesting and scary (!) 
thing in my life right now is that our daughter, Anu, left 
for Wau, South Sudan, as a humanitarian aid worker. 
She’ll be interviewing people displaced by the civil war 
to determine the circumstances and conditions in the 
places they have had to flee to gain an undetstanding of 
what type of aid is needed.”
—Class Correspondents: Beth Prasse Seeley (beth@seeley. 
com); Nancy Crawford (ncrawford_sutcliffe@comcast.net).

Marian van Buren took a ttip to the Deep 
j  I  South: “Antarctica is astounding: it is the 

j  JL most breathtaking, majestic, and awe-in
spiring place I have ever been. Carved and fractured 
glaciers lined the horizon as far as we could see, groan
ing and grumbling in their alien tongue as the mas
sive rivers of ice shifted and settled. Our ship slipped 
through fields of icebergs carved into unimaginable 
shapes, some ethereal, some monumental, colors from 
pale Caribbean Sea green to brilliant cobalt to deep 
violet emanating from deep fissures in their walls. 
Whales, seals, and penguins by the thousands provided

regular entertainment when we’d have expeditions on 
shore. One minke whale was as curious about us as we 
were about him, and when he scratched his back along 
the side of my Zodiac, I almost took a completely in
voluntary polar plunge. We were also treated to an el
ephant seal opera as a herd of young males, hauled up 
on the shore to molt, tested their mettle in mock bat
tle, the air vibrating with their bellows. I could go on 
for pages. Beauty beyond imagining. Go! Experience 
the wonder for yourself” • Churchill Franklin heart
ily concurs. He and Janet (Halstead) ’72 sailed from 
Ushuaia, Argentina, on a similar journey a few days 
later on the 367-foot ship Explorer. “We traveled out 
through the Beagle Channel into the famously treach
erous Drake Passage. We had about 30-foot seas going 
over and about 50-foot seas coming back. Good drugs! 
Neither of us got sick. The ship has hydraulic stabiliz
ers in the bow, which helped. We reached the South 
Shetlands and headed down the peninsula, stopping in 
spots and traveling on shore by Zodiac. All of Marian’s 
descriptions are absolutely accurate. The scenery, wild- 
hfe, ice, whales, seals, penguins, birds, wildlife are all 
breathtaking. We watched a calving icebetg. We did 
the polar plunge into 28-degree water (saltwater, so 
still liquid). At one point, the ship pulled completely 
into a field of shelf ice, coming to a halt surrounded by 
a white flat ‘shelf’ of ice. We got out, walked around, 
set up a grill for sausages and hot dogs, a pile of cold 
beers on ice, seals scattered around the periphery. 
Pretty good!” • Carolyn KroU Reidy, president and 
CEO of Simon &c Schuster, was named 2017 Person 
of the Year by Publishers Weekly. The front-page article 
in the December issue cites Carolyn’s vision, enthusi
asm, and management skills in “steering the company 
through a Great Recession, publishing’s digital disrup
tion, and a slow-growth sales environment, all while 
keeping Simon & Schuster a commercial and critical 
success.” She was praised for her grasp of both the big 
picture and the critical details of publishing, and for 
her attention to corporate culture, using a team ap
proach that emphasizes the contributions of all em
ployees. Many of us recall Carolyn’s keynote address 
at our 2016 Reunion, where, with humor and insight, 
she reassured us that books weren’t going away any 
time soon, though they might reach their audience in 
new formats. Carolyn joined Simon & Schuster in 1992 
and came up through the publishing and management 
ranks. She was head of adult publishing in the fall of 
2007 when she was named to the top position by Leslie 
Moonves, chairman and CEO of parent company CBS 
Corp., who credited her with “managing the company 
beautifully through a truly transformative time within 
the industry.” Carolyn told us: “The PW Person of the 
Year award was very gratifying after 27 years at Simon 
& Schuster and 10 years as CEO, during a time of in
credible change in the publishing world. I moved into 
publishing from academia after giving up my childhood 
dream of being an English professor and have never
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regretted the change from studying writing to help
ing new works find their audience.” • Correspondent 
Rob W aters went to Montana in March on a news
gathering mission (oh, some skiing might also have 
happened) and had a good visit with Tom Giebink in 
Bozeman. Tom left Austin a few years ago for Big Sky 
country and is thriving. He made good use of his sea
son pass to Bridger Bowl, which had an epic snow year. 
And despite the years of deprivation in Texas, he still 
seems to know how to ski. He is settling into his new 
community and has a spacious studio, where he’s hard 
at work in a diverse array of media. He has an adjunct 
teaching gig lined up at Montana State Univ, and start
ing in late summer, will present an exhibition of some 
of his many art works at MSU’s Helen E. Copeland 
Gallery. The show runs from Aug. 3 to Sept. 23, focus
ing on his fantastically skewed furniture sculpture and 
interactive software installations along with past work 
in video, photography, paintings, and performance. • 
Speaking of Austin, that’s where WUl Aubrey has lived 
since he retired seven years ago after a career as a geolo
gist and educator: “I taught earth science to inner-city 
high school students in NYC for 14 years. Before that 
I worked as a USGS research geologist specializing in 
the Jurassic and Cretaceous history of the Colorado 
Plateau. I moved to Austin in 2011 mainly to be near my 
daughter and granddaughter. I ’m definitely enjoying a 
laid-back Austin lifestyle—although I cheat by spend
ing the hottest summer months in Maine. I love being 
able to ride my bike everywhere I go, especially after 
a lifetime of commuting. I recently took up rowing 
and joined the Texas Rowing Club. The renovation of 
my 1937 bungalow is an ongoing project.” • An update 
came from Julia Alvarez: “I’m still writing, working 
on a novel, and writing shorter pieces, essays, poems, 
stories. We moved to a new house on a subdivision 
of the same piece of property we lived on for over 25 
years. We’re not going far—can’t bear to leave Vermont, 
its beauty, our garden, the Green Mountains, but plan 
to stay put for the last hurrah. Meanwhile, hoping to 
travel and learn more about parts of the world we’ve 
never been to. Next fall, Vietnam. On my bucket list: 
Italy (never been!), Japan, and to England to see all 
those places I’ve read about.”Julia has been in the news 
recently for her contribution to a new book. I t  Occurs 

to M e T ha t I  A m  A m erica, a collection of stories and art 
from 30 contributors.
—Class Correspondents: G a il Cross G iebink (ggiebink®  

austin.utexas.edu); Carolyn Ungberg O liv ier  (carolyn. 

olivier@gmail.com); Rob Waters (robw atersjoi2 @gmail. 

com).

Mea culpa. I’m afraid I (Evey) fell down 
/  F  on the job of class correspondent this 

j  quarter. My excuse: just when class notes
were due, Tom and I were on the Big Island of Hawaii. 
A 6.5 magnitude earthquake hit, then Kilauea started 
leaking lava, and then there were some mini tsunamis.

O  President Patton escorts Dumont Rush '43 and Stuart Walker '43 into Convocation. Q  Alumni take part in the All- 

Class G olf Scramble on Saturday. Q  The 50th Reunion class arrives on campus on Thursday. Q  Alumni listen to Richard 

Saunders discuss the 1968 exhibit in the Museum of Art. Q  Mary Scanlan Parker '73, Skip Doming, and Margie Lyons 

Doming '73 get caught up.
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W H E R E ’ S G A M A L I E L ?

Reunion Weekend is always one of the most 
festive events on campus each year. Here, we 
offer our illustrative take on the occasion— 
with a challenge to locate some of our favorite 
Middlebury personalities from the past and 
present as well as a few familiar objects.

Can you find . . .

• Gamaliel Painter, sans cane
• Joseph Battell
• Alexander Twilight
• Robert Frost
• Martin Henry Freeman
• Mary Annette Anderson
• Painter’s cane
• The elusive Middlebury panther
• The just-as-elusive Golden Snitch
• Frisbee Dog (not dog playing Frisbee)

Extra credit

• Carillonneur George Matthew Jr.
• Hugh Marlow ’57 getting folks organized
• Moralist Will Kasso
• New York Times book critic Dwight Garner '88
• Karl Lindholm ’67 immersed in the Boston 

Globe
• Vendeia Vida ’93 reuniting with her mentor, 

Julia Alvarez ’74

Plus a handful of “Easter eggs” that we 
won’t even identify. Let us know if you think 
you ve spied one, and we ll tell you if you re right.
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That’s my excuse, and I ’m sticking to it. Otherwise 
dear classmates, please help Jennifer and me save face 
by sending us some news! • From Jennifer: Just a re
minder to all ’72 readers that we always welcome news 
from you. I haven’t done much reaching out lately, so 
I’m counting on you to contact me! In the meantime, 
I am keeping exceptionally busy working on a tooth 
anniversary book for the university I retired from. 
I ’ve disciplined myself to work only on THAT project 
Monday through Friday, as the manuscript must be 
complete by Christmas; weekends I can return to my 
own writing. The unfortunate result is that I am living 
like a hermit. Brighten my day—send me news! • Stop 
the presses! Just at the last moment. Bob Metzger 
came through for us! He reports that he remains ac
tive and recognized in cyber and supply-chain secu
rity In April, Bob spoke at two sessions at the RSA 
Conference 2018 (USA), considered the world’s pre
mier event for security professionals. One session con
cerned the federal interest in regulation of the Internet 
ofThings (loT). The other focused on how to reconcile 
benefits and risks of the loT for critical infrastructure. 
The international legal ratings authority, Chambers 
USA 2018, recently said that Bob “is particularly noted 
for his expertise in cyber and supply-chain security, 
with clients regarding him as the ‘preeminent expert in 
cybersecurity regulations and how they affect govern
ment contractors.’”

—Class Correspondents: Jennifer Hamlin Church 
(jhchurch@sienaheights.edu); Evey Zmudsky LaMont 
(eveylamont@primetimetransition.com).

The most popular major in our class was 
/  English, and the Class of ’73 has produced 

/  ^  J  some wonderful writers. We’re asking au
thors, poets, playwrights—in all genres and disciplines, 
published or unpublished—to pen a few words on their 
careers, practices, and works. We’ll share their stories 
in this magazine and in issues to come. Enjoy! • From 

Deborah Schneider Greenhut, these words: “I wrote 
my first poem at eight. My mother looked at it and told 
me that authors don’t make any money I was heart
broken. She was generally correct, but I wish I had 
followed my bliss earlier in life! From that encounter 
on, I wrote as much as I could. At Middlebury, I was 
an English major, which led to a PhD in English from 
Rutgers and many years as a writing teacher. From Bob 
Hill, I learned to purge the crap from my writing, and 
I also studied creative writing with Bob Pack and John 
Claggett, hoping to one day achieve success as a poet 
and fiction writer, but always deferring these dreams 
to work on other people’s writing. My bad. Too much 
‘let it go,’ to borrow a phrase from Frozen. At mid-life,
I moved into corporate training as a communication 
skills teacher, which also included computer software 
training. This proved to be a practical income maneu
ver, but allowed little time for my own writing because 
I was always traveling and always tired, and my family

was also very important to me. So little scraps of paper 
and hundreds of half-started Word files accumulated 
on my hard drives. Around my 50th birthday, I began 
to participate in more creative endeavors, attending 
the Bread Loaf Writers’ Conference as a contributor 
in poetry twice. I also began to write plays around the 
same time. Being able to produce them as a member 
of three playwrights’ collaboratives allowed for more 
immediate gratification than the slow pace of waiting 
for a poem to appear in a journal. I took master classes 
with many exceptional poets and playwrights during 
that time. For two years, I was an artist in residence 
at the MAKOR/gand Street Y, working on poetry and 
plays. These experiences led to some publications and 
productions that made me very happy. At this time, 
I’m looking back at a number of unpublished short 
stories as the core of a memoir. I’m working on it with 
a developmental editing group, ‘When Words Count,’ 
in Rochester, Vt., for the upcoming year, so I ’m com
ing ‘home to Vermont’ once again for what I hope this 
passion project will become. It’s interesting to me how 
often Vermont has been the steadying geography for 
what I do.” Deborah does not mention, but we will, 
that she received the 2017 Princemere Poetry Prize 
for her poem, “Poem with Parrots for My Dangerous 
Man.” Look for it on Facebook as well as some tips 
from Deborah on how to be a better writer! • Kathy 
Wonson Eddy shares: “I was unprepared for the 
sweetness of this chapter of life. I love having time to 
play with my granddaughters, unfettered by the buzz
ing inner list of things to do that I felt so often when 
I was a pastor. I’m learning from them about being 
deeply present, about the astonishing imaginative 
powers of very young children, about the joy of simply 
spending time together making art, talking and listen
ing, telling stories, cuddling, thinking up fun things to 
do. Play! W hat a new orientation this is for me when 
I have been so dutiful as a worker/doer most of my 
life. I love having time to savor the ravishing beauty 
around me. I am often pierced by gratitude and awe 
at the colors in the wide sky, the mist rising from the 
mountains in front of our house, the liquid sound of 
the hermit thrush in sun-dappled woods, the extrava
gant lushness of flowers, the dazzling flashes of light on 
water. Gazing at nature’s beauty centers me even more 
than earlier in my life. As Rachel Carson wrote, ‘Those 
who contemplate the beauty of the earth find reserves 
of strength that will endure as long as life lasts.’ And 
finally, I love having time for filling the wells of cre
ativity and music. Last year the Princeton University 
Chapel Choir commissioned an anthem from me that 
they premiered on tour in Portugal, and my husband 
Bob ’72 and I had the privilege of attending. I had 
started the text for that music on a week’s retreat at 
the Vermont Studio Center and then Bob, with whom 
I have collaborated on many creative projects dur
ing our 45 years together, contributed his inimitable 
zesty poetry.” (Look for the text to this anthem on our

Facebook page.) • Dave Maakestad, who has been 
writing songs for 47 years (he started at Middlebury), 
says: “Words and music are my work. I give credit to all 
my music partners for creating their own expressions 
against the fabric of my songs.” His lyrics, timely when 
he wrote them, seem timely now, too. Check out some 
of them, as well as a few videos, on our Facebook page. 
• And from Chris Robbins, this short update: “Peter 
Hamlin and I have been living in Middlebury for 13 
years, since Peter came back to teach in the Music 
Department. He is now on associate status (half time) 
and is teaching popular classes like electronic music 
and songwriting production. I am on several local com
mittees, including planning, infrastructure, and a wa
ter monitoring group. We’re enjoying Lake Champlain 
in summer and the mountains in winter, although the 
winter precipitation now is just as likely to be rain as 
snow. In 2016 we decided to experience the summer 
Language Schools by taking Spanish, and found out 
why it has its reputation for excellence. We followed 
that up by studying Spanish in Granada, Spain, this 
past winter term.” • In other, sadder, news we learned 
that Karin Awtrey Akerson passed away March 27. 
We extend our deepest sympathies to her family and 
friends and know she will be missed. • You’re reading 
this after our 45th Reunion, which will be summarized 
in the next issue. Meanwhile, check out a mini-reunion 
photo on page 74!

—Class Correspondents: Lisa Donati Mayer (ldmayer@aol 
com); Lindy OsterlandSargent (davelindysar^gmail.com).

^  Â R E U N IO N  C LA SS Steve Collier
j  tells us that he and Sandy Hylander

/  I Collier are happily embarked on the next 
phase of their lives. “There is no more law practice, al
though I do family law mediations for the courts sev
eral days a month. I dedicate most of my time to paint
ing—or perhaps I should say learning painting. I have a 
long way to go. Sandy meanwhile is working on an MFA 
in creative writing with the University of Southern 
Maine’s Stone Coast School. Happily, our son brought 
his family back to Maine from California a couple of 
years ago, so we get to see them, including our little 
three-year-old grandson, all the time.” • Bob H utton 
has been retired since 2009 as a teacher of K-12 music, 
German, chemistry and physics. He and wife Glenda 
continue to live in Hoonah, Alaska, an isolated town 
of less than 1,000 (mostly Alaska Native) population, 
located about 30 air miles west of the capital city of 
Juneau. He keeps himself entertained as a member of 
the local school board. Though Hoonah is accessible 
only by air or ferry, the town more than doubles in size 
in the summers because the building formerly housing 
a cannery has been turned into the cruise ship destina
tion Icy Strait Point. • Peter Colton tells us that he and 
his wife, Laura, were married in 1989 in Minneapolis, 
with Kate Peterson Burr and Dave M inot very 
kindly flying out for the wedding. Their three children
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all graduated from Mounds Park Academy, a relative 
newcomer to the Twin Cities private school scene. Son 
Andrew graduated from St. Olaf College in 2013, an 
economics major, playing soccer and rugby. He works 
for Wells Fargo in Minneapolis and manages and plays 
on one winter and two summer amateur soccer teams; 
he is always looking for a good goalie. Daughter Emily 
graduated from Middlebury in 2014, psychology ma
jor, French minor, summa cum laude. Phi Beta Kappa. 
She obtained her MA in psychology from the Univ. of 
Minnesota and works as a school counselor in the City 
of St. Paul Public Schools. And daughter Ellen is at 
Middlebury, Class of 2019. As an RA, she metaphori
cally had to rap the knuckles of some overly celebra
tory football players. She is a comparative literature 
(English and French) major and an irrepressible rugby 
player for Midd. Peter worked for many years as a 
trust and estates paralegal for three prominent Twin 
Cities law firms. He reveals that during that time he 
suffered from bouts of depression, saying, “I struggled 
for emotional stability and for a sense of calm and well
being, and 1 responded poorly to stressful situations. 
In March 2012, my doctors suggested that I not re
turn to work and, after consultation with my wife and 
family, we agreed. I have been much happier since. As 
for Midd, I remember barn parties, playing soccer on 
natural grass fields, intramural hockey, Bristol Falls, 
Tennyson, Yeats, Professors John Hunisak, Samuel 
Orth, and Russell Leng, and the feeling of having one 
more year of collegiate soccer left to play”
—Class Correspondents: Barry Schultz King (kinglet® 
together.net); Steve Trebino (stevetrebino@gmail.com).

^  W hat started with a casual comment from 
/  Mary Ann Gustafson King over how

/  J  much retired professor John Hunisak had 

influenced her love of art and her business presenta
tions grew into a Class of ’75 tour of Los Angeles’s 
Broad Museum lead by John on March 28. His art 
observations provided the magic behind the reunion. 
Four classmates (Susan Moore Harmon, Janet Fries 
Eckholm, Kathy Smith Ward, and Mary Ann) along 
with nine friends enjoyed the Broad followed by a 
lunch at Otium Restaurant. Mary Ann and husband 
Alex Rose underwrote this day as a salute to a trea
sured professor. (FYI: The Alumni Office has funds 
to connect a professor to alums and usually connects 
professors on faculty when they are attending confer
ences.) • Liza Townsend Mone ’08 sent the following 
note: “Stephen Townsend passed away suddenly on 
January 19. He loved his days at Middlebury and the 
lifelong friends made there. He returned to campus 
often with his wife. Deb, and daughters Alice and Liza. 
His family is grateful for all of the Middlebury alumni 
who sent condolences or attended his service, includ
ing Dick Gordon, Burley Dickerson, and Michael 
Cushm ait” • Most of us arc likely hitting 65/retirc- 
ment age. 1 (Nan) would like to reach out and ask not

O  In Redding, Conn., Jed McDonald '08 married Jane Shiverick on August 26, 2017, with a large gathering of Middlebury 
friends to celebrate with them: (all '08 unless noted) Richie Fuld '07, Alex Palmisano '07, Nina Daugherty, the newlyweds, 
Zeke Davisson, Kelly Brush Davisson, Alec Tarberry, (second row) Mark Spadaccini '06, Sam Driver, Dorie McCullough 
Lawson '90 , Mickey Gilchrist, Will Simpson 07, Ryan Keohane 07, Lauren Battaglia Keohane 06, Brett Shirreffs 07, 

Katherine Entwisle Palmisano, Rob MacIntyre, Nancy Norton Monahan (Summer Language School '76), Mike Walsh, 
Justin Gaines, Joe Swensson. and Ashwin Gargeya. Missing from photo: Marc Scheuer '04, Eric LaFreniere '07, and Artie 
Mittnacht. O  NIeira Lifson '07 married Kameron Decker Harris (UVM) on July 1, 2017, in Seattle. Wash. Middlebury 
friends who were in attendance (all '07 unless noted) included Lisa Gerstenberger Strauss with Bentley, Luke Strauss, Jen 
Williams, the bride, Caitlin Littlefield. Nicole Grohoski '05. Danielle Levine, Molly Bowman, (second row) the groom 
and Ross Lieblappen. O  goddesses from the Class of 1985 enjoyed a mini-reunion in New Hampshire: Toni Mauck 
Butterfield, Debbie Tripp Budden, Deb Payne Jewell, Jenny Karin Sidford. Laura Bull Bailey, and Nancy Urner-Berry.

O  Molly Peach ' ll married Matthew Mayhew on June 17, 2017, on his home island of Martha's Vineyard, Mass., with friends 
and family attending: Christine Peach Fletcher '77, Laura Fuller Peach '73, Morgan Peach '09, Angela Evancie '09, the 
newlyweds, Alison Thompson 'll. Elise Hanks ' ll, Brenna Paul ' ll. Stephen Peach '71, and Ian Peach '07. Q  Aly DeGraff 10 

married Vendol Ollivierre on August 12. 2017, at the Middlebury College Organic Garden. Friends helped them celebrate 
at a reception at Kirk Center: Catarina Campbell 'll. Lea Shulman 'll, Thea Morrison '10. (second row) Samar Ibrahim 'll. 
Alyssa Crogan '20. Lydia Mitchelson 'll. Annabelle Fowler '10, Caroline Towbin '10. the newlyweds, Kristen DeGraff '13, 

Rodrigo Dominguez-Villegas '09, Mohamed Hussein '17. (third row) Nate Rudd '13 and Ben Meader '10.
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only for “next stage” plans, but would also love to hear 
everyone’s thoughts. Are you excited? Exhausted? 
Ready? Let me know. Also, as of this issue, Kathy 
Smith Ward is stepping down as correspondent. Many 
thanks to her for all her help over the past few years! 
—Class Correspondent: Nan Rochelle McNicholas 
(hhmidd@yahoo.com).

Ellen Evans sent greetings from the 
j  ■  Pacific Northwest: “My husband, Sandy, 

/  and I left NYC for Seattle in the la te ’80s
and never looked back. Seattle has been good to us, 
even though it is regrettably far from Vermont. Our 
children grew up here and have now moved on to their 
own adventures. Professionally, I worked in institu
tional finance for many years—Wall Street and Pacific 
Northwest investment banking—and most recently as 
deputy treasurer for the state of Washington, respon
sible for financing the state’s capital projects. This 
was truly a challenging and fascinating opportunity to 
be part of the public process. While it was never easy 
balancing being in the markets and being mom, I have 
found this community to be generally supportive of 
the chaos of family hfe. A few months ago, I stepped 
away from finance and am now mapping out my next 
adventure. In the meantime. I’m learning to make su
perb camembert and am having a great deal of fun both 
in Seattle and in the San Juan Islands (which send an 
astonishing number of students to Middlebury). Please 
get in touch if you happen to be out this way” • Kate 
Troast, Cathy Buchanan ’77, Paula Daukas, and All 
Kahn met in NYC for a reunion. They also got togeth
er with G arrett Moran. Kate lives in Amherst, Mass., 
manages her husband’s neurology practice, pursues her 
passion for art, and recently had a one-person show of 
her portraits; Cathy lives in the Seattle area and cre
ates multimedia for Cortina Productions; Paula lives in 
Denver and is the environmental planning manager at 
Denver Water; and Ali fives in Takoma Park, Md., and 
is a writer and editor at American Univ • Carol Porter 
Donahue writes, “I’m still living in West Brookfield, 
Mass., and still working but fewer and fewer hours. 
Kevin ’75 and I spend as much time as we can on the 
Cape and are looking forward to eventually retiring 
there. We have a lot of Middlehury friends down there: 
Carole Maghery King, Steve Tripp, Nick Lagadinos, 
Mark Uppendahl ’75, and Bruce Bertkau ’74. We enjoy 
traveling when we can. We had two great family trips 
last year—London in April, and Costa Rica in August.”
• Eric M altzman sent greetings from Israel: “In late 
November-early December I met two of my sons in 
Kathmandu. We enjoyed spectacular scenery as we did 
the Annapurna Circuit trek together. We didn’t use any 
local guides or porters, and most of the hikers we met 
(from all over the world) were about one-third my age.
If you’re in good shape, put it on your bucket fist! My 
third son couldn’t join us—he’s still serving as an offi
cer in the Israeli army 1 work part time on our kibbutz

and part time as a professional tour guide licensed by 
the Ministry of Tourism. If anyone is planning a visit 
to Israel, please contact me.” • We received news that 
Kevin Cummings was part of a roundtable on gen
der diversity as part of New Jersey Business magazine’s 
CEO Trade-Talk Roundtable series. Four executives 
discussed the importance of women being appointed 
to the C-Suite and boardroom. • Also, Peter Straley 
was recently appointed to the Massachusetts-based 
Fallon Health hoard of directors. He has 40 years of 
professional experience in health care, including 17 
years as president and CEO of Health New England—a 
provider-owned HMO headquartered in western 
Massachusetts. Prior to that, Peter served as CEO of 
Baycare Health Partners, a three-hospital, 720-physi- 
cian PHO based in Springfield. Earlier in his career he 
served as the Northeast VP of a healthcare manage
ment-consulting firm and as VP of research and devel
opment for a healthcare software development firm. 
—Class Correspondents: Sue Lewellen LeFeher (lefeher@att. 
net); Delia Walch Mohlie (mohlie2̂ $@yahoo.com).

Karen Amirault continues to teach dance 
/  /  around the state of Vermont. In March

/  /  she was an artist in residence at Barnard
Academy, where she worked daily with all grades, end
ing the week with a performance. She has won many 
awards from the Vermont Arts Council and received 
the Governor’s Award for Arts in Education. Paula 
Routly ’82 of Seven Days has said that Karen has single- 
handedly turned more people on to dance than any 
other choreographer in Vermont.

—Class Correspondent: Bob Lindberg (boblindbergiç)2S@ 
gmail.com).

Forty years later, we’re still scholar ath- 
/  letes: (Scholarship) Lani Nicholson re-

/  ports that she attended a reading by Bill
Quigley at the Needham (Mass.) Public Library Bill 
spoke about Pure Heart: The Faith of a Father and Son in 
the War for a More Perfect Union, his 2016 book about 
the struggles of the Reverend Benjamin Dorr, Rector 
of Philadelphia’s Christ Church, to hold his politi
cally divided congregation together during the Civil 
War. In a rave review, Civil War News called it a “su
perb scholarly work” that “should find a home within 
any Civil MCar home front library” Lani, who practices 
adolescent and pediatric psychiatry in Quincy, Mass., 
reported that the event was also attended by Don 
De Veuve, who was “well prepared and asked astute 
questions.” Bill teaches history at the Governor’s 
Academy; Don is a VP with State Street Research and 
Management Company. There’s a great photo of this 
Needham Public Library micro-reunion on our class 
Facebook page. • (Athletics) Ty Howe sends news 
that Pete Bostwick and Court Chilton won the 2018 
Alassachusetts State Doubles Squash competition! As 
Court points out: “Just wanted to be clear that Pete

and I didn’t beat everyone in the state of Mass, just the 
people aged 60-70 who showed up.” Tes, but you both 
showed up and won! Incidentally, U70 is the new 30, or 
so I (Anne) have been told. • Next notes will be com
posed post-Reunion; we are hoping for a lot of reports. 
—Class Correspondents: DavidJaffiay (djaffray@mchsi 
com); Anne Rowell Noble (anne.noble@gmail.com).

R E U N IO N  C L A SS Our 40th 
/  Reunion is less than a year away (can it

/  possibly be 40 years?!) but several class
mates convened in Middlebury for a mini-reunion 
happy hour in January Charles Frankel was back on 
campus to teach a winter term course and joined Dana 
Yeaton, Carol Youngs Reed, Megan Battey, Nancy 
Karlson, Brian Calhoun, Laurie IMacauIay Jordan, 
Maggie Paine, and Tiffany Nourse Sargent at Fire 
and Ice. Tiffany tells us, “It was such fun to have our 
mini ’79ers gathering! We should definitely do it more 
often. If any other classmates have plans to return to 
Midd, let us know so we can try to gather again!” • 
Congratulations to John  Goodman, who has been 
named chief executive of Accenture Federal Services 
(AES). Washington Business Journal reported, “Goodman 
has been with AES for nearly 20 years, serving as chief 
operating officer since 2012. He led the company’s man
agement consulting group and also led the company’s 
defense and intelligence portfolio. He was also previ
ously an interim CEO. Prior to joining the company, he 
served as U.S. Deputy Under Secretary for Defense for 
Industrial Affairs and Installations.”John tells us, “2017 
was a big year for us. Sherri and 1 celebrated our 30th 
anniversary Daughter Natalie graduated from Colby. 
And since she returned to Washington for work, all 
three of our kids are close to home. Rob (18) will short
ly be off to Northwestern and his brother Matt (17) will 
soon follow. So, reluctantly we realize that we’ll have to 
adjust to being empty nesters.” • Congratulations also 
go out to Laurie Macaulay Jordan, who is retiring af
ter 22 years as chaplain of the College. An article on the 
College website describes the huge impact Laurie has 
had on the Middlebury community during her tenure. 
From orchestrating the Dalai Lama’s campus visit, ad
vancing the addition of a rabbi and Muslim chaplains 
to the College faith community, and other significant 
interfaith and international initiatives to the wisdom, 
warmth, and caring counsel shown to so many students 
through the years, Laurie has served the College with 
great distinction. In the article, she recalls how her 
undergraduate experience at Midd started her on the 
career path that eventually led her back in the position 
of chaplain. “During her first semester at Middlebury, 
thinking she was headed into politics, Jordan was faced 
with questions that are still explored in Introduction 
to Political Philosophy: W hat is justice? W hat is the 
good fife? By her sophomore year, that fine of inves
tigation brought her back to her core beliefs and she 
started to feel the pull of the ministry. In a religion
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course with Professor Robert Perm, she wrote a paper 
about women who had been ordained in the Episcopal 
Church. ‘That’s when I decided what to do with the 
rest of my life.’” Best wishes, Laurie, on this next 
stage of the rest of your life! • We want to hear from 
you! W hether you are retiring, starting a new venture 
or staying the course, grandparenting, childfree, or 
preparing for the empty nest, send us your news! We 
are wrapping up our time as your correspondents this 
year and looking forward to passing the baton before 
Reunion next year.
—Class Correspondents: Debbie Fish Butler 
(middĵ dbutler<èlgmail.com); Alice Lee Openshaw (alice. 
openshaw@gmail.com).

A big thank you to Robin Howe and 
I I Annie Hartm ann Philbrick for being

class correspondents the past few years. 
They are stepping down and we need another class
mate to help out with class notes. It’s a fun way to stay 
in touch with classmates and does not take a lot of 
time! It mainly involves sending out emails four times 

a year.
—Class Correspondent: Anne Cowherd (annie.cowherd® 
att.net).

We need one or two people to step up as 
5*  ̂ I class correspondents for the Class of 1981.

.A. It’s a fun way to stay in touch with class
mates and see what they are up to. If you are interested, 
please contact the Alumni Editor, Sara Marshall, at 
smarshal@middlebury.edu.

Munvo, a consulting firm helping Fortune 
5 *^  /  1000 clients improve their marketing ca-

pabilities, announced in November 2017 
the appointment of Rob Davis as managing partner- 
sales and alliances. In addition to becoming a share
holder, he has joined the executive leadership team and 
board to help refine and execute the company’s growth 
strategy. On the home front, Rob reports he is look
ing forward to the upcoming celebration of the birth
days of four-year-old grandson Owen and two-year-old 
granddaughter Eloise. • Lyim Ames celebrated the 
publication of her 13th novel, the romantic comedy 
Great Bones, in late March. Of the book, she said, “For 
almost two years. I’ve been envisioning this day, the 
moment when I get to share Rachel, Julia, Goldie, and 
Ida with all of you. I hope the book makes you laugh, 
makes you root for Rachel, makes you fall in love with 
the beloved grandmothers, and leaves you with a warm, 
satisfied, happy feeling.” The book is available from 
Lynn’s website, www.lynnames.com, and bookstores 
everywhere. • Wendy Behringer Nelson’s April trip 
to San Francisco provided a great excuse for a Class 
of 1982 mini-reunion. Wendy, Nancy RieUe, Beth 
Stelluto Dunaier, and Lisa Kissinger Kaplan met up 
for drinks, dinner, catching up, and A LOT of laughing.

^  Middiebury friends gathered at a citrus farm to celebrate the wedding of Justin Watson and Rachel Ann Cole 08 in Ojai, 
Calif: (all ’08 unless noted) Dave Campbell, Audrey Nelson, Luke Yoguinto, Kelsey Nykiel-Bub Yoquinto, Maia Hollinger '06, 

AnnMarie Wesolowski, the newlyweds, Ellen Grafton, (second row) Ryder Musselman, Josha Jay Nathan, Emily Irwin, Franny 
Bohar Orbison, Willie Orbison, Lucas Kavner '06, Aaron Gensler, and Elizabeth Kelley Sohn '09. O  Tom Nevrton 10 and 
Alex Chan (Dartmouth '10) were married on July 1, 2017, in Williamstown, Mass. Middiebury friends from the Class of 2010 

in attendance included Stuart Lindberg. Ruthie Reinken Lindberg, Laurel Gray. Katie Panhorst Harris. Kat Hartley, Morgan 
Rogge. Ann Benson, Judy Park, (second row) Grant Conour, the newlyweds, and James Schonzeit. Q  The wedding of 
Anthony Kuchan ’ll and Nicole Varallo took place on July 29.2017, in the Township of Washington, N.J., with Midd Kids from 
the Class of 2011 helping to celebrate: Chris Marshall, the newlyweds, Andrew Durfee, Andrew Poulin, Alex Kennedy, (second 
row) David Reed, Darren Small, Gary Cooper, Donnie McKillop, Paul Carroll, Dane Steel, and Dave Damm.

Q  Raina Crawford '10 and Justin Gilchrist were married on July 29, 2017, in Tarrytown, N Y , at Lyndhurst Mansion. 

Middiebury friends helping them celebrate included (all 10 unless noted) Hannah Burnett, the newlyweds, Dale Freundlich 

Scott, Emmy Burleigh, Doug Grunseich, (second row) Catherine Horner, Carolyn Birsky, Jamie Mittelman, Jessica Minton, 

Alice Ford, Miriam Rose Baker, Meghan Blumstein ’l l ,  H. Kay Merriman Howard, Justin Scott 08, Aaron Becker, and 

Kyle Howard. Missing from photo: Melissa Cassis 08. ^  On August 19. 2017, Hannah Burnett 10 and Peter Guarco were 

married at the Isham Family Farm in Williston. Vt. Middiebury friends who joined them in celebration included (all 10 

unless noted) Jess Minton, Katie Horner. Emmy Burleigh. Doug Grunseich, Sophie Thompson Hendy 09, Kyle Howard, 

the newlyweds. Whitney Hendrickson-Cahill '09. Raina Crawford Gilchrist, Carolyn Birsky. H. Kay Merriman Howard. Dale 

Freundlich Scott, and Ed Cahill ’09.
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O  Classmates from 1995 greet each other. Q  Class o f 1983 members relax in front o f le Château. Q  Kristin Weyman. 

John Morgenstern. Christine Tolis Johnston, and Jason Vrooman reunite for their 15th Reunion. Q  Barbara Ofosu-Somuah 

13 speaks on the panel o f “The Middlebury Experience." Q  Ruth Kennedy '83 and Allison Burroughs '83 enjoy seeing each 
other again.

Bay Area classmates—you are forewarned that we will 
do this again and hope to see you! • Alan 'Wagman 
shared that he and his family have established the 
Evan J. 'Wagman Memorial Scholarship in memory of 
his son, who passed away on February 24, 2018. The 
scholarship will be awarded annually to a graduate of 
Bethel (Conn.) High School who will attend Western 
Connecticut State Univ. Evan spent much of his life 
in the Bethel school system and worked at WestConn 
for the last several years. Our condolences to A1 and 
his family. • In April, the College announced its 2018 
Athletics Hall of Fame Inductees, which includes Sue 
Long Wemyss. Sue came to Middlebury as an alpine 
skier and was one of the top racers on the AIAW 
National Championship team in 1979, earning All- 
American honors. She converted to Nordic racing, 
where she earned several top finishes as a senior, win
ning the individual and relay races at UNH. Following 
Middlebury, she was the 1984 National Champion in 
the loK and 20K events, winning the Olympic Trials 
before competing in the 1984 Olympic Games. In 
cross country. Long earned All-American honors in 
1981, placing third at the NCAA Championships. 
Congratulations, Sue! • For the 2017-2018 school year, 
the Class of 1982 Scholarship provided vital financial 
support to a senior woman from Rockland, Maine, 
who graduated in May with a major in international 
politics and economics. During her four years, she 
studied abroad in Germany and held an internship at 
the American Academy in Verling with the Richard 
Holbrooke Forum, assisting with event organization. 
She also spent time doing field work in China as part of 
an experiential learning class. She played on the wom
en’s rugby team, hosted a radio show on the College 
radio station, and was a member of the Music and Arts 
House. • LauraTenBroeke Rumbough writes, “Doug 
and I have some exciting news to share! We are selling 
our home here in Middlebury—it’s bittersweet and we 
will miss this gorgeous spot a lot. We will be spending 
half our year in the High Peaks of the Adirondacks, and 
the winters in Vero Beach, Fla. The good news is that 
our house in the ’daks is only one hour from Midd, so 
we’ll be back often! I ’m so glad we were able to host 
at least one Midd ’82 event here last Reunion—who 
knows, maybe one of our classmates will buy this 
house and we can have another party on the deck!”
• Congratulations to Keith O’Hara, who offered 
the 2018 Commencement address for Marianapolis 
Preparatory School in Thompson, Conn. His multi
decade relationship with Marianapolis includes ser
vice teaching, coaching, advising, and leadership on 
the board of directors. Joseph Hanrahan, head of the 
school, noted, “Keith is a role model for students and 
embodies the mission of Marianapolis through his 
character, compassion, and integrity”
—Class Correspondents: Wendy Behringer Nelson 
(gomomgop20®gmail.com): Caleb Rick (crick® 
northcommon.com).
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Tom Van de Water, Betsy Kepes 
(Williams ’82), and Mark and Jeanne 

J  Hammond Larsen walked half of the 
remote 1,000-mile Shikoku Buddhist 88 temple pil
grimage together and plan to walk the remaining 500 
miles by 2020. Jeanne and Mark walked the Camino de 
Santiago in France and Spain just before the adventure 
in Japan. • Book news came from two classmates. Pam 
Chasek sent word that her new book. Transforming 
Multilateral Diplomacy: The Inside Story of the Sustainable 
Development Goals, which she coauthored, was pub
lished recently by Routledge. She was hoping to be 
able to promote it during Reunion. • In the fall, John 
Canaday published Critical Assembly: Poems of the 
Manhattan Project with Univ. of New Mexico Press. 
John introduces readers to the people involved in the 
creation and testing of the first atomic bomb, from ini
tial theoretical conversations to the secretive work at 

Los Alamos.
—Class Correspondents: Allison Burroughs (adburroughs® 
gmail.com); Victoria Seiden Gonin (victoriagonin@gmail. 
com).

A R E U N IO N  C L A SS Please send us 
your news! Your classmates want to know 

I what you’re up to. And put the weekend 
of June 7-9 on your calendar for our 35th Reunion! 
Meanwhile, check out some mini-reunion photos on 

page 65.
—Class Correspondents: Elizabeth Eppes Winton 
(ewinton@mac.com): Andrew Zehner (andrewzehner® 
gmail.com).

Please send us your news! We’d love to hear 
from you. And check out a mini-reunion 

/  photo on page 83.
—Class Correspondents: Ruth Lohmann Davis (ruth. 
davis6y@gmail.com): Denah Lohmann Toupin (denaht@ 
comcast.net).

^  Rich Belanger reports that he is still liv- 
N /  ing in Ann Arbor, Mich., with wife Emily
U  (Cushman) ’76 and just took on a new
role at ProQucst as SVP and GM of books, where he 
is responsible for global electronic books business for 
the academic market. This work has Rich traveling 
extensively to places like Mountain View, London, 
Copenhagen, Nashville, Edinburgh, New York City, 
San Antonio, Austin, Denver—so if you see him nearby 
on Facebook don’t be shy about reaching out. Rich and 
his wife enjoy sailing together and they have visited 
the Aegean Greek islands, the British Virgin Islands, 
and Croatia. • Chris Cowan lives in Tampa with wife 
Christine and three boys Peter (23), James (20), and 
John (i8). Peter graduated from the Univ. ofTampa last 
spring and is working in a sales capacity for Guaranteed 
Meetings. James will be a junior at Rollins College, 
starting at LSM on the lacrosse team and working on

a 3/2 MBA degree in business management. Since he’s 
been 15 he has run his own custom lacrosse products 
business, so if you want a swag custom design, check 
out www.pocketpowerlax.com. John graduated from 
Steinbrenner High School and completed All-State 
competition in the flute, receiving the highest marks 
available. He’ll be pursuing a music degree in the 
Honors Program at the University of South Florida 
this fall. Two years ago Chris moved from head of 
North America for Miller Heiman Group to run his 
own practice. Navigate Sales Consulting. Christine is a 
fitness guru doing classes and personal training at their 
local club. Last summer Chris was fortunate enough to 
get Tim Carey out of Framingham, Mass., for a visit to 
his place on Martha’s Vineyard for a couple days of golf, 
food, and beverages. Chris reminisced, “We hadn’t 
seen each other since graduation, yet we slipped back 
into our friendship as if a day had not passed. If ever 
in the Tampa area, please look me up!” • Geoff Harlan 
and wife Megan (Kemp) ’88 are excited to have their 
youngest daughter, Grace, heading to Middlebury 
(Class of 2022) to continue the Kemp family tradition 
of playing field hockey. (Jennifer Kemp Forelli ’86.5 
also played.) Geoff works in the Advancement Office 
at Lawrence Academy and Megan is assistant head of 
school at Groton School, both in Groton, Mass. They 
enjoy spending their summers in the seaside village of 
Kingsburg, Nova Scotia. They look forward to spend
ing many fall weekends cheering on the Panthers! • 
Elizabeth Needham has returned to graduate school, 
pursuing a degree to become an art psychotherapist. 
She explains, ‘Art therapy is an integrative mental 
health profession, combining the creative process 
and psychotherapy. Art therapists use art media, and 
often the verbal processing of produced imagery, to 
help children, adolescents, and adults in treatment 
centers, schools, rehabilitation facilities, hospitals, 
correctional institutes and elder-care locations.” • 
Michael Kinnealey announces the birth of his second 
grandchild, Michael George Kinnealey, on March 4. • 
Charlene Makley has published The Battle for Fortune: 
State-Led Development, Personhood, and Power Among 
Tibetans in China with Cornell Univ. Press. She is a pro
fessor of anthropology at Reed College in Portland, 
Ore. • Congratulations to Hiro Kanagawa, who was 
awarded the 2017 Governor General’s Literary Award 
for Drama for his play Indian Arm. The Governor 
General’s Literary Awards are one of Canada’s oldest 
and most prestigious prizes. Indian Arm is an adapta
tion of Henrik Ibsen’s 1894 play Little Eyolf Indian 
Arm also won the 2015 Jessie Richardson Award for 
Outstanding Original Script.
—Class Correspondent: Heather Pierce Post 
(heatherdpierce@gmail. com).

87

say: “I was ready to die, to leave this world and head 
off into the great unknown—perhaps the greatest ad
venture of all. My life was shorter than I had expected, 
and it was enough. Mine was a magical life. It was not 
always easy, but it was always an adventure. Most im
portantly, I fell in love with and shared my life with 
two amazing women—Leah and then Dina (Wolkoff) 
’88—and with four beautiful children, Ben, Sonia, Guo 
Hsing, and Dalia. Since I discovered the cancer, I have 
meditated on who I am. Who is Galen? Without my 
family, and without all of you, I don’t really know. As 
much as I have opened myself to an essential noncon
ditional ‘me,’ I cannot see myself without you. I have 
been defined by you. You have made me, well, me.” 
True to form, Galen packed a lot of extraordinary ad
ventures into the years after his diagnosis: snorkeling in 
the Sea of Cortez, heli-skiing in the Canadian Rockies, 
trekking in the Himalayas, traveling to London and 
Paris and Tokyo and Mexico. Among our classmates 
at Galen’s memorial service were Bram Kleppner, 
Hussein Khalifa, Josh  Colton, and Nick Boillot. 
Bram offered these words at the gathering: “Galen ap
preciated the time to prepare himself for death, the 
time to reflect on life and on death and on the relation
ship between dying and living, the time to think about 
what death means, the time to put his affairs in order, 
the time to do lots of cool stuff with his children, and 
with Dina and his friends, and the time to say good-bye 
to the people he loved, to the people he was grateful 

for.”
—Class Correspondents: Tom Funk (tomfunk@gmail.com): 
Elizabeth Ryan O'Brien (obrien@bigwhoop.com).

88

Beloved classmate Galen Hoskin passed 
awayjanuary 10 after a two-year battle with 
cancer. To friends and family he had this to

K ristin Crowder Dolan had a whirlwind 
few months: “I married George three 
days before Christmas in front of our six 

kids at Town Hall; George retired from the FBI after 
21 years at the end of December; I started a new job 
back in HR consulting in January; we became grand
parents on St. Patrick’s Day when Caden Kyle was 
born four-and-a-half weeks early. Not sure I can make 
it to Reunion as we have Maggie’s graduation that 
weekend, but I will be with everyone in spirit. Life is 
great and I am so blessed (plus my cousin is becoming 
a Panther in the fall!)!” • Paolo Bonetti writes, “After 
two years at Made in Nature, I have moved back to 
Madhava Natural Sweeteners as supply chain director. 
I have also spent the past two years on the board of a 
Boulder (Colo.) nonprofit, Growing Gardens, offering 
community gardens, teenage-managed Community 
Supported Agriculture, children’s camps, and various 
educational programs. The kids are growing fast: two 
in high school and one in middle school. They are all 
bilingual or trilingual. My eldest, Giacomo, plays fiddle 
in a bluegrass band and is on the Boulder High School 
student council. My youngest, Mario, is a drummer 
in a local kid band. My daughter, Isobel, is a pianist 
and singer. In April 2016 our family climbed Gokyo
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O Friends from the Class o f 1998 enjoy being together. 0  Adirondack chair chats are popular at Reunion Q j h e  25th 

Reunion brought back many 1993 classmates to campus, ^  The 50th Reunion Friday dinner highlight is a bonfire at Bread 

Loaf Q  Reunion goers are excited to see each other.

Ri, a 17,500-foot peak in the Khumbu region of the 
Nepalese Himalayas.”
—Class Correspondents: Anya Puri Brunnkk (abrunnick9  

gmail.com); Claire Gwatkin Jones (gwatkojones®gmail. 
com).

R E U N IO N  C L A SS George Baxter 
V» Ë has agreed to serve as the class correspon- 

dent for the Class of 1989. Please send 
him news at george.baxter@me.com.

Gretchen Eisele writes, “My update 
I is that I’m still working in nonfiction 

television—currently as the executive 
producer of National Geographic Explore, their flagship 
broadcast newsmagazine. It would be my dream job if 
it wasn’t so darn demanding! 1 have a daughter going 
off to Bucknell Univ. and my son is right behind in m h  
grade. I’m still living in the New York area. I’m hop
ing to catch up with some Midd friends as we celebrate 
our 50th birthdays this year.” • Natana DeLong-Bas 
sent news that she has a new book out with Oxford 
University Press, coauthored with John Esposito, 
called Shariah: What Everyone Needs to Know. The press 
release notes, “In the West, Shariah is widely misun
derstood. It often evokes fear of a medieval system that 
oppresses women and stifles human rights. In reality, it 
is a complex concept that plays a vital role in the lives of 
Muslims around the world, offering guidance on every
thing from personal morality to ritual practices, fam
ily life, and finance.” A leading Islamic scholar, Natana 
is assistant professor of theology at Boston College.

Kevin Kahn and wife Erdenetsetseg welcomed a 
daughter, Skylar Khutulun Kahn, in January. She was 
born in Ulaanbaatar, Mongolia. “Her brother, Marty 
(15), is thrilled to have a sibling. He continues to do 
well as a freshman in high school in Ohio playing both 
varsity ice hockey and lacrosse. Dad is trying to plant 
the Middlebury seed for when he starts looking at col
leges. Maybe we can seal the deal at our 30th reunion 

I two years?” Kevin owns a company that specializes 
in exporting Made in the USA industrial valves and 
fittings into Asia (www.k2ici.e0m). He has companies 
in both Ohio and in China, and splits his time fairly 
equally between the two. One of the manufacturers 
that Kevin’s company represents in Asia, SSP Fittings, 
is owned by classmate David King, so they catch up 
once or twice a year at meetings. • Adam Leff chairs 
the World Languages Dept, at Gould Academy and 
teaches a gamut of French courses and senior historv 
electives, such as American Myths, Global Migrations, 
and Great Decisions. He is also the head coach of the 
cross-country team and an assistant coach on the cy
cling team. Adam is the faculty advisor to the Academic 
WorldQuest team (a foreign policy quiz bowl team 
that competes in the Maine state tournament) and to 
the French Club. On the weekends, he is screening 
French films as part of the ongoing French film festival
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(this winter they were a site of an international online 
French film festival and screened 20 films in 30 days), 
bien sur, or teaching English and citizenship classes at 
MEIRS (Maine Immigration and Refugee Services) 
in Lewiston. Adam lives in Davidson dormitory along 
with Madame Leff and is the proud advisor to a gaggle 
of high achieving students! 'T o rn  Schwieters lives in 
Budapest, Hungary—with wife Eva and three kids, Lili 
(16), Maya (13), and Benny (10), and their mutt—where 
he’s been north of 20 years now, after serving in Peace 
Corps Hungary after graduation, Tom works for IDC, 
the Massachusetts-based, IT research and advisory 
firm, since joining in 2000 as a business development 
manager. Tom is now regional VP for sales, and his 
latest mission is to build bridges with IT directors at 
40+ EU agencies and directorates general. Tom is fre
quently in Budapest, Brussels, and Prague, so feel free 
to drop him a line to meet up. • Donna More Volpitta 
was on campus in February to talk about the Resilient 
Mindset Model as part of the Well-Being Challenge 
Kick-Off Events, sponsored by the Well-Being 
Committee and the Office of Health and Wellness 
Education. She is a founder of the Center for Resilient 
Leadership, whose mission is to teach people about the 
brain in order to help them to make more mindfully re
silient choices. Her Resilient Mindset Model has been 
applied to areas of leadership from parenting to corpo
rate management.
—Class Correspondents: Doug Meyer (pdougm®aol.com); 
Elizabeth Toder (eatoder®gmailcom).

Page Dickinson Edmunds writes, “A 
I group from Stewart’s second floor (circa 

J L  1987-88) got together from across three 
states for a mini-reunion in the Boston area in April: 
Debra McConnell, Louise Totten Knabe, Liz 
H opper W hitelam, Michelle Zagami Seeley, Meg 
Macaya Nelson, Casey Christianson, Jodi Axtell, 
and me. Highlights of the weekend were seeing Deb’s 
new home in Wellesley (along with her adorable hus
band Oriol and little boys Ian and Alex), an off-hours 
visit to Liz’s charming new bookstore, Whitelam 
Books, in Reading, Mass., which she opened in 
November ’17, and staying up late talking just like we 
used to back in Stewart. Less of a highlight was arriv
ing at our B&B to discover the owner had somehow 
forgotten we were coming and had gone out of town.” 
• Jim  Phillips writes, “K risten (Gustavson) and I 
are still living in Eau Claire, Wis. Kristen’s counseling 
practice has taken off and she is moving into a new, 
larger office in July. I was just recognized for 20 years 
of service as a chemistry prof at Univ. of Wisconsin— 
Eau Claire, and I’m hoping to complete a recording 
project this summer—a CD with nine original songs. 
Free copies for Midd alumni.” • Julia Paulk reports, 
“My husband, Sumit, our two daughters, and I are 
very happy living in the north suburbs of Chicago. 
We’re both professors (he’s in hearing science and I

teach Spanish—thanks to junior year in Madrid), and 
our girls, ages ii and 7, are doing great and keeping us 
busy We’d love to hear from Middlebury folks in the 
Chicago area.” • Emily Cleaveland says that nothing 
much has changed. “I’m still running my little dahlia 
farm in Springfield, N.H., and teaching fitness classes. 
It’s a shame the class updates section is not full color, 
because my garden makes for a pretty good spread. 
If you have a minute, check out my website at www. 
bydesigndahlias.com.” • Marcy W ithington reports, 
“I had a busy winter—I got married in November to 
David Uprichard (Univ. of St. Andrews). It was a very 
Middlebury affair with Kate M oriarty Ryan perform
ing the ceremony and Barb Woodbury, Elizabeth 
Emory Gabrys, and M arybeth Dingledy joining 
the celebrations in NYC. I just started a new job in 
March as the CFO at the Guggenheim Museum, so 
it’s back to NYC for me after 10 years in Connecticut. 
I’d love to hear from other Midd classmates in town.” 
• Congratulations to Ana Ponce, CEO of Camino 
Nuevo Charter Academy, who was recognized by 
Hispanic Lifestyle as a 2018 Latina of Influence. • Suhail 
and Saba Ahmed Shaikh were back at Middlebury in 
May for Commencement Weekend to celebrate the 
graduation of eldest son Aazum. “Truly a surreal expe
rience and proud moment for our family.” Son Fazl is in 
the Class of 2020. • Monica Cable recently finished up 
her n th  year at Franklin and Marshall (F&M) College 
in Lancaster, Pa., where she holds a hybrid faculty/ad- 
ministration position. “I teach anthropology (focusing 
on East Asia), serve as the director of fellowships, and 
in the last year was also promoted to director of East 
Asian recruitment for the admissions office. I’m writ
ing this from a flight bound for Beijing—I’m taking a 
group of 10 F&M students on a three-week summer 
program to China and India. After that, my husband 
(Matt Butterfield, Amherst ’91) and I will spend 10 
days in the Maldives (without the students!). I came to 
Midd because of the Chinese language program, but I 
never dreamed that decades later I’d still be going there 
four times a year! Would love to hear what others are 
up to.” • Gavin Johnston admits he has not posted 
news in ages. “I’m still living in Newburyport, Mass., 
and seem to run into Geoff Curtis, Alex Héros, Jason 
Shulman, Teddy Steers, and others at various music 
events across the country still. I did recently start a 
new business called Stone Curators. 1 source and fab
ricate different and hard-to-find stone from across the 
globe for primarily residential construction projects— 
having lots of fun with it! Would love to hear from 
folks if coming through the Boston area.” • Check out a 
mini-reunion photo on page 74!
—Class Correspondent: Andrew Resnik (resnikandrew® 
gmail.com).

92 Hey everyone! Thanks so much for start
ing to share some fun stories from fresh
man year about how you met your friends.

We understand that some tales aren’t ready for general 
consumption, but we hope to lure you guys in with top
ics we have planned for future columns. • Lisa Healy 
Lacey sent a wonderful story about meeting Maria 
Vfachnos while they were both trying out for lacrosse. 
She wrote, “I was a Feb, so I knew exactly zero people 
trying out. We were on a distance run with our last 
names taped on our backs so the coaches could take 
notes on us, and I heard ‘Healy! Hey, Healy!’ I turned 
and she said, ‘Hey, I’m Maria.’ Tryouts are tough; ev
eryone was competing for the one spot on varsity that 
we were told existed, and no one was very friendly to 
the freshmen. So this Maria started talking to me as 
we were running along and told me she was having a 
party that weekend and I should come. I figured I’d 
never hear from her again and she was just being nice. 
Lo and behold, she tracked me down in the phone 
directory (do they still have a phone directory.’!) and 
called to remind me about it the next day. I ended up 
going to the party, and we have been best of friends 
ever since! So thank you. Missy Foote, for taping our 
names on our backs! Almost 30 years of the best friend 
I can imagine. So lucky!” • Lisa Balaschak also met 
friends on the Middlebury athletic fields. She recalled 
bonding with Amy Randall Hazel and Cathy Lee 
during soccer double sessions before the rest of the 
class even arrived for freshman orientation! Together 
they were all issued field house pin bags, learned how 
to dial into the College phone system for the weather 
report, and poured over the Freshman Faces book, 
studying their soon-to-arrive classmates! Later that 
school year she met Carolyn Eppes Gilbert, Lauren 
Baker, Tristram  “Trip” Perkins, and other high- 
spirited Febs, who had just landed on campus, at Sarah 
Cameron’s 1989 winter party in the woods. She said 
it was an unforgettable event where lots of longtime 
friendships began! • Part of the reason we’re calling 
for these stories is that after 25-plus years, many of our 
memories aren’t quite as sharp as they once were, so 
it’s interesting that Tristram wrote saying Kingman 
Gordon reminded him that he showed up a week late 
for Feb orientation in a rusted-out Volvo station wag
on and sauntered in, donned a cowboy hat, and started 
calling the Feb square dance—he admits it’s bit hazy 
but it sounded familiar! W hat he does remember clear
ly is being with Allan Reeder and Kingman in Allen 
dungeon and meeting Brian Willing, Keith Wilson, 
Chris Carton,Terry Wise, CharUe Watson, and Rob 
Luce when they returned from Feb break and decided 
to shoot bottle rockets down the hallways in Allen at 2 
a.m. • Looking forward to hearing more stories!
—Class Correspondents: David Boyle (davemboyle®gmail. 
com); Leslie Cone Pagnotta (lesliepagnottâ ij®gynail.com).

Living in L.A., Jam es Wilcox recent- 
M ly joined First Republic Investment 

y  Management. He was named managing di
rector and works in the Century City office. He adds.
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“I see a lot of fellow classmates Mike Beckwith and 
Jack Thayer as we each chair the Posse Foundation 
Advisory Boards in our cities (San Fran, Chicago, and 
L.A., respectively) and sit on the National Board of 
the Posse Foundation.”James said that, sadly, he would 
not be able to attend Reunion. • Eric Batchelder was 
named executive VP and CFO by EnLink Midstream’s 
board of directors. He has more than i j  years of finan
cial leadership experience in the energy sector. • Artist 
C hristopher Chiappa had a solo exhibition of his 
work called Compositions at the Kate Werble Gallery in 
NYC through June 2. The installation was made up of 
27 painted wooden sculptures, each using the domes
tic table as a reference that was increasingly distorted, 
reformed, and abstracted. He lives and works in Long 
Island CityN.Y.
—Class Correspondent: Maria Diaz (latinawritin^gmail. 
com).

A R E U N IO N  C L A SS Gene Swift is
proud to announce he has launched his

I own company, W hite Hat Trolls. The 
marketing and communications consulting firm is fo
cused on “pre-crisis communications” strategy, with 
Gene and his growing horde of Trolls imagining all the 
worst-case responses that their clients’ public actions 
and messaging might encounter, were they to go for
ward. The concept was inspired, in part, by what Gene 
learned as a former member of the O tter Nonsense 
Players, trying to survive for nearly two decades in 
Corporate America: he often couldn’t stop himself 
from saying what many others were silently think
ing. He hopes Otters and non-Otters alike will take 
a look at whitehattrolls.com and reach out to him if 
they’d like to learn more. • After a decade (!) running 
the opinion section at U.S. News ir World Report and 
before that writing a history of presidential ghostwrit
ers, Robert Schlesinger in May opened up Schlesinger 
Communications, which specializes in ghostwriting 
opinion pieces. He has gotten a lot of invaluable advice 
from Jean Hudson Card while making this exciting 
(and a bit scary) transition. • It’s not too early to mark 
June 6-9 , 2019, on your calendar, now, so you have no 
excuse as to why you missed our 25th Reunion! Next 
year will be here before you know it, so start planning 
now!
—Class Correspondents: Mary Strife Cairns (mcaimsç>4@ 
gmail.com); Gene Swift (geneswift@gmail.com).

Ed note: The magazine fact checker was 
B asleep on the job for the spring issue. The 
J correct name of the memoir published 

by Carol Tonge Mack is Being Bernadette: From Polite 
Silence to Finding the Black Girl Magic Within. We apolo
gize to Carol for calling it Polite Science\
—Class Correspondents: David Diamonon (ddiamonon® 
yahoo.com); Terra Reilly (sansivera@gmail.com).

96 Please send me your news!
—Class Correspondent: Humberto Garcia- 
Sjogrim (humbertogs@gmail.com).

Alexander Lee has returned to China, 
^^B  /  where he is becoming an expert on tea,

!  learning the Game of Go, playing with 
bows and arrows, and helping young Chinese citizens 
to become responsible players in the world. He hopes 
the world will be filled with more perfect gentlemen 
through an embrace of the Six Arts. If you find yourself 
in Guangzhou (a.k.a. Canton), drop him a line. • Mike 
Bender has published a children’s book called The Book 
about Nothing. Inspired while putting his son to bed and 
staring into the darkness doing nothing, he decided he 
could actually write a book about nothing, and the re
sult is a funny, even philosophical, book for kids ages 
three to seven.
—Class Correspondents: Jennifer Gelb Carhee (jcarbee® 
gmail.com); Jackie Pelton Hoglund (jackiehoglund@gmail 
com.)

Dan and Becky Walldroff Urbano cel-
B ebrated their 14th anniversary shortly

after Reunion. Prior to Reunion their 
children, Clayton and Kaitlyn, wrapped up long base
ball and soccer seasons in Oakland, Calif, where they 
live. They were looking forward to meeting the other 
Midd Kids at Reunion. • Amy M orris Stone writes, 
“My husband, Phil, and I are still based in St. Louis, 
Mo., and have been running a hedge fund together for 
the past five years. We spend summers in Lake Tahoe 
to give our three-year-old son a taste of mountain life.” 
• Than’l Badder writes, “I’ve been living in Baltimore 
for a few years now, doing alumni relations for my alma 
mater—Gilman—by day and continuing to grow my let
ter art business—36 Letters—on nights and weekends. 
I am also coaching some lacrosse and taking my dog 
Earn out for hiking and running adventures as much 
as I can.”
—Class Correspondents: Katie Whittlesey Comstock 
(katiecomstocky@gmail.com); Nate Johnson (natejohnç>8@ 
gmail.com).

R E U N IO N  C L A SS BlakeW ittm an
B B writes, “I’m still in Prague and loving it. 

^  ^  Three years ago, I helped launch a start
up doing truly innovative recruitment called GoodCall. 
We’re currently focused mostly on Central Europe but 
we have two other businesses that are purely online 
and may go global soon. My wife, Jana, is in her ninth 
year at GE Money Bank (now called Moneta Bank in 
the Czech Republic) as a marketing manager. Our two 
crazy boys, now ii and 7, are big skiers and challenge me 
more and more each winter. We’re seriously looking at 
a U.S. trip next summer for the Reunion. It would be 
great to see everyone again. If anyone is nearby, they 
should try and stop in—Munich, Vienna, Budapest are

very close!” • And put June 7-9, 2019, on your calendar 
for our 20th Reunion!
—Class Correspondents: Melissa Pruessing (mpruessin  ̂
yahoo.com); Peter Steinberg (captfun̂ ^@gmail.com).

Happy summer, friends! The Class of 
I II  I 2000 has been busy as always. Jose 

\ J  ZevaUos is a head and neck surgeon- 
scientist at Washington Univ. School of Medicine 
in St. Louis and serves as division chief of head and 
neck surgical oncology. He also directs the fellowship 
in head and neck surgery/microvascular reconstruc
tive surgery at Wash U. In addition to a busy surgical 
practice treating head and neck cancer, Jose runs a lab 
focused on translational cancer research and genom
ics. He has had the chance to collaborate on research 
with Sam Swisher-McClure, a radiation oncologist 
at the Univ. of Pennsylvania. Jose and his family look 
forward to visiting Vermont, where Pedro ZevaUos 
’01 Uves with his family • Also in Vermont, Hilary 
Poremski-Beitzel and husband Chris welcomed a 
daughter, Grace Florence Beitzel, on December 30,
2017. Grace was born at Porter Medical Center in 
Middlebury! She joins her doting big brother. Beau (5). 
Congratulations, Hilary and family! • Melanie Curtis 
sent this update: “I relocated back to the NYC area 
over a year ago and could not be happier to be back 
in the Northeast nearer family, the city, and so many 
friends. My coaching company is called How To Fly 
and is built on my 20+ years coaching professionally in 
the sport of skydiving, as well as the last decade grow
ing as a life coach helping people through fear and the 
feeUngs that come with it in so many scenarios we 
face in life. I’m beginning to host in-person classes 
in New York, expanding beyond the online nature of 
my business up to this point. I’m so excited about the 
growth afoot and truly honored to get to do the kind 
of work I get to with people. Anyone who would like 
to reconnect. I’d love that. Check out my website at 
melaniecurtis.com, or send me an email at mel 
@melaniecurtis.com.” • Congratulations are also in or
der to Philip Dean Walker, whose second collection 
of short stories. Read by Strangers, came out from Lethe 
Press on April 15. Acclaimed author Wally Lamb said of 
the new book, “The stories that comprise Philip Dean 
Walker’sRe<2<f^Sfr<2ngerraresexuaUyfrank,intriguingly 
open-ended, and nuanced in their depictions of flawed 
human nature. Walker is a talented and observant 
storyteller whose plots and characterizations engage 
and unnerve in equal measures.” • As a feUow writer, I 
(Jennifer) always get excited when my classmates and 
friends publish something new, and I can’t wait to read 
Phil’s new book. I also get excited hearing about any of 
your updates—please keep them coming!
—Class Correspondent: Jennifer Crystal 
(jennifercrystalwriter@gmail.com).
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R E U N I O N  2 0 1 8

m
jo sh  Broder reports that he was selected 
as a 2018 large-business leader of the year 
by MaineBiz. He’s the CEO at Tilson, an 
IT professional services and network deployment ser

vices firm.
—Class Correspondents: Leslie FoxAmould (leslieamould® 
gmail.com); Zach Bourque (zacharybourque@gmail.com).

Suzanne Slarsky Dael, husband Martin, 
I I /  and daughter Rebekka welcomed the 
V _ ^  arrival of a son and brorher, William
Nicolai Olin Dael. Suzanne is currently working in 
the Danish government, spearheading development 
of the country’s first comprehensive maritime spatial 
plan—establishing how the sea areas can be developed 
in the future. Her work often brings her to the seat 
of the EU in Brussels, for the exciting work of col
laborating on offshore wind development in the North 
Sea. While she delights in all things Danish, sadly, the 
country’s “mountains” amount to the heights of the hill 
on which Mead Chapel sits, so she heads back to New 
England’s winters as frequently as she can to get a dose 
or two of corn-snow-bump-runs in the mountains of 
Vermont. She sends best wishes to all her fellow class
mates. • After getting her master’s in interior design 
from Pratt, Sarah Brophy has been actively practicing 
in Boston. She is a design director at a start-up called 
Interior Architects with a focus on corporate work
place (fun clients like Amazon and Twitter) and is lov
ing it! Outside of work, she is closing in on 10 years of 
marriage. They are the proud parents to two Cavalier 
King Charles fur babies: Aksel and Freyja. After dab
bling in the master’s skiing scene, she decided it was 
best to keep it recreational and spends weekends skiing 
at Stratton. • Katie Angelo Pierozzi is a partner in a 
tech start-up in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, where she has 
been living for the last 12 years. She is mom to three 
little ones—Pietra (6), Olivia (4), and Frederico (20 
mos.). Ages possibly not current, due to publishing de
lay. Rio! • Ever the fan of brevity, Lauren Cacciapaglia 
Sargent writes, “We joined the westward movement 
and relocated to SF!” ’Nuff said, Lauren. Beyond that 
note, Lauren actually sent us the exact address where 
she lives with husband Chris and their two daughters. 
We did not publish said address. However, we will pub
lish most anything you send us! Please email your up
dates, pictures, and musings to Middlebury02@gmail. 
com and we will post it in the next available issue. Feed 
the beast!
—Class Correspondents: Eric Devon (edevon@gmail.com); 
Morgan Jones (morganjones2̂ @gmail.com).

Jill Parsons-Funk writes, “My husband, 
I I Travis, and I welcomed our first baby in 

_ y  December. A boy, Gavin Michael Funk, 
was born December 17. We also moved to Pelham, 
N.Y., last year and are excited to explore Westchester 
more with our little guy.” • Michael Stabler was

■4 ' f '
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O  The photo booth Saturday night is a fun activity. Q  President Patton’s dogs join the 50th Reunion dinner on Thursday 

night. Q  Friends from the Class of 2013 goof o ff in front of Mead Chapel. Q  Fireworks culminate the Saturday night dinner. 

O  Corey Reich 08. who was awarded an Alumni Achievement Award, gives a talk Saturday morning.
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elected as the chair of the Utah State Bar Litigation 
Section in July 2017 and also was recently honored as 
the Young Attorney of the Year (2018) at the Utah State 
Construction Defect and Dispute Conference. He is a 
shareholder at Strong & Hanni, a firm with over 70 at
torneys based in Salt Lake City, Utah. He practices liti
gation, specializing in construction law and torts. The 
Litigation Section is the largest section of the Utah 
State Bar with over 2,000 members. Following gradu
ation from Vermont Law School in 2008, Michael 
worked as an associate at Kenlan Schwiebert Facey 
& Goss in Rutland, Vt., until moving to Utah in 2011. 
■ In May, Zoe Anastassiou won the Eva Gore-Booth 
Award for Best Female Performance for her role as Del 
in Carolyn Gage’s Easter Sunday at the International 
Dublin Gay Theater Festival.
—Class Correspondents: Nathan Davis (davis.nm@gmail 
com); Janine Knight-Grofe (jknightgrofe@gmail.com).

Â R E U N IO N  C L A SS George Philip 
I w/'E “G P” LeBourdais, who’s completing a 

I PhD in American art and architecture at 
Stanford Univ., gave a talk at Bowdoin College in April. 
This led to a fun lunch with Emily Peterman, who is 
an associate professor of earth and oceanographic sci
ence at Bowdoin, and Nina C otton Weyl, who works 
in the development office at Bowdoin. GP, his wife, and 
their daughter live in San Francisco. Emily and her hus
band Uve in Topsham, Maine, and Nina, her husband, 
and two kids hve in Freeport, Maine. Emily and Nina 
have discovered they both enjoy drinking cider après 
work together. The Maine contingency of Midd ’04 
has had other opportunities to connect as well—Ali 
Kraus Saccani and her family (Damien Saccani ’95 and 
their two kids) are in Yarmouth and Nina and Ali spend 
lots of time together hiking as many coastal trails with 
their kids as they can. They occasionally run into Tim 
Connolly and his family at Middlebury events and 
Devin Green at concerts at Thompson’s Point in 
Portland. Becca Brakeley Wall, husband Jesse, and 
their daughter, OHve, met Missy Krempa Mariano 
and Nina at a Hamilton vs. Bowdoin field hockey 
game. Missy is the head coach at Hamilton and they 
took home a W  over the Polar Bears. Becca is the pedi
atric hospitalise at Central Maine Medical in Lewiston. 
• Deborah Jones recently returned to Middlebury 
to teach a winter term course in the sociology and 
anthropology program. She is pleased to report that 
Middlebury students are as sharp, inquisitive, and 
creative as ever, and she encourages fellow alumni to 
also consider teaching in January. Now based in Berlin, 
Germany, Deborah looks forward to meeting Midd 
Kids on the other side of the Atlantic. • Please put our 
15th Reunion on your calendar! It’s next June 7-9! 
—Class Correspondents: Athenia (Tina) Fischer-Rodney 
(princess1y28@yahoo.com); Drew Pugsley (drew.pugsley® 
gmail.com).

Andy Rossmeissl’s company, the AI 
I I platform Faraday, recently hired its 20th 

^ J  employee. They’re based in Burhngton, 
Vt., and half of their team is made up of Midd alumni. 
They were recently named the best-funded start-up in 
Vermont. • Isaac Pattis and his wife bought a place in 
the Beacon Hill neighborhood of Seattle. He recently 
switched employers from REI to Microsoft and has 
an Air BnB up and running just south of downtown— 
a Middlebury discount will certainly apply if anyone 
wants to visit! • Emily Owen gave birth to son Oliver 
in June 2017. She also celebrated a professional suc
cess when the Rapa Nui Marine Protected Area was 
signed into law in February 2018 by Chile’s president, 
protecting 720,000 square kilometers of biologically 
and culturally important ocean surrounding Easter 
Island. She’s managed this effort for the past six years 
at the Pew Charitable Trusts, working closely with 
the Rapa Nui community, scientists, and the Chilean 
government. There’s a nice article about the project 
in Smithsonian Magazine: www.smithsonianmag.com/ 
science-nature/chile-protects-massive-swath-ocean- 
new-marine-parks-i8o968275/?no-cache. • Lauren 
Ready Noel celebrates the birth of son Elliot Paul 
Noel, who was born on January ii. He joins big sister 
Camille! • Bryce Roche and wife Jin Kang have three 
kids, and they bought a house in Manhattan Beach, 
Calif Bryce is doing software development and child 
care and enjoying the beach life! They take trips back 
to Bozeman, Mont., when possible to ski and mountain 
bike in the summer. • Susarma Preziosi is a clinical 
psychologist in New York City. She went into private 
practice full time over a year ago and enjoys her therapy 
work with adults, couples, and families. In March, she 
gave a workshop in Philadelphia and was able to take 
a side trip to Lancaster to see Carrie Evans and her 
husband, Brent, and meet their son, Henry 
—Class Correspondent: Martha Dutton (martha.dutton@ 
gmail.com).

^  Send us your news! We’d love to hear 
I I f  from you!
\^ J  —Class Correspondents: Alex Casnocha
(alexander.casnocha@gmail.com); Jack Donaldson 
(jack.c.donaldson@gmail.com); Jess Van Wagenen O’Rielly 
(jessorielly@gmail.com).

Send us your news! We’d love to hear from 
I I /  Meanwhile, check out a mini-reunion

/  photo on page 67.
—Class Correspondents: Carlos Beato (carlosmbeato@gmail. 
com); Amanda Cook Maher (amandahollos@gmail.com).

/ ' 'V  Hello 2008! We hope you made it back
I I for Reunion. More about that weekend

in the fall issue. We have a few brief up
dates in the interim: Joe Swensson is living in Denver, 
Colo., and started a new job in real estate development

at the Opus Group. ‘Julia W helan has pubhshed her 
debut novel. My Oxford Tear. Check it out on Amazon! 
• Nate Randall, Andy M ittelman, and Laura Lee 
M ittelm an reunited at the Middlebury Snow Bowl 
for some powder turns at the 2018 Ski Patrol Reunion; 
they look forward to seeing the rest of the ’08 patrol
lers in 2028 for the next one! • We can’t make this col
umn great without you! Please send your updates to 
Michelle and Laura.
—Class Correspondents: Michelle Cady (michelle. 
elizaheth.cady@gmail.com); Laura Lee Mittelman 
(laurawhitneylee@gmail.com).

\  R E U N IO N  C L A SS DavidMeschke
I I I  is in his third year as a htigation associate 

^  at the law firm Brownstein Hyatt Father 
Schreck in Denver, Colo., after graduating in 2014 
from the Univ. of Colorado Law School. Before enter
ing private practice, David clerked for a justice on the 
Colorado Supreme Court. He moved to Colorado af
ter graduating from Middlebury to be an AmeriCorps 
Community Service Fellow for two years. He and wife 
Stephanie live in Denver and spend their free time 
hiking, biking, and skiing in the Colorado mountains, 
where you might see David in a navy Middlebury 
hat. • Graham M ajorhart has cofounded Carby Box, 
which empowers each and every person in the United 
States to become carbon neutral in one click through 
Amazon.com. Graham and his wife are living in NYC 
and globally as they work to grow Carby Box into ex
ponential climate change action. After a six-year career 
in China, Graham returned to the US. in 2015, worked 
at American Express in corporate strategy, and is now 
a member of the National Committee on US.-China 
Relations. • Michael W est and Kyunhea Kwon got 
married in Seoul, Korea, on April 14 and were joined by 
friends and family, including many Middlebury friends 
for an around-the-world adventure!
—Class Correspondents: Billie Borden (billie.borden@ âil. 
com); Ashley Bell Volwiler (ashley.volwiler@gmail.com).

H eather Pangle has been working on a 

II I political science at Boston College
J L  \  J  and is defending her dissertation this sum
mer. In the spring she taught in the Political Science 
Dept, at Carleton College. • After working briefly for 
Penguin Random House Mexico, EUanna Kan has 
begun working for Regal Hoffmann and Associates as 
a literary agent representing Spanish-language hterary 
fiction and nonfiction. She travels back and forth be
tween New York City and Mexico City and freelances 
as an editor and translator. She is also teaching creative 
writing and hterary translation at Columbia Univ. • 
Margaret Owen Spiak recently moved back to her 
hometown of Bozeman, Mont., with husband Michael 
and nine-year-old beagle, Spanky Spiak. In addition 
to honing her fly-fishing and skiing abilities, she is 
working for a company called Foundant Technologies
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ClassActs

that sells software solutions to nonprofits. Prior to 
Bozeman, Margaret was in Washington, D.C., for six 
years, most recently as the director of development for 
George Washington University’s School of Business. • 
Jen  Lally Ozimek and husband Dave ’09 graduated 
from their internal medicine residency program last 
June and are completing their chief medical resident 
year at the Univ. of Connecticut. They will be 
continuing on as faculty at UConn, serving as primary 
care physicians and educators for residents and medical 
students. Outside of work, they are keeping busy with 
their 20-month-old son Joey. • Justine Jackson lives 
in Bristol, Vt., and owns a contemporary art gallery. 
Northern Daughters, located in Vergennes, Vt,
—Class Correspondents: Alice Ford (altcemarieford<ègmail. 
com); Oscar hoyo (loyo.oscar@gmail.com).

n
Hope everyone is enjoying a wonderful sum
mer! We’re delighted to share some exciting 
updates from a few of our classmates: In May, 
Sarah Helland graduated with an MD/MPH and TM 

from the Tulane School of Medicine and the Tulane 
School of Public Health and Tropical Medicine in New 
Orleans. After a long year of applying and interview
ing, she is thrilled to have matched in psychiatry at the 
Montefiore Medical Center in the Bronx with fellow 
Midd Kid Peter Spyrou ’to. She is ready to make the 
move back up to the Northeast! • Alexi Bloom spent 
two years operating with fellow Midd Kid Joseph 
Fernandez Moure ’02 in Houston while they were in the 
same general surgery residency program at Houston 
Methodist Hospital. Joe is now doing his fellowship in 
trauma and critical care at UPenn. Alexi is in her third 
year of residency and also plans to do a fellowship in 
trauma and critical care. • George Heinrichs is going to 
work in Seattle at the Downtown School, a new school 
being started by Lakeside School. He’ll be teaching his
tory and will be part of the school’s administration. He 
will also be graduating from Norwich University with 
an MA in military history. • Patti Gomez’s Army ser
vice has ended, making her now a proud veteran. She 
recently won the Mrs. New York competition and will 
compete for Mrs. America in August. • Sam Parnell 
graduated from Columbia Law School in May and will 
join the Massachusetts Attorney General’s Office in 
September. • And congratulations to Shabana Basij- 
Rasikh, cofounder and president of SOLA—School 
of Leadership, Afghanistan—who welcomed 15 new 
sixth graders to SOLA at the start of their school year 
in March, bringing the school’s enrollment to 70 girls! 
The same day the school opened for the year, Shabana 
also received word that SOLA had won the Malalai 
Medal, which is named after one of Afghanistan’s na
tional heroes and is awarded for achievement in the 
push for women’s rights. She writes, “In our case, we 
were recognized for our groundbreaking work in edu
cation. To be awarded the Malalai Medal by President 
Ashraf Ghani and First Lady Rula Ghani, and then to

bring it to SOLA to share with our students—these are 
moments I will never forget.” • Thanks to all who sub
mitted notes this quarter! Feel free to email us anytime 
at midd2011@gmail.com—we love hearing from you! 
—Class Correspondents: Ashley Cheung (cheung.ash@gmail 
com); Carly Lynch (cjlynch48g@gmail.com).

Hi, everyone! It’s hard to believe that a 
I /  year has passed since our jth  Reunion in 

J L  Ê̂ÊÊÊ̂ June 2017! Below is what some of our fel
low classmates have been up to lately Again, always 
feel free to send either of us of an update! • Astrid 
Schanz-Garbassi writes, “I got married in May to my 
study abroad crush from the Middlebury program I 
did in China junior year. Kinda wild, huh? We didn’t 
get married at Midd or even in Vermont, but the wed
ding was minutes off Route 7, which feels like the next 
best thing. I love living in the Vermont of the West 
Coast (Northern California) and working on my own 
business: FoodRX, which delivers medically tailored 
meals to cancer patients to help mitigate side effects of 
treatment and accelerate recovery. If you pass through 
San Francisco, are interested in functional food/food as 
medicine, or can suggest more satirical Instagram ac
counts I can follow to help me continue to avoid actu
ally reading the news, please drop me a line!” • Lukas 
Strobl recently took over as team leader for Northern 
European Breaking News at Bloomberg and moved 
from London to Frankfurt. • Ian Trombulak complet
ed the School Counseling Graduate Program at UVM 
and earned his master’s in May 2017. He completed his 
first year as a school counselor at Lamoille Union High 
School in Hyde Park, Vt. • Many classmates gradu
ated from medical school in May and are beginning 
their residencies this summer. Phil Palmer graduated 
from the Univ. of Texas Health Science Center in San 
Antonio and started his internal medicine residency 
at Dartmouth in June, After graduating from the 
Georgetown Univ. School of Medicine, Amy Prescott 
is doing her residency program in emergency medi
cine at the GeorgetownAVashington Hospital Center. 
Emmy Masur graduated from the Univ. of Maryland 
School of Medicine and is moving to Nashville to 
start a combined child and adult psychiatry residency 
at Vanderbilt. Also, beginning a residency in psychia
try is Andy Hyatt, who graduated from the Boston 
University School of Medicine and whose residency is 
at the Cambridge Health Alliance. • Wishing everyone 
a fun and restful summer. We hope to hear from you 
soon!
—Class Correspondents: Sara Cohen (srcohengo@gmail 
com); Paige Keren (pkeren12@gmail.com).

Congratulations to Jaewon Oh, who 
I was named a 2018 Thomas R. Pickering

JL ^  Graduate Foreign Affairs Fellow. Out of 
hundreds of applicants, only 30 fellowships were 
awarded. She will be attending the Middlebury

Institute of International Studies in Monterey this fall, 
studying nonproliferation with a focus on Russia. 
—Class Correspondents: Fima Burnham (ecchumham® 
gmail.com); Peter DiPrinzio (peterdiyyi@gmail.com).

■< Â R E U N IO N  C LA SS In February 
I  Cameron McKinney was on campus with

JL I Kizuna Dance, which he founded three 
years ago. The dancers performed three pieces that 
were all choreographed by Cameron, who serves as 
artistic director for the group. Cameron was recently 
named a participant in the Alvin Ailey Foundation’s 
New Directions Choreography Lab, and he has com
missioned original works for numerous entities, in
cluding the Joffrey Ballet School and Let’s Dance 
International Frontiers Festival. • Yuki Takeda and 
Mika Tan ’15 got married at the end of February in 
Singapore and moved to the town of Los Banos in the 
Philippines, south of Manila about one-and-a-half 
hours by car. They say, “Let us know if you ever come 
close by!” • Ayaka Sasaki is living in Singapore, work
ing as a designer. She would love to hear from fellow 
Midd Kids! • Nick Mallchok moved from New York 
to Nashville in February to fast-forward through win
ter and continue working as a publicist in the music 
industry. He openly encourages more Midd Kids to 
venture south to help spread the gospel and spirit of 
Madonna’s “Like a Prayer.” • Adam Schreiber is living 
in Madrid and working as an EngUsh teacher. • Miriam 
Nielsen is a graduate student at Columbia’s MA cli
mate and society program. She’s currently a freelance 
video creator and animator and has prior experience 
working with Vox Media and CBS Digital Media. After 
graduating from Columbia, she hopes to continue her 
science communications work to further educate the 
public about today’s most pressing issues.
—Class Correspondents: Jackie Breckenridge (jackiebreck® 
outlook.com); Emma Kitchen (m.emma.kitchen@gmail. 
com); Peter Mattson (petercmattson@gmail.com).

Molly Stuart is an emerging filmmaker 
I  based in the San Francisco Bay Area. After

JL J graduating, Molly went on to pursue a 
Master of Fine Arts at San Francisco State University. 
Her nationally and internationally acclaimed short doc
umentary film Objector offers a window into the Iraeli- 
Palestinian conflict through the perspective of ajewish 
woman taking a stand against militarism and apartheid. 
For Objector, Molly received a grant from the Berkeley 
Film Foundation and was selected by SFFILM for 
the Women, Peace, and Security Fellowship, Her film 
was awarded Best in Show by the San Francisco State 
University Film Finals, received the Harry Randall 
Award for Best Human Rights Documentary Film by 
ALBA, as well as an Award of Commendation, Canada 
Shorts at the Canadian and International Short Film 
Fest, and Best Young Women Storyteller Award, 
Imagine This Women’s International Film Fest. She is
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\ ^ /  at Monterey

turning the short film into a feature this year. • Anis 
M ebarki LaRosa writes that she has accepted an of
fer of admission at the Berkeley-Haas business school. 
“I’d love to catch up with any Panthers who are at UC- 
Berkeley.” • Dave Yedid writes, “I am proud to say I 
was selected into the Wexner Graduate Fellowship’s 
31st cohort! This is in conjunction with my rabbini
cal studies. I’d like to share this r/wc/»a—joy—with 
everyone.” Dave is a rabbinical student at the Jewish 
Theological Seminary. • This July, Faith W hang is leav

9 4  M iddlebury M/iG/tz/N£

ing her management consulting job at PwC to move 
to Costa Rica, where she’ll be working on a couple of 
social entrepreneurship projects in rural towns. She’ll 
be developing a sustainability plan for the library she 
volunteered at during her senior year J-term through 
the Spanish Department. • Molly Shutt reports, “I 
have an update that I’m happy to share. I’m starting 
graduate school at Johns Hopkins School of Advanced 
International Studies (SAIS) this fall! The first year will 
be at the SAIS Europe campus in Bologna, Italy, and

the second year I will be in Washington, D C .”
—Class Correspondents: Elyse Barnard (elyse.dh.bamard® 
gmail.com); Cooper Couch (couch.cooper@gmail.com).

Breiman D elattre received a Fulbright 
I a research award to evaluate and quantify 

JL psychological benefits of capoeira and
cooperative movement activities for the purpose of 
developing interventions to be used across cultures. 
Currently a lab manager and research assistant at the 
Virginia Tech Carilion Research Institute, she’ll be 
returning to Niterdi, Brazil, to begin her research in 
2019. She hopes to make a major contribution to the 
development of creative-art therapies to supplement 
traditional clinical and counseling approaches to men
tal health.
—Class Correspondents: Emma McDonald (elmcdonaldzi® 
gmail.com); Aviva Shwayder (aviva.shwayder@gmail. 
com).

H arrison Hsiang sent word that he 
I  /  and his band, the Giant Peach (formed 

JL j  at Midd) released its first album. Pulling 
Teeth. Though they call it a “break-up album,” Seven 
Days says it “casts off sorrowful dirges and sad-sack 
lethargy” It is “chock-full of bright tones, close-up 
vocals and hooks that wade into downright commer
cially appealing waters.” To learn more, see page 61. • 
And congratulations to classmates who were recently 
awarded Fulbright Fellowships for the next academic 
year. Raouf Belkhir will conduct the research project 
“Neurolinguistic mechanisms of co-speech gesticula
tion” in the Dept, of Psychology at the Univ. of Padova, 
Italy Michael Fournier received an English teaching 
assistantship to Germany, where he recently com
pleted the requirements for his major in international 
politics and economics. Julia Shumlin has an English 
teaching assistantship in Mexico, where she hopes to 
also start groups for youth and adults to offer instruc
tion in audio production so they can produce their own 
audio stories.
—Class Correspondent: Ivan Valladares (ivanantvall® 
gmail.com).

Welcome, Class of 2018, to the alumni class 
I notes! Two of your classmates, Georgia

JL Grace Edwards and Charlie M itchell have 
agreed to serve as your class correspondents. They will 
be contacting you to find out what you are up to so they 
can report about it here. Or you can send news directly 
to them at the addresses below. It’s a fun way to stay in 
touch with your classmates!
—Class Correspondents: Georgia Grace Edwards 
(gedwards@middlebury.edu); Charlie Mitchell (clmitchell@ 
middlebury.edu).

mailto:couch.cooper@gmail.com
mailto:gedwards@middlebury.edu
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A ^  Betty Forman Hummel, loo, of Dunellen, 
I \ J  N.J., on March 21, 2018. After graduation, 

she worked in the family business. Van Blaricom and 
Co., before deciding to go into teaching. While tak
ing classes in education at Rutgers Univ., she taught 
physical education at the high school level in the South 
River and Hunterdon Central School Districts. After 
10 years, she then became a guidance counselor, retir
ing in 1979. Predeceased by husband John, she is sur
vived by sons John and Ronald, five grandchildren, and 
nine great-grandchildren.

Laura Smith 'Whitworth, 99, of Laconia, N.H., on 
March 23,2018. She was a member of Delta Delta Delta 
at Middlebury After living many years in Connecticut, 
raising her children, she moved to New Hampshire 
with her family and opened Towle Hill House gift shop 
and baby boutique with her husband. Retiring at age 
85, she sold Towle Hill House in 2000. Predeceased 
by husband Foster, she is survived by children Foster, 
Linda ’66, and Arthur, and several grandchildren and 
great-grandchildren.

A ^  Nancy Hall Whitehouse, 96, of Portland, 
I ^  Maine, on March 4, 2018. With a degree in 

home economics, she worked as a home economist 
at Dutterers in Manchester, Md., and as a manager 
at Walden Bookstores. She was an active member of 
the various communities she lived in and, as a loyal 
Middlebury alumna, served as a class correspondent. 
In 2017 she returned for her 75th Reunion. Predeceased 
by husband Frederick ’42 and daughter Linda, she is 
survived by daughter Willow, and three grandchildren.

A 'O Carolyn Ohlander DePodwin, 96, of 
I ^  Pompton Plains, N.J., on December 25, 2017. 

After college she pursued graduate studies at Columbia 
Univ. She worked as a procurement officer for the U.S. 
Govt. Printing Office and then the United Nations un
til 1952. After raising her family, she began a career as 
a real estate broker in Maplewood, N.J. Predeceased 
by husband Horace ’44, she is survived by children 
Andrew, Margaret, and David ’81, six grandchildren, 
and two great-grandchildren.

A A Georgianna Hartdegen Booth, 95, of Glen 
I I Ridge, N.J., on December 24, 2017. With a 

degree from Yale School of Nursing and a master’s in 
special education from the Univ of Hartford, she had 
a long career as a school nurse and health educator, 
mainly in the Hartford, Conn., area. Predeceased by 
husband David, she is survived by daughter Constance, 
son Gregory, three grandchildren, and one great-grand
child.

A ^  Miriam Edmunds LeBaron, 93, of Marshall, 
I Va., on December 23, 2017. A Kappa Delta 

at Middlebury, her first job was as a dietician at Mass

General Hospital. Moving to Exeter, N.H., with her 
family, she became a realtor and opened Windsor 
Court Realty, which she operated for 15 years, before 
retiring to manage several family business endeavors. 
Predeceased by husband John ’49 and son John, she is 
survived by daughter Colby, sons Alden and Richard, 
and many grandchildren and great-grandchildren.

Doris Smith Earnshaw O’Coimor, 92, of Santa Cruz, 
Calif, on January 4, 2018. She worked as a volunteer 
in a village pubhc health cHnic in Mexico, traveled by 
motorcycle around postwar Europe, and taught for a 
year at a school for orphans in France. With a PhD in 
comparative literature from UC Berkeley, where she 
was involved in the creation of a Women Studies pro
gram, she taught at UC campuses in Berkeley, Irvine, 
and Davis. Upon retiring from the Davis faculty, she 
started a small press, Alta Vista Press, and published a 
series on women in political life at the state, national, 
and international levels. Predeceased hyson Philip, she 
is survived by children Linda, Denise, and John, eight 
grandchildren, and one great-grandchild.

Elizabeth G. Royce, 92, formerly of Denver, Colo., 
on March 18, 2018. A Kappa Kappa Gamma at 
Middlebury, she worked in education and publish
ing after college. Earning a master’s in Spanish from 
Middlebury, she taught Spanish and French at East 
High School then George Washington High School 
in Denver, retiring in 1985. In 1983, she received a 
Colorado Distinguished Teacher Award. She partici
pated on national committees to develop the SAT and 
AP exams in Spanish. Predeceased by brothers Bill and 
Bob ’53, she is survived by their family members, which 
include Middlebury relatives Nancy Peck Royce ’53, 
her sister-in-law, niece Susan Hardin, MA English ’02, 
and great-niece Charlotte Cahillane ’19.

A  ^ J e a n  Gunther, 92, of Martinsville, Va., on
I /  February 9, 2018. After working 10 years in 

textile fibers at DuPont, she went to work for the U.S. 
State Dept, as a foreign service officer and had tours 
in Munich, Warsaw, and Bucharest, as well as DC. and 
NYC, where she served at the U.S. Mission to the UN. 
She retired the first time in 1980 but then became a 
consultant with the CIA and FBI, training groups tar
geted against Eastern Europe espionage activities. She 
retired in 1988.

A Q  Elizabeth Robinson Bharucha, 90, of
I Middletown, Conn., on February 12, 2018. 

After earning her BA from the Univ of Michigan 
School of Music, she continued her musical studies 
at the Conservatoire de Paris. Marrying in Bombay, 
India, she lived in India for over 20 years. Moving back 
to the U.S., she earned a master’s in ethnomusicology 
from the City Univ. of New York. She served as or
ganist and music director at several churches in New

York and New Jersey, and then in Florida. Predeceased 
by husband Jal, she is survived by children Camille, 
Annaita, and Jamshed, five grandchildren, and two 
great-grandchildren.

Robert D. Fletcher, 91, of Colchester, Conn., on 
January 5, 2018. During'WWII, he served in the Army. 
He worked in various positions, including at Stanley 
Tools and A. Brown Company in Vermont. In retire
ment he drove for SEVCO until 1998. Predeceased 
by wife Marian, he is survived by daughters Deborah 
and Patricia, stepchildren Francis, Timothy, Pamela, 
Robert, and Alison, and many grandchildren, great
grandchildren, and great-great-grandchildren.

Esther Henderson Frederick, 91, of Cleverdale, 
N.Y, on December 30, 2017. An Alpha Xi Delta at 
Middlebury, she worked for many years in the gift shop 
at Suttons Market in Queensbury N.Y. Predeceased 
by husband Stanley, and son David, she is survived by 
children Holly, Peter, and Amy 10 grandchildren, and 
one great-grandchild.

John E. Krantz, 93, of Contoocook, N.H., on January 
3, 2018. A Delta UpsUon, he served in the Army in the 
Pacific Theater during "WWII. He attended MIT and 
Virginia Polytechnic Institute. He worked as an elec
trical engineer and later as a sales manager at Universal 
Instruments. Predeceased by grandson Ryan, he is 
survived by wife Elisabeth (Norton), children Jack, 
Jeannie, and Susie, and three grandsons.

Patricia Cole Vinther, 91, of Richland, Wash., on 
December 28, 2017. She was a member of Sigma Kappa 
at Middlebury. While raising her children, she was an 
active volunteer, especially as a sealer for the Red Cross 
Blood Donor Service. She and husband Paul had three 
children. Deceased Middlebury relatives include fa
ther William ’22, mother Edna (Volin) ’24, uncle Elbert 
Cole and aunt Ida Ainsworth Cole, both Class of 1915.

Carola Shelley Williams, 90, of Sarasota, Fla., on 
January 10, 2018. She worked for Eastern Air Lines 
after graduation. In 1967 she joined the St. Armands 
branch of Palmer Bank as a receptionist and worked 
there many years, being promoted to VP of customer 
service in 1980. Predeceased by husband Bill, she is sur
vived by son Doug.

A Constantine M. Broutsas, 92, ofBrattleboro, 
'  I y  Nt., on February 17, 2018. During WWII, he 
served in the Army in Germany A member of Kappa 
Delta Rho at Middlebury he went to work for the 
CIA as an intelligence officer, a job he stayed at for 25 
years. At the end of his service, he was presented with 
the Career Intelligence Medal for exceptional achieve
ment. His second career was in appraising and pur
chasing art, antiques, and rare books in the DC. area.
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The following is a list o f deaths reported to us since the pre

vious issue went to the printers. Full obituaries will appear in 

future issues o f the magazine.

Virginia Easier W ilson'3 5 ..............................May 9, 2018

Mariiynn Manning Baldwin '39........................June 13, 2018

A. Roger Clarke 39..........................................April 19, 2018

Verna George Bain'4 0 .................................April 22, 2018

Barbara-Ann Carrick Brooker '4 0 ..................April 11, 2018

L. Daniel Martin '41..........................................April 27, 2018

Edward E. Buttolph '42 ....................................May 16, 2018

Warren J. Hassmer '4 3 ....................................April 7, 2018

Edward T. Peach '4 3 .......................................  May 7, 2018

Neil P. Atkins '4 4 ................................................July 4, 2018

Dorothy Brown Clark ' 4 4 ..............................May 25, 2018

Louise Planck Terry '48 ....................................June 28, 2018

Mary Hicks Van Hoogenstyn'4 8 ..................May 5, 2018

Barbara Knapp Bull '4 9 .......................................July 7, 2018

Priscilla Noyes Crosson ' 4 9 ...........................June 21, 2018

Jean Smith Davies'4 9 ....................................April 23, 2018

Donald H. Henderson '4 9 ..............................May 24, 2018

William K. Mehibach Jr, '5 0 ...........................April 12, 2018

Sally Peek Nelson'50 .......................................April 3, 2018

John P. O 'C onnor' 5 0 .................................... June 22, 2018

Carolyn Sackett Coleburn'5 1 ........................May 19, 2018

Ellen Hight M orris '51 ....................................June 22, 2018

Martha Peck Burgess '5 2 .................................May 10, 2018

Robert J. Duclos'5 2 .......................................May 21, 2018

Jacqueline Willaredt belong '5 2 ..................April 26, 2018

Margaret Lewis West '52 .................................May 18, 2018

Deborah Ellis Mclntire '5 3 ..............................June 5, 2018

Virginia Reynolds Rowe '5 3 ..............................July 5, 2018

Orville S. E llio t'5 4 ....................................... January 1, 2015

Marcia Kraft Coin ' 5 4 .................................April 26, 2018

Rosina Chapin Cheney '55..............................May 24, 2018

Atherton "Pete" Noyes III ' 5 5 ........................May 8, 2018

Roald M. Schopp '5 6 .................................... April 22, 2018

James B. O ffu t t '57....................................... April 14, 2018

Charles A. Adam s'5 9 ....................................June 21, 2018

James M. Kater '5 9 ..........................................May 21, 2018

John R. Paust '5 9 .............................................June 16, 2018

Stanlee Lonsdale Schaffer '5 9 ........................June 13, 2018

David H. Hulihan '6 1 ..........................................May 12, 2018

Bruce N. Johnstone '61..................................... April 10, 2018

Karl B. Schneider'6 2 .......................................May 4, 2018

Michael M.T. Henderson '63...........................April 2, 2018

Carolyn Sharp Hamilton '6 6 ...........................May 21, 2018

Andrew J. Page '6 8 ..........................................June 17, 2018

Mary L. Thompson '72 .................................April 10, 2018

William R. Craig '77..........................................April 11, 2018

John T. Hayes '81.............................................June 24, 2018

GRADUATE SCHOOLS

Ruth E. Evans, M A  English ' 6 2 .................... March 12, 2018

Mary E. Staniels, M A  English '6 5 ....................June 13, 2018

Anne S. Kelley, M A  English '6 7 ...................... June 26, 2018

Roger S. Smith, M A  English '9 0 ........................May 7, 2018

Raymond R. Lagace, M A  French'63 . . . .  June 30, 2018

Rolland E. Fontaine, M A  French '6 6 ............April 21, 2018

Philip R. Tracy, M A  French '73........................April 7, 2016

Peter M. Frenzel, M A  German '6 1 ...............May 20, 2018

Edith Wagner Rentz, M A  German'63 . . . .  June 6, 2018

Emily Leland Moran, M A  Spanish '53............May 4, 2018

Roger D. Brink, M A  Spanish '55.....................April 14, 2018

Douglas H. Cooper, M A  Spanish '6 3 ............June 6, 2018

Florence Amzallag Tatistcheff,

M A  Spanish '6 7 ..........................................April 10, 2018

Cherie B. Palmer, M A  Spanish '72..................April 5, 2018

Ellen C. Ryan, M B A '8 3 .................................May 10, 2018

Ian J. OIney, M BA '0 4 ....................................April 11, 2018

Moving to Vermont, he opened Stone House Antiques. 
He is survived by sister Etsa Smith and many nieces 
and nephews, including Prentiss Smith ’74 and great- 
niece Sarah Lange ’13.

Edith Hendrickson Buttrick, 90, of Tulsa, Okla., 
on March zi, 2018. For three years she worked at the 
Educational Testing Service in Princeton, N.J., then 
helped her husband in his ministry at five different 
churches. She also was a substitute teacher of English 
and French for 29 years. She and husband Bob ’49 had 
three children, Karen, Steve, andjeanne, as well as sev
eral grandchildren.

Duncan K. Law, 92, formerly ofWest Newbury, Mass., 
on March 25, 2018. A member of Sigma Epsilon, he had 
a long career in sales, working for Stanley Chemical 
Co., and Randolph Products Co., where he stayed 34 
years, retiring in 1990. He and wife Constance (Kelly) 
’49 were married in 1949 and had two children, Duncan

’77 and Dana. Deceased Middlebury relatives include 
brother Johnstone ’47.

^  Noel C. Galen, 93, formerly of Machipongo, 
^  \ J  Va., on January 6, 2018. With a degree from 
UVM School of Medicine, he was the chief resident in 
psychiatry at Bellevue Hospital. He practiced psychia
try in New Jersey, New York, BeUze, and Zimbabwe. 
He was the president of the medical staff at Englewood 
Hospital and was an adjunct professor of psychiatry at 
NYU School of Medicine, In the 1980s, he taught at 
the Univ. of Zimbabwe medical school. He and his wife 
retired to a farm in Virginia. Predeceased by wife Doris 
(Peterson), he is survived by children Peter, Ruth, 
Diane, and Laura, eight grandchildren, and six great
grandchildren.

^  "I Charlotte Kastenbein Wendel, 88, of 
^  X Martinsburg, W.V., on January 31, 2018. After 
graduation, she taught in Hawaii until i960. In New

Jersey, she was an educational counselor for the 
Commission for the Blind. Moving to West Virginia, 
she worked in the financial aid office of Shepherd 
College for nine years and also taught piano. She is sur
vived by husband Bill, daughter Chris, son Bernie, and 
four grandchildren.

^  ̂  Barbara Oetjen Cocchini, 88, of Milan, 
^  jLé Italy, on January 29, 2018. With an MEd from 
Harvard Univ., she served on the Harvard faculty of 
research. Earning a Certificate for Handicapped at 
Syracuse Univ., she worked at the New Jersey State 
Commission for the Blind then worked 15 years for the 
Institute of International Education in NYC. Moving 
to Milan, she founded Cocchini Relocation to help 
expatriates settle in Italy and formed various support 
groups for the American community. She received the 
Lifetime Achievement Award from the expatriate com
munity and in 2000 was elected to the International 
Who’s Who of Professionals. Predeceased by husband 
Aldo, she is survived by son Carlo and sister Beverly 
Imgrund. Deceased Middlebury relatives include sis
ter Beatrice Cone ’49.

William F. Stotz Jr., 87, of Eugene, Ore., on January 
18, 2018. A member of Delta Upsilon, he earned his 
MBA from Harvard Univ. After three years in the 
Coast Guard, he joined Garrett Insurance Agency. In 
1970 he sold his interest in the agency and the family 
moved to Colorado, where birding and conservation 
became his main interests. Moving to Ashland, Ore., 
he served as the financial officer of a small construc
tion firm. He and wife Zanah (Garrett) had four chil
dren, Douglas, Diana, Mary, and Nancy.

^  ^  Jean Overhysser Arneberg, 86, of Belleair, 
^  ^  Fla., on February 6,2018. After living in Norway 
for five years, she and her family returned to the U.S. 
and eventually settled in Darien, Conn. Her major 
interests were founding and heading up a nonprofit 
organization devoted to funding Darien’s volunteer 
ambulance corps and working for low-income housing 
in Stamford. Predeceased by husband Tor, she is sur
vived by daughters Elisabeth, Marianne, and Karin, six 
grandchildren, and four great-grandchildren.

Nancy Watson Blandin, 86, of Cheektowaga, N.Y, 
on January 25, 2018. A member of Sigma Kappa at 
Middlebury, she began work with General Electric 
after graduation as an engineering aide, working on 
computers. She later worked in the lamp division do
ing the same job. After raising her children, she worked 
part time with computers. Predeceased by husband 
Bainbridge, she is survived by sons Christopher and 
Jonathan, and six grandchildren.

Janet Becker Eberhardt, 86, of Frederick, Md., on 
April 3, 2018. A Phi Mu at Middlebury, she received
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her BS in family and community development at the 
Univ. of Maryland, She was the director of social ser
vices at two life-care communities, Thomas House in 
Washington, D.C., and Collington Episcopal Life Care 
Community in Mitchellville, Md. She retired in 1997. 
Preceded in death by husband Bruce, she is survived by 
children Karen, David, and Mark, nine grandchildren, 
and nine great-grandchildren.

Paul W. Fuetterer, 87, of Beaufort, S.C., on March 24,
2018. A member of Delta Kappa Epsilon, he was com
missioned a second lieutenant in the Marine Corps in 
1953 and served until 1967, including in Vietnam, earn
ing several decorations. He also served in the Arizona 
National Guard from 1973 to 1990. In 1968 he worked 
for Mountain Bell then transferred to AT&T, retiring 
in 1992 as sales and marketing manager for Arizona/ 
New Mexico. He is survived by daughters Lisa, Maria, 
and Denise, nine grandchildren, and six great-grand
children.

Janet Bradley Harris, 86, of Englewood, Colo., on 
December 21, 2017, An Alpha Xi Delta at Middlebury, 
she earned a master’s in community psychology at 
Russell Sage College. She worked for many years for 
Saratoga (N.Y.) County in an office for the aging, the 
Dept, of Social Services in child welfare, and in adult 
and family services, retiring in 2000. She is survived by 
husband Don, daughters Sally, Gwen, Julie, Kate, and 
Laura, sons Andy and Dan, and 12 grandchildren.

Robert M. Hartt, 87, formerly of Greensboro, Vt., on 
February i, 2018. At Middlebury he was a member of 
Sigma Epsilon and played goalie on the hockey team. 
An avid outdoorsman, entrepreneur, and salesman, he 
established the Stowe Canoe Co., which he operated 
for 25 years. Following that he started the Davis Hill 
Weatherstick Co., selling weather-predicting sticks. 
Predeceased by son Pete, he is survived by sons Whit 
and Tim and four grandchildren.

Janet Pope Paulsen, 87, of Wilmot, N.H., on 
March 16, 2018. A member of Delta Delta Delta at 
Middlebury, she worked for a time as a social worker 
after college. While raising her family, she was an active 
volunteer in the community and worked in bookstores. 
In 1990, she joined her husband’s firm as receptionist/ 
secretary. Moving to New Hampshire, she began the 
“Feed the Freezer” program at her church, providing 
meals to struggling families. She is survived by husband 
Donald, children Peter, Lynn, Carl ’83, and Frederick, 
and five grandchildren. Middlebury relatives include 
brother Charles Pope (deceased) and niece Melissa 
Pope Eden ’82.

Ann Findley Wohl, 85, of the Woodlands, Texas, on 
January 28, 2018. She was part of the first class in the 
Harvard-Radcliffe Program in Business Administration

in 1955. She later returned to Harvard Business School 
to work as the assistant director of executive educa
tion. In 1974 she became the director of the Center 
for Management and Technical Programs at the Univ. 
of Colorado at Boulder and also worked at San Mateo 
College. In 1991 she was named the first director of the 
Executive Master in International Management pro
gram atThunderbird. Predeceased by son Richard, she 
is survived by son Charles, wife Marti, and two grand
daughters.

^  y i  Clive M. Coutts, 86, of Waitsfield, Vt., on 
^  I January 30,2018. A member of Delta Upsilon at 
Middlebury, he joined the family insurance/real estate 
agency, Robert Lloyd Coutts and Sons, in Morristown, 
N.J. As a broker, he owned and operated the real estate 
office until retiring in 1990. Moving to Waitsfield, he 
and his wife opened the Featherbed Inn, which they 
ran until 2004. He is survived by wife Tracey (Brennan), 
children Heather, Jenna, Kara, Emily, Chve, David, and 
Steven, three stepchildren, and many grandchildren. 
Middlebury relatives include nephew Robert Coutts 
IH’65.

Stephen J. Maddock, 8;, of Lyme, N.H., on March 
27, 2018. A member of Alpha Sigma Psi at Middlebury, 
he obtained his bachelor’s from the Univ. of Colorado. 
With a master’s in geology from Harvard and a PhD 
in natural resource management from the Univ. of 
Michigan, he was an assistant professor at North 
Carolina Univ. and then Shaw Univ. before becoming 
the associate executive director of the Appalachian 
Mountain Club’s Boston office. Later he served as 
an environmental specialist for the North Atlantic 
Regional Office of the National Park Service. He is 
survived by wife Margot (Hunter), children Stephen, 
Elizabeth, and Katherine, and five grandchildren.

James R. Ralph, 84, of Amherst, Mass., on December 
21, 2017. He was a member of Chi Psi at Middlebury. 
After graduating from Yale Medical School, he served 
two years in the Air Force as a captain. Moving to 
Amherst in 1963, he worked as a physician at the Univ. 
of Massachusetts Health Services until retirement in 
1997, serving as assistant medical director for 26 years. 
He also worked as a physician for several athletic 
teams. He was a recipient of a Chancellor’s Citation 
Award for meritorious service and was inducted into 
the UAIass Athletic Hall of Fame. He is survived by 
wife Edith (Aeschliman), sons Jim ’82, Lee, Jon, and 
David, and seven grandchildren, including Jessie ’16 
and Jack ’18 Ralph.

^  ^  Robert P. Beattie, 85, ofFruita, Colo., on April 
J  J  1,2018. A member of Sigma Epsilon, he coached 
Middlebur/s ski team before taking a head coaching 
position at the Univ. of Colorado in Boulder. In 1961 
he was named the head alpine coach of the US. Ski

Team, taking the team to the 1964 Olympics where 
skiers Billy Kidd and Jimmie Heuga medaled, the first 
American men to earn Olympic medals in alpine ski
ing. In the mid-1960s, he created, with others, the 
alpine World Cup, the sport’s international racing 
circuit, as well as the dual racing format. Resigning in 
1969, he founded and became president ofWorld Wide 
Ski Corp., a ski and sports marketing company He was 
also named by SKI magazine as the commissioner of 
NASTAR, the recreational ski racing program. In 1965 
he began color commentating for ABC Sports, call
ing one of the Winter Olympic’s most famous races 
in 1976, the downhill run of Franz Klammer, who cap
tured gold. In 1986, he began hosting “Ski World with 
Bob Beattie” for ESPN. In 1983 he was honored as the 
first recipient of the AT&T Skiing Award, in 1984 he 
was inducted into the National Ski Hall of Fame, and 
in 1993 he was inducted into the Colorado Sports Hall 
of Fame. He is survived by wife Marci Cohen, daughter 
Susan, son Zeno, six grandchildren, and eight great
grandchildren. Middlebury relatives include brother 
John ’56.

M. Agnes Day, 84, of Wrentham, Mass., on May 28, 
2017. Named Sarah Alice Mary Day, she was born in 
Baguio, Philippine Islands, and spent most of her child
hood there. In October 1952 she entered the Catholic 
Church and in June 1956, entered Mt. St. Mary’s Abbey 
in Wrentham. Named Sister Agnes, she received the 
habit in December 1956, made temporary profession in 
September 1958, and made Solemn Vows in December 
1961. She served as the Abbess’s secretary, vocation 
director, and finally Prioress. In 1986 she became the 
Abbess, serving 22 years until her retirement at age 75.

Bruce Flournoy Duncan, 84, of Columbus, Ohio, 
on December 20, 2017. She was an active member of 
the Columbus community, involved with the Buckeye 
Ranch, the Childhood League Center, the National 
Society of Colonial Dames of America, and the 
Columbus Museum of Art. Predeceased by husband 
Basil, she is survived by daughter Kennon, son Skip ’84, 
and four grandchildren.

Harvey A. Kaplan Jr., 86, of Alpharetta, Ga., on 
February 13, 2018. A Chi Psi at Middlebury, he was an 
Army veteran. With a master’s in social service, he 
worked for many years as a social worker at the VA 
Hospital in Montrose, N.Y, for Catholic Charities, 
and lastly for the NYC school system as a social coun
selor for troubled teens in a Bronx school. He also 
worked as a marriage counselor. He is survived by wife 
Judith (Puertas), children Harvey, Charles, Jeffrey, 
Jennifer, Annette, and Kenneth, and 12 grandchildren.

Nancy Heiland Worthington, 86, of Brunswick, 
Maine, on February 24, 2018. A Delta Delta Delta at 
Middlebury, she also attended the Ringling School of
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Art and earned a master’s in teaching from William 
Patterson College. She was a special education teacher 
for BOCES for 13 years in Suffern, N.Y. In retirement 
she volunteered at Bridgton, Maine, Public Library, 
reading to children and doing finger plays and was 
known as Mother Goose. She is survived by husband 
Richard ’53, children Arm, Steven, Peter, and Eric, and 
nine grandchildren.

^  ̂  Samuel B. Boynton Jr., 83, of Hyde Park, Vt., 
J  /  on January 4, 2018. He was a member of Chi Psi 
at Middlebury He joined the family business, Boynton 
and Boynton Insurance Co., and rose to the position 
of president and retired as chairman of the board after 
a long and distinguished career. He is survived by wife 
Judith, children Susan and Burr, stepchildren Laura 
and Wdliam, and seven grandchildren.

Jane M. Cameron, 82, of Okatie, S.C., on January 29, 
2018. She was a Theta Chi Omega at Middlebury. A 
certified purchasing manager, she worked as a senior 
buyer for Polaroid and a contracts manager for Fidelity 
Investments in Boston. In 2006 she moved to South 
Carolina as a chief compliance officer for Dividend 
Assets Capital, retiring in 2016. She is survived by her 
brother, Thomas.

Lawrence M. CaseUini, 82, of Manchester, Conn., 
on January 29, 2018. A member of Alpha Sigma Psi, 
he earned a BS in mechanical engineering from MIT 
and an MS in aerospace engineering from Penn 
State. He worked as an engineer for Electric Boat in 
Groton, Conn., United Aircraft Research Labs in East 
Hartford, and Traveler’s Insurance as a senior VP be
fore returning to aerospace engineering to design a 
washer and dryer for the Space Lab. He completed his 
employment with Johnson and Higgins. He is survived 
by wife Edith (Lawson), sons John, Mark, and David, 
and seven grandchildren.

Rosario M. Rausa, 81, of Vienna, Va., on January 4, 
2018. A member of Phi Kappa Tau, he played foot
ball, basketball, and baseball at Middlebury He went 
through Aviation Officer Candidate School and earned 
his Navy Wings of Gold in 1959. He had a 30-year ca
reer in the Navy, logging 4,400 flight hours, and he was 
nominated for the Navy Cross for a mission in Vietnam 
when he saved the lives of seven soldiers. During his 
career, he served as the editor of 'Wings o f Gold maga
zine, the voice of the Assoc, of Naval Aviation. He also 
authored some nonfiction books on aviation-related 
subjects and wrote a memoir. Gold Wings, Blue Sea. He is 
survived by wife Neta (Lloyd), children Anna, Rosario, 
Emily, Rachel, and Michael, and eight grandchildren. 
Middlebury relatives include brother Thomas ’60.

58Roscoe K. Fawcettjn, 81, of Lyons Falls, N.Y., 
on January i, 2018. ATheta Chi at Middlebury,

he earned his BA from UPenn and attended Univ of 
Virginia Law School. He had a long career in advertis
ing, marketing, and publishing in NYC and upon re
tirement was active in the community of Lyons Falls. 
Predeceased by first wife Pamela and daughter Mary, he 
is survived by wife Mary, sons Kent and Scott, daughter 
Dinah, eight grandchildren, and one great-grandchild.

Frank N. Hurt, 81, of Gilford, N.H., on March 15, 
2018. A member of Sigma Epsilon, he excelled on the 
Midd ski team and qualified for the i960 U.S. Olympic 
Team as an alternate. He also served in the Army as a 
second lieutenant. He had a long career in the ski in
dustry, starting as a sales rep for Lund Ski Co., then 
moving to Dynamic Ski Co. and Head Ski Co. He 
became executive VP of Atomic Ski USA in Bedford, 
Mass., where he worked for 20 years. He became a 
runner, winning many races and was inducted into the 
New England Runner’s Hall of Fame. He was also hon
ored by the New England Ski Museum. He is survived 
by former wife Darcy Wolf, sons Demian and Joshua, 
and three grandchildren.

Harry T. Jones HI, 82, of Bernardsville, N.J., on 
February 17, 2018. A Chi Psi at Middlebury, he joined 
the Marine Corps in 1958 and served in the U.S. and 
Okinawa. He was a principal in the Tower Jones Co., 
which handled the sale and distribution of manufac
turing equipment primarily to the pharmaceutical 
and food production industries. Predeceased by wife 
Judith (Johnson) ’58, he is survived by son Harry and 
two grandchildren.

^  Ç \ Paul S. Koumrian, 79, of Newport, R.I., on 
J  y  January 25, 2018. He was a member of Delta 
Upsilon at Middlebury With a Bachelor of Sacred 
Theology from the General Theological Seminary, he 
spent over 40 years serving Episcopal congregations in 
the dioceses of Long Island, Connecticut, New Jersey, 
Massachusetts, and Rhode Island. He is survived by 
son Timothy and wife Shane, and two grandchildren.

Sally Newell Maider, 80, of Seattle, Wash., on 
February 4, 2018. She was a member of Kappa Kappa 
Delta at Middlebury and at the Univ. of Washington, 
where she earned her BA. While raising her children 
she was an active volunteer. She worked for a business 
called the Last Hand, did videotaping for insurance 
and deposition purposes, and worked 13 years as a real 
estate agent for Windermere. She is survived by hus
band Dick ’58, children David, Martha, and Thomas, 
and nine grandchildren.

y  Ann Meeker Silver, 79, formerly ofScarsdale,
U  vy N.Y, on December 30, 2017. At Middlebury 
she was a member of Delta Delta Delta. After college 
she earned a certificate in teaching and taught elemen
tary school for several years. She was a devoted mother

and grandmother to her family She is survived by hus
band Dan ’62, children Barney and Jessica, and five 
grandchildren.

y  ~t Robert B. Fredrickson, 77, of Leawood,
X. Kansas, on March 18, 2018. A Kappa Delta Rho 

at Middlebury, he joined the Navy as an ensign after 
graduation and was a member of the Navy Reserve for 
30 years. With a master’s in economics from Columbia, 
his first job was with Procter and Gamble in Cincinnati. 
He then worked for the Quaker Oats Co. as a distribu
tion planning analyst and later for Anheuser-Busch Co. 
as manager of transportation planning. Predeceased 
by wife Sally (Shineman) ’61, he is survived by children 
David and Karen, and one grandson. Middlebury rela
tives include father Donald ’25, mother Dorothy ’25 
(both deceased), brother Donald ’54, and niece Nancy 
Fredrickson ’84.

^  Julian D. Fischer, 77, of Rockland, Maine, 
on April 2, 2018. A member of Theta Chi at 

Middlebury, he earned his bachelor’s at Boston Univ. 
After graduate work in maritime history at UNH, he 
and his wife lived in Rome, Italy, and he worked as a 
sculptor. Moving back to the U.S., they lived in Vermont 
before moving to Maine, where he pursued a career as 
a lobsterman for almost 30 years. He is survived by wife 
Tanya (Pertzoff), daughters Anastasia, Alexandra, and 
Ariana, and five grandchildren. Middlebury relatives 
include great-grandfather Jonathan Blanchard, Class 
of 1832 (deceased), and brother Frederic ’61.

Stephen J. Green, 77, of Berlin, Vt., on January 30, 
2018. A member of Chi Psi, he was one of the College’s 
first volunteers in the Peace Corps. A humanitarian, 
he spent over 40 years setting up refugee camps in 
war-torn countries around the world. He retired from 
the UN, where he worked primarily in international 
emergency assistance. He authored several books, and 
wrote numerous articles and columns. He served on 
the Berlin (Vt.) selectboard and in the Vermont legis
lature. He is survived by wife Helgard-Gisa, daughters 
Tatiana and Annika, and six grandchildren.

William S. Jackson, 77, of Montrose, Colo., on 
December 31, 2017. A member of Delta Upsilon, he 
served rwo years in the Army as assistant adjutant and 
garrison company executive in Frankfurt, Germany. 
With a law degree from Colorado School of Law, he 
worked as a private attorney, public defender, deputy 
district attorney, and probation officer over the years. 
He is survived by wife Carol (Intlekofer), children 
William, Eric, and Alexis, and one grandchild.

Frederick R. Magnus, 77, ofjackson. Mo., on January 
22, 2018. He was in Phi KappaTauat Middlebury. With 
a master’s in forestry from Michigan State Univ., he 
worked for the U.S. Forest Service as a forester and
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wilderness ranger for 29 years. He is survived by wife 
Carole (Holstein), daughter Rika, son Gene, four 
grandchildren, and one great-grandson.

Bonnie Boyd Russ, 77, of Hingham, Mass., on March 
31, 2018. An active member of Pi Beta Phi, she gradu
ated summa cum laude and was inducted into Phi 
Beta Kappa. While raising her children, she was very 
involved in giving back to her community. She taught 
parenting classes through the Head Start program, 
and later taught English as a second language to the 
Hispanic community in Southwest Florida. She is 
survived by husband Sherman ’60, children Robin ’85, 
Craig ’85, Chris, and Amy, and six grandchildren, in
cluding Ohvia Aborn ’15.

William H. Strong, 77, ofWaxhaw, N.C., on December 
14, 2017. A member of Chi Psi at Middlebury, he served 
in the Army after college, which included duty in Korea. 
Earning his MBA in 1967 from Thunderbird School of 
International Management, he worked for Lockheed 
International before working at Teledyne as VP of the 
international division for 19 years, traveling all over the 
world for business, especially in South America and 
Southeast Asia. He then worked at McCrometer from 
1992 to 2010, when he retired. He is survived by wife 
Linda and daughters Abigail and Elizabeth.

A Thomas D. Gerber, 75, of Silverthorne, 
sJ I Colo., on February 27, 2018. A member of 
Alpha Sigma Psi at Middlebury, he was a teacher and 
researcher, who valued learning and was always open to 
new ideas. He is survived by a brother and sister and 
their families.

^  ^  Dexter B. Blake Jr., 74, formerly of 
x j  ̂  Bernardsville, N.J., on January 17, 2018. He 
earned his law degree from Seton Hall Univ. School of 
Law and had a private practice for many years. He then 
became an associate broker for Sotheby’s Real Estate. 
He is survived by sons Dexter, Darren, and Dennis, and 
three grandchildren. Deceased Middlebury relatives 
include aunt Lois Robinson Blake ’28.

Nancy French Dodge, 74, of Stewartstown, N.H., 
on January 20, 2018. After earning her BA at UNH, 
she earned a master’s in library science from Simmons 
College. She was a reference librarian at St. Michael’s 
College, Vt., for many years before moving to New 
Hampshire. For 18 years she was the librarian for the 
Vocational Technical College in Portsmouth before 
retiring. She then pursued interests in genealogy and 
mapping the cemeteries of northern New Hampshire 
and Vermont. She published three volumes on the sub
ject. She is survived by many cousins and friends.

Elaine Henrici McKay, 74, of San Pablo Etla, Mexico, 
on January 24, 2018. A Pi Beta Phi at Middlebury,

she taught at the Professional Children’s School in 
Manhattan in the 1970s. After owning and running 
Free Being Records, she launched the business Five 
Eggs: All Things Japanese in 1979 in SoHo in NYC 
and ran it 15 years before moving the business to Santa 
Fe, New Mexico. In 2008 she closed the store and re
tired to Mexico. She is survived by children Hanako 
Iwahashi and Zuishu Hanafusa, and two grandchildren. 
Middlebury relatives include brother Craig Henrici ’75.

John R. \Xyhof, 74, of Sanford, N.C., on January 13, 
2018. A member of Kappa Delta Rho, he earned his 
master’s and PhD in physics from Oklahoma State 
Univ. An author of several patents, industry standards, 
and test measures, he was an expert in the field of re
prographics, specializing in copiers, toners, and ink. 
He worked for various companies, including as tech
nical director of imaging supplies at Static Control 
Components. He is survived hy wife Nancy Lou 
(Porter) ’64, daughters Karen and Rebecca, and two 
grandchildren.

/T Louise Pike Leach, 74, of West Warwick, 
x j  x j  R.I., on March 2, 2018. With a bachelor’s in 
English and a teacher’s certificate from the Univ. of 
Rhode Island, she worked as a teacher, ran a book
mobile, and served as a business librarian for Arthur 
Andersen and Co. She is survived by daughters Lisa 
and Leslie.

Judith Stern Mettee, 73, of Dover, N.H., on March 5, 
2018. After graduation, she taught elementary school 
for two years in St. Croix and then taught special 
education in Burlington, Vt., Philadelphia, and New 
York. After raising her children, she worked 20 years 
at Community Partners Foundation in various capaci
ties, including managing quality assurance and nursing. 
She was an active member of many community orga
nizations. She is survived by husband Jack ’66, sons 
Zachary and Jed, and four grandchildren.

Erie H. Morse, 74, of Belgrade, Maine, on December 
21, 2017. A member of Delta Kappa Epsilon, he earned 
his master’s in political science from the Univ of 
Vermont. He had a lifelong career in education, begin
ning as an instructor in political science at Johnson 
(Vt.) State College, where he was also the ski coach. 
In 1979, he joined the faculty at Gould Academy in 
Bethel, Maine, and served as athletic director, head 
alpine ski coach, and director of the physical educa
tion program. He also taught eighth grade English in 
Falmouth, Maine. He is survived by wife Esther Pcrne.

Q  Michael “Kenny” Donovan, 71, of Duluth, 
U  O  Minn., on January 17, 2018. A member of Chi 
Psi at Middlebury, he served as a first lieutenant in the 
Army in Vietnam. With a law degree from the Univ. 
of Minnesota Law School, he practiced at Fryberger,

W. KYLE PRESCOTT 

MARCH 17, 1927-MAY 7, 2018

Trustee Emeritus W. Kyle Prescott, 91. of Mississauga, 
Ontario, died on May 7, 2018. A member of the Class of 
1949, he graduated with a degree in economics and was a 
star player on the hockey team, a member of the football 
team, and a loyal member of Delta Upsilon. After college, 
he moved to Montreal to join his father’s business, Prescott 
and Company. He learned the international raw materi
als Import business from his father and over the next 44 
years grew the business and moved the headquarters to 
Mississauga. Upon retirement, he passed the company to 
his sons.

His love for Middlebury remained a driving force 
throughout his life. He served for many years as an Alumni 
Admissions Volunteer, cofounded the College Alumni 
Association of Canada, served as an officer of the associa
tion, and hosted many alumni events. He and wife Eleanor 
are credited with helping launch the National Alumni 
Admissions Program. In 1976 he received the Alumni 
Plaque Award in recognition of his service to Middlebury, its 
students, and alumni. In 1980 he and wife Eleanor gifted a 
clock for the Old Chapel spire. In recognition of his work for 
the Admissions Office, he was awarded the first Neuberger 
Alumni Admissions Award in 1993 and in 1997 the College 
named a residential social house Prescott House in his hon
or.

In 1978 he was elected to the Board of Trustees and 
served the maximum term until 1993 and was honored with 
trustee emeritus status. As a trustee, he served on 11 differ
ent committees, learning about every facet of the College. 
Upon his retirement from the Board of Trustees, the fol
lowing statement was released: “Whenever and wherever 
this College has had a need, Kyle Prescott has been there. 
Often, by the time we found out we had a need, Kyle had 
already recognized it, reviewed it, and had a plan on the 
table."

He is survived by wife Eleanor (Barker) ’48. sons David 
’73 and Peter '76. daughter Kyle Ann ‘77, six grandchildren, 
and six great-grandchildren.
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Buchanan, Smith, and Frederick for 44 years. He is 
survived by wife Ann, daughters Katie and Megan, son 
Sean, and one grandchild. Middlebury relatives include 
brother Terry ’73, brother-in-law Dates ’63, and neph
ew Dates Fryberger ’97.

^  Amelia Burnham Kerrigan, 70, of Santa 
VJ y  Maria, Calif, on December 27, 2017. A Delta 
Delta Delta at Middlebury, she attended Cornell 
Medical School and completed her psychiatric resi
dency at the Univ. of Virginia. She worked in private 
practice before moving to Amherst, Mass., and work
ing for Kaiser Permanente, often doing rotations at the 
Northampton jail. She finished her career in private 
practice, retiring in 2004. She is survived by husband 
Wally, and children Brian and Ann. Middlebury rela
tives include nephew Morgan Byrne ’05.

^  "1 Howard N. Verman, 67, of Charlotte, Vt., on 
/  X January 2, 2018. With an MEd from the Univ. 
of Vermont, he had a lifelong career in education. He 
taught at the elementary school level for many years 
before leaving teaching and becoming the director 
of the Vermont Facilitator Center. In 1985 he helped 
found the Lake Champlain Waldorf School. In 1997 
he was hired as the principal at the Brewster Pierce 
Elementary School in Huntington, Vt. At the time 
of his death, he was a senior partner at Strategies for 
College. He is survived by wife Katherine and sons 
Stephen and William.

^  Karin Awtrey Akerson, 67, of McLean, Va., 
/  y  on March 27, 2018. After earning her bachelor’s 
from American Univ, she worked in a variety of posi
tions, including as a librarian and as a docent at the 
National Gallery of Art in Washington, DC. She is 
survived by husband Daniel, children Keith, Gretchen, 
and Elizabeth, and four grandchildren.

^  ^  Stephen E. Townsend, 64, of Bedford, N.H., 
/  y  onjanuary 19,2018. A member of Sigma Epsilon 
at Middlebury, he earned his MBA from the Univ. of 
Rochester. After working several years for various 
companies in corporate finance, he joined Digital 
Equipment Corp. in corporate finance and business 
strategy. In 1996 he left Digital to join PC Connection 
as senior director of business management. He is sur
vived by wife Deborah (Oliver) and daughters Liza ’08 
and Alice.

Q  1 Laurie Baker Bartholomae, 58, of West 
O  XBoylston, Mass., on March 3, 2018. With a mas
ter’s in Spanish from Middlebury, she taught foreign 
languages at the high school level for many years. After 
earning a second master’s in clinical psychology from 
Assumption College, she became an autism specialist. 
She is survived by husband Guillermo, MA Spanish ’92, 
and daughters Carissa and Constanza.

Q  George S. Shively, 56, of Bronxville, N.Y., on 
O  y  March 29, 2018. With a law degree from New 
York Univ. School of Law, he had a successful legal 
career, culminating in his final position as senior vice 
president, deputy general counsel, and chief invest
ment counsel of New York Life Insurance Co., where 
he’d worked since 2006. He is survived by wife Jenny 
(Hume), and sons Ben, Zach, and Joe.

Q  ^ J o h n  R. Henley, 53, of Avon, N.C., on March 
O  /  27,2018. He worked as a systems analyst for var
ious insurance companies in Connecticut for his career. 
With a passion for the environment, he was a founding 
member of the Colchester, Conn., Land Trust. He was 
also a gifted photographer. He is survived by children 
Connor, Brenna, and Quintin.

F. Galen Hoskin, 53, of Piedmont, Calif, onjanuary 
10, 2018. After college he was a buyer in Asia for the 
R.H. Macy department store. Earning an MBA from 
Columbia, he joined the Capital Group in L.A., ana
lyzing Asian investments. He later became a portfolio 
manager in New World Fund, Capital International 
Global Equity Fund, and portfolio manager and prin
cipal investment officer of American Funds Insurance 
Global Growth Fund. He is survived by wife Dina 
Wolkoff ’88, children Ben ’17, Sonia, and Guo Hsing, 
and stepdaughter Dalia.

^  ^  J. Brooks Fisher, 43, of Boulder, Colo., on 
y  U  January 28, 2018. He was a founder and board 
member of Centerstone Technologies and PedPed 
LLC. An accomplished outdoorsman, he owned and 
operated Whisper Mountain Ranch. He is survived by 
wife Sara, children Ashley and Cayden, and stepdaugh
ter Bella.

Q  Gregory A. Burkett, 42, of Cambridge, Mass., 
y  O  on March 5, 2018, after a courageous battle 
with brain cancer. He was a teacher, mentor, guide, and 
friend to many. He is survived by wife Dana (Garvey), 
and daughters Etta and Faye.

STAFF

Marguerite Secoy Holdman, 90, of Middlebury, 
Vt., on April 10, 2018. In August 1966 she joined the 
staff at Middlebury College and worked until 1986, 
retiring from the Office of the Dean of Students. 
She also helped her husband in the development of 
William P. Holdman Trucking Company, a milk trans
port firm that served the milk and dairy businesses 
all over the Northeast. Predeceased by first husband 
Maurice “Moose” Provoncha, second husband William 
Holdman, son Joseph, and stepson Steven, she is sur
vived by daughters Marcia and Mary, son Charles, step
children Jane, Sally, Joan, and Susanne, 15 grandchil
dren, and 14 great-grandchildren.

Carol Clark Knauss, 80, of Bridport, Vt., on May 18, 
2018. She joined the staff at the Bread Loaf Writers’ 
Conference in May 1975 as a secretary. She became the 
coordinator, an important part of the conference staff, 
and served until 2001 in that capacity. She possessed 
an encyclopedic memory for the names, faces, and de
tails of conference participants and was a warm, steady, 
and unflappable presence. Many will remember the 
way she accented her attire at lawn parties with a purse 
shaped like a loaf of bread. She is survived by children 
David and Martha, and two grandchildren.

Elsie Wood Munson, 86, of Shoreham, Vt., on April 
19, 2018. She worked as a seamstress and a cook at the 
high school, and in 1982, she joined the dining services 
at the College. She transferred to facilities services in 
1991 and remained a custodian until her retirement 
in 1994. She is survived by companion Austin Taylor, 
daughter Ella, son Kenneth, five grandchildren, and 13 
great-grandchildren.

GRADUATE SCHOOLS

A Meredith Bragg Raymond, 99, MA English, 
y  of Amherst, Mass., on February 26, 2018. She 

joined the faculty of UMass Amherst in 1964 in the 
English Dept, and authored and edited several works 
over the years. She retired as professor emerita.

A A Meriel McAllister Carriker, 100, MA 
l" l" French, ofWayland, Mass., on December 16, 

2017. She taught junior and senior high school French 
and Spanish for many years.

A Yolanda FargnoU Talamo, 90, MA Spanish, 
y  of Greensburg, Pa., onjanuary 21, 2018. Her 

passion as an educator was evident by her years of dedi
cation as a Spanish teacher at Hempfield (Pa.) High 
School.

Marion Malloy Saltsman, 87, MA French, of 
y  y  Chevy Chase, Md., on February i, 2018. Her hus
band’s job took her to many places around the world, 
including Iran, Morocco, France, and Switzerland.

^  ^  William E. Beauchamp, 83, MA French, of 
y  U  Dallas, Texas, on February 8, 2018. He taught 
at Columbia Univ. before joining the faculty of Souther 
Methodist Univ. in 1974, where he taught French, 
French literature, gender studies, and religious and 
philosophical thought and pioneered the study of gay 
literature. He was awarded the Perrine Prize for out
standing teaching and scholarship and was named an 
Altshuler Distinguished Teaching Professor. He re
tired in 2013 with professor emeritus status.

^  ̂  C. Richard Beam, 92, MA German, of 
y  /  Millersville, Pa., on January 26, 2018. During 
WWll, he served in the 99th Infantry Division, 393rd
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Infantry Regiment in Europe. He taught German in 
the Dept, of Foreign Languages at Millersville State 
College, attaining full professorship in 1986. He estab
lished the Center for Pennsylvania German Studies at 
Millersville for the study of the Pennsylvania German 
culture in America.

^  Q  Robert G. Foster, 87, MA English, of Potsdam, 
^  O  N.Y., on December 15, 2017. After teach
ing high school Enghsh, he taught English at SUNY 
Potsdam from 1963 until retiring in 1999 as associate 
professor emeritus.

Stanley A. Werner, 92, MA English, of Olympia, 
Wash., on March 25, 2018. He was a secondary school 
teacher of English and theater for 33 years. In retire
ment, he taught speed reading and theater in area 
schools for the Saratoga (N.Y.) Board of Cooperative 
Education.

^  John L. Tyrer, 90, MA English, of Fort 
^  y  Myers, Fla., on January 24, 2018. He served 
in Germany in the Army of Occupation, ist Infantry 
Division, as a chaplain’s assistant. He taught in pri
vate schools before becoming the headmaster of the 
Asheville (N.C.) School, retiring after 28 years in 1992.

John P. Bianco, 85, MA Spanish, of Endwell, 
X. N.Y, on December i-j, 2017. He taught Spanish 

for the Vestal (N.Y.) Central School District for 34 
years.

^  ^  Jules F. Eberhard, 8j, MA German, of 
W  .w  Cambridge, Vt., on March 22, 2018. Born in 
Switzerland, he came to the U.S. and had an early career 
in the ski industry He then worked for SOS Children’s 
Villages, helping build villages.

^  ^  Joan Stockdale Belden, 80, MA French, 
U  of Palo Alto, Calif, on January 10, 2018. She 

taught French in Palo Alto and also served as a French 
tutor in Senegal to children of the U.S. Ambassador.

Albert B. Bergquist, 84, MA English, of Olympia, 
Wash, on March 30, 2018. A lifelong educator and ad
ministrator, he worked at various schools then founded 
Baker River School in New Hampshire with his wife. 
They also led Solebury School and he cofounded 
the Thurston County Dispute Resolution Center in 
Olympia.

f  ^  Frances Cullinan Rosson, 77, MA French, of 
U  /  Albuquerque, N.M., on February 7, 2018. She 
taught French at various schools, including Manzano 
High School, where she was also the Foreign Language 
Dept, head for many years.

^  Q  James L. Ivey, 84, MA French, of Norwood, 
v J  O  N.C., on January 4, 2018. A proud veteran, he 
served with the Army Signal Corps in Paris. He taught 
French and English as a second language at various uni
versities in North Carolina and Ohio.

^  Joaim Sydow Berg, 71, MA German, of 
y  Dodgeville, Wis., on December ii, 2017. She 

worked 34 years for the Wacker Corp., ultimately be
coming manager of the publishing dept., where she ed
ited and wrote technical publications in German.

^  "I Pamela G. Wrigley, 69, MA Spanish, of 
/  JL Washington, D.C., on January 19, 2018. She 
taught Spanish and coached volleyball for many years 
at the Maret School. She connected with the Virginia 
Migrant Education Program and worked in migrant 
camps and local school communities improving edu
cation for children. Through ESCORT educational 
services at SUNY Oneonta, she trained hundreds of 
teachers in migrant education.

^  ̂  Christopher M. Prahl, 66, MA Spanish, of 
/  y  Canaan, N.H., on January 16, 2018. He taught 
Spanish, worked in banking and municipal, ran a 
bed and breakfast, then became a lab technician at 
Dartmouth-Hitchcock Medical Center.

’~ j ̂  Herbert S. Hampton, 65, MA German, of 
/  U  Baytown, Texas, on February 19, 2018. He 
taught 26 years at Cedar Bayou Junior School in 
Baytown and Robert E. Lee High School in Tyler, 
Texas, and also coached basketball, football, tennis, 
and track.

7  Q  PeterR. Laizik, 82,MAGerman, ofPinehurst, 
/  O  N.C., on November 26, 2017. He served 28 
years in the Army, which included two combat tours 
in Vietnam, and four years of teaching at West Point, 
retiring as a lieutenant colonel. He then worked in in
ternational marketing for Kissling Sondertechnik in 
Sulz, Germany

^  Nina Pronskaya Colcord, 93, MA Russian, of 
/  y  Yarmouth, Maine, on March 14, 2018. Born in 
Russia, she was taken to Germany by Nazis as a teenag
er and worked as a translator. Coming to the U.S. with 
her husband, she had a long teaching career in Maine, 
reaching at both the high school and college levels.

^  Cheryl Cobb StagI, 72, MA French, of Lacona, 
y  .^N .Y , on February 12, 2018. She worked first as 
a nurse then went into teaching French at Sandy Creek 
Central School.

HUGUETTE-LAURE KNOX 

NOVEMBER 16, 1940-MAY 11, 2018

Huguette-Laure Knox, 77, lecturer emerita in French, 

passed away May 11, 2018, at her home in North Bethesda, 

Maryland. A  native o f Beaulieu-sur-mer on the French 

Riviera, she was educated at the Université dAix-Marseille 

and held the national CAPES degree in English. She 

came to the United States in 1965, teaching French at the 

Independent Day School in Durham, Connecticut, at the 

Yale University summer session, and later at Case Western 

Reserve University in Cleveland, Ohio.

She joined the Middlebury faculty in 1969 in the French 

Department, where she taught until her retirement in 2004. 

She was a lead teacher when the Language Schools insti

tuted its Intensive Language Program for undergraduates 

in 1973, and for over 20 years she taught the Introduction 

to Contemporary France course during the academic year, 

preparing hundreds of Middlebury students for study in 

France. Based on what her colleagues called an encyclope

dic knowledge of contemporary France, that course also led 

to publication in France of multiple editions o f the textbook 

P/us fa  change: la France en tre  h ie r e t dem ain, coauthored 

with her husband, Edward Knox, Middlebury professor 

emeritus o f  French,

Huguette’s intellectual curiosity and enthusiasms made 

her a mainstay at campus lectures, concerts, and theater 

productions. An ardent traveler and hiker, she returned an

nually to France while also developing a special affection for 

the American Southwest. As a gracious host and fine cook, 

she entertained junior and senior faculty alike, as well as col

leagues from across the Language Schools.

“ I think Huguette had a romance with life," noted 

Middlebury Trustee Frank Sesno '77, a student of ffuguette. 

“She brought energy into every room, wit to any conver

sation, and a unique perspective to her observations about 

everything. I am fortunate beyond words to have known and 

learned from Huguette Knox in so many ways. She will be 

deeply missed by all who knew her.”

She was well-respected by fellow faculty as well as in the 

classroom. Nancy O'Connor, the Lois Watson Professor 

Emerita o f French, taught alongside her for decades. She 

says, “ I had come to think of Huguette as a force o f nature..., 

she was a generous friend and a demanding and widely re

spected mentor to her students."

A  devoted spouse, mother, and grandmother, she is 

survived by husband Ed. sons Olivier and Christophe, and 

three grandsons.
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Classifieds
ANTIQUES

Stone Block Antiques 219 Main Ver- 
gennes, VT Fri 9am-5pm or by chance 
802.989.1158. Stone Block Art Gallery 
10 Green St, Vergennes, VT Wed-Sat 
ioam-5pm 802.989.1159. Furniture, Sil
ver, Paintings, Rugs, Porcelain, Jewelry, 
etc. Downsizing and have items you no 
longer need? I travel throughout the 
NE and beyond for quality antiques and 
estates. Greg Hamilton ’79 
www.stoneblockartandantiques.com.

REAL ESTATE

See what $435,000 buys you in Clar
endon, Vermontr 80 acre managed high 
timber value forest & woods trails, 8 
acre organic fields, barn, historic 1802 
4bdrm/2bth classic colonial in move-in 
condition perfect for summer retreat or 
forester/farming family; two potential 
lots that perk. 802.767.3250 or 
ptparker31@gmail.com.

IPJ Real Estate a full-service real estate 
firm on Main Street in historic down
town Middlebury, VT. Our full-time

associates are qualified, educated, expe
rienced professionals with deep coimec- 
tions in the community 802.388.4242. 
www.middvermontrealestate.com.

Champlain Valley Properties. 70 
Court St. in Middlebury, Vermont, in 
the heart of the Champlain Valley. We 
are a company of trusted and dedicated 
Real Estate professionals. We look for
ward to the opportunity to assist you 
whether you are selling your property, 
purchasing a new home, land, camp or 
farm. 802.989.7522. 
www.champlainvalleypropertycom.

Four Seasons Sotheby’s Internation
al Realty, Middlebury, VT. I have been 
assisting buyers and sellers with one of 
the most important decisions of their 
lifetime since 2012 and look forward to 
helping buyers and sellers for years to 
come. 802.385.1116. liz.marino@foursea- 
sonssir.com. www.Fourseasonssir.com.

LODGING

Battell Block Middlebury—Available 
now for lease: One and two bedroom 
apartments in the historic Battell Block 
located in downtown Middlebury. Fea
tures washer/dryer, dishwasher, vaulted 
ceilings, modern kitchens, AfC, exposed 
brick, off-street parking, elevator and 
on-site property management. Trash, 
recycling and hot water included. To 
schedule a tour contact Christine at 
802.373.5893 or cgolden@neddere.com.

Whitford House: 18th-century, restored, 
country farmhouse. Private rooms. Pan
oramic mountain views. Sturming wed
ding venue! Near Middlebury. 
802.758.2704 
whitfordhousevt.com.

VACATION RENTALS

BreadLoaf Retreat. Adjacent to the 
BL campus; mountain views and open 
fields. Charming home with modern 
kitchens and bathrooms, fireplaces, 
wrap-around porch, grill, bicycles. 
Rent weekly as 4 BR/3.5 bath; 3 BR/2.5

bath; or I  BR/i bath. See: VRBO listing 
#692602 or www.bicknelladvisory.com/ 
vermonthouse. Phone 303.955.7865.

20 minutes from Middlebury. Spec
tacular lake front home. 2+ acres. Kay
aks, canoe, private beach, mooring, 
golf, biking. Sleeps 12. Off-Season rent
ers welcome. www.VRBO.com/743875. 
815.529.2220.

Rome. Spacious, styhsh, renovated 
apartment near St. John Lateran, major 
tourist sites and Metro. 2 bedrooms, 
2 baths, WiFi, elevator. $85o/week. 
Im603@c0lumbia.edu,
212-867-0489, www.casacleme.com.

Italian Rental; Recently restored his
toric house with extensive panoramic 
outdoor living spaces in Civita di Ba- 
gnoregio, isolated medieval hill town. 
Sleeps 5, $1,600 weekly. 
cmwatts@mac.com, 
http://www.civitarental.com.

S O U T H  R ID G E  •  M ID D L E B U R Y M IN U T E S  T O  M ID D L E B U R Y A M A Z IN G  V IE W S

This fully handicapped accessible home is only 6 years 
old and still feels like a new home, except for the ex
tensive landscaping. This large lot in the South Ridge 
neighborhood backs up to a wooded area and has beau
tiful mountain views from the front of the house. The 
living/dining/kitchen space is open and sun-filled. Many 
terrific features, like wood floors throughout, wonderful 
screened porch, 2 car garage and natural gas heating 
add to the appeal of this lovely home. $395,000. 
MLS#4698535

Just minutes from Middlebury, this stately home sits 
atop a lovely meadow. The 50,77 acres provides un
obstructed long range views of the Green Mountains. 
Middlebury and the college campus are minutes away. 
The house is filled with gracious open spaces, beautiful 
finishes and plenty of natural light. Additional features 
include the three car garage with an office above, 
first floor laundry, expansive basement, wrap around 
deck and a screened and covered porch. $899,900. 
MLS#4687456

This custom built, center hall colonial minutes from 
Middlebury, beautifully combines elegance with tra
ditional styling. Pastoral living on 14 professionally 
landscaped acres with amazing views of the Green 
Mountains, the Adirondacks and Otter Creek. Gour
met chef’s kitchen with granite counter tops and 
high end appliances, formal dining and living rooms, 
2 fireplaces, crown molding, mahogany porch, built 
in sound system and radiant heat. $649,900. 
MLS#4669969

70  C ourt Street

Middlebury, Verm ont 05753

( 802 )  989-7522  •  cvpropnf@comcast.net

www.champlainvalleyproperty.com

102 Middlebury Ai/tG4Z/N£

http://www.stoneblockartandantiques.com
mailto:ptparker31@gmail.com
http://www.middvermontrealestate.com
http://www.champlainvalleypropertycom
mailto:liz.marino@foursea-sonssir.com
mailto:liz.marino@foursea-sonssir.com
http://www.Fourseasonssir.com
mailto:cgolden@neddere.com
http://www.bicknelladvisory.com/
http://www.VRBO.com/743875
mailto:Im603@c0lumbia.edu
http://www.casacleme.com
mailto:cmwatts@mac.com
http://www.civitarental.com
mailto:cvpropnf@comcast.net
http://www.champlainvalleyproperty.com


REACH O U T  T O  
5 0 ,0 0 0  A L U M N I

Advertise in 
Middlebury Magazine

For display and classified advertising 
please contact

Abby Hum m el 
18 Garfield Street 
Bristol, VT 05443

Phone 802.453.2913

AbbyHummell4@gmail. com

G le n  D a le  F a r m  -  V i c t o r i a n  e r a  h o m e  w i t h  m a n y  p e r i o d  d e t a i l s  p l u s  

c o m m a n d i n g  v i e w s  t o  t h e  e a s t ,  f a b u l o u s  s u n s e t s  t o  t h e  w e s t  o v e r  t h e  

A d i r o n d a c k  M o u n t a i n s  a n d  f o u r  h i s t o r i c  b a r n s .

CORNWALL I $ 8 5 0 ,0 0 0

p g  Four : Sotheby's
Seasons ' INTERNATIONAL REALTV

LIZ MARINO
Liz.M arinoifourseasonssir.com  | Middlebury VT 
0:802.385.1116 I M: 802.989.1043

FourSeasonsSIR.com
Each O ffic e  is In d e p e n d e n tly  O w ned  and O p e ra ted .

Casual elegance. You’llfind  complete serenity on these pastoral Cornwall estates, while being 
just a ten minute drive from, vibrant and charming downtown Middlebury. Come home to Addison County.

CORNWALL I 1762 VT Route 30

3BR I 3BA I 3866SF | 1 8 + / - A C  

$990,000

CORNWALL I 133 Edgewood Road

4BR I 4BA I 3696SF | 3.70 A C  

$799,000

CORNWALL I 83 Abernathy Place

4BA I 4BA I 2208SF | 159.57 ACRES 

$1,300,000

us!
@ipjrealestate

8 0 2.388.4242

S e a  ^

M I D D V E R MON T R E A L E S T A T E . C O M
34 M A IN  STREET | M IDDLEBURY, VT 

IN FO @ M IDD VER M O N TR EALESTATE.CO M
IPJ

IPJ
Real
Estate
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R O A D  T A K E N

By G ary M a r g o lis  ’67

Pronouncine 
|the World
i I never signed the pledge not to speak English, to 

search all summer for the right new word. Never left my 

English at home, for the sake o f learning a language not 

my own. Or immersed myself in Immersion’s dormitory

room. Although, it’s true, in my 
Middlebury undergraduate days, 
I sat in a Munroe Hall classroom, 
fulfilling my language requirement. 
Taking one course. Scientific Ger
man, with Herr Berndt. Sitting in 
my assigned seat, waiting my turn 
to translate one sentence from 
German into English. Learning 
how to purse my umlaut lips.

Until I traveled halfway across 
the world, where I couldn’t speak 

I one oftheir singing, war-torn words.
I Where the echoes of arias and gun- 
 ̂ shots filled my ears. The rhythm of 

sounds, consonants stacked like 
stones, precious and grave. Occa
sional vowels and aging vineyards 
and tank-tracked bridges. In the 
Czech Republic, Poland, Hungary, 
Slovakia, Croatia, and Slovenia. 
And, too, in a winery on the lower 
slope of Sicily’s Mount Etna, over
looking the sea. Where the grapes 
hold the flavor of lava and bones.

I couldn’t speak a word. Had no 
pledge to sign. Nothing I couldn’t 
hear. Words to try to pronounce

the world. As did the language 
students, my clients, on our Mid
dlebury campus, with whom I 
worked, June to August, for almost 
40 years. Languages floating, sing
ing from Munroe Hall’s signed, 
pledged windows. Rising from 
the C o l l e g e p i t c h e s .  Slip
ping into our speaking, dining 
halls. Here and over there, filling 
my language-filled ears. Sounding 
bells of speaking memories. How 
language curled in my ears, the sea 
in a beach’s shells.

Perhaps English wasn’t the first 
sound I heard. Perhaps it was 
the shtetl Yiddish my immigrant 
grandparents taught my parents 
to speak. To keep secrets from 
my sister and me. To say things to 
each other, before we could know 
what they meant. Eor time’s sake 
now, I can still hear them say, “Geh 
schlafen," a few minutes before it 
was time for us kinder to go to sleep.

Perhaps it was my first day in 
high school, in Brookline, a suburb 
of Boston. Where Miss O’Brien

taught us to curl our tongues. 
To speak the impossible 0. She 
wouldn’t let us forget it was she 
who wrote our text, who taught us 
our first lesson, for the life of me. 
I’ll never forget.

“J ’entre dans la salle de classe. Je 
dis bonjour au professeur. Je prends 
mon place”

Or, perhaps, a few years later 
Herr Susskind, at my boarding 
school in New Hampton, New 
Hampshire (my gateway to Mid
dlebury College), who taught me 
German is a song and nails in the 
throat. Who would have no way of 
knowing, years later, I would think 
of what he said. As I was walking 
under the restored, wrought-iron 
gate in Poland’s Auschwitz. Sun 
burning through the words “Arbeit 
macht Jrei.”

And tonight, thinking of the 
words the late Anthony Bourdain 
might have written: “I can hold a 
word in my mouth / to keep the 
world together.”

Words and phrases, memories

I have had to raise—greetings and 
goodbyes—because of all the days 
of walking across our Language 
Schools’ sidewalks and paths. 
Remembering the courage and 
struggle our students displayed. 
Pledging, by the end of a summer, 
to say more than hello, to speak 
in new sentences. To write long 
letters, essays, and plays. To feel 
the pleasure of not having to think 
how to say, “What a pleasure it is to 
be here.” Not having given up. Not 
disappearing into English.

And, too, before I forget, one 
fall in Siracusa, Sicily, sitting out
doors in a market. Hearing the 
woman next to me, speaking Eng
lish. So I could say hello. To which 
she responded, “Where are you 
from?” “Vermont,” I said. “Where 
in Vermont?” “Middlebury.” To 
which she exclaimed, “That’s my 
college! I was a poli-sci major with 
Murray Dry. I’m a lawyer in Wash
ington now.” We two alums. Shoot
ing the pronounceable breeze. In 
the early afternoon Italian sun. n
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Thank You!
For encouraging bold action, for inspiring spirited 

debate, and for making a difference.

Your generosity this year helps support all the things 

that make a Middlebury education special—including 

the next generation of deserving students. We thank 

you and the thousands of other donors who made a gift 

to Middlebury this year.

Visit go.middlebury.edu/thankyou to watch a short 

thank you video. To see your gift acknowledged, visit 

go.middlebury.edu/2018honorroll.
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True Independence in 
a V illage Setting

Private two-bedroom cottage with access 
to an entire campus of amenities:

Anytime, restaurant dining

Indoor swimming pool with 
exercise classes

Clubs and events for intellectual and 
cultural interests...and m ore!

y \

The Cottages


